2 killed, 23 injured in suicide attack 

<AP) - a bomb strapped on a woman’s 
body exploded dunng a military ceremony in this 
eastern town Snnoay, killing two soldiers and injuring 
23 people, Anatolia news agency said Many of the 
wounded were in serious condition at various hospi- 
tals in town. Anatolia said Kuidish rebels and leftist 
militants have long been active in Tunceli. Recent 
reports had indicated the Kurdistan Labour Party 
fighting for autonomy since 1984, was preparing for 
such attacks in response to a three-month crackdown 
by the military on the rebels. Suicide bombings are 
unheard of m Turkey. The military claims to have 
killed more than 1,100 Kurdish guerrillas during its 
offensive throughout the southeast since April Some 
100 soldiers have also been killed 
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US. officials: King Fahd in good heeih 

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (R) — King Fahd, subject of 
widespread rumours over his health, met in the early 
morning hours on Sunday visiting U.S. Defence Sec- 
retary William Perry, who said the king was fit and in 
control. Mr. Perry said that he was impressed with the 
king’s vigour during a meeting that included the top 
ministers of the Saudi government “He was very 
much engaged” Mr- Perry told reporters. “It was a 
very interesting meeting.” Mr. Perry said that King 
Fahd was “very muds” in charge of the meeting to 
coordinate U.S. and Saudi security policies in the 
aftermath of last week's truck bomb attack on the air 
base at Dhahran that killed 19 U.S. troops stationed in 
the kingdom. 
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Assad’s message to King 
‘opens door for future 
meetings’ — Kabariti 

Premier says terrorism in 
all its forms must be fought 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
told the Senate Sunday that 
His Majesty King Hussein 
has received a message 
from Syrian President 
Hafez Assad that would 
open "door for future meet- 
ings between the two lead- 
ers following their Cairo 
meeting during the Arab 
summit,” Senate Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi said. 

Speaking to reporters 
after Mr. Kabariti briefed 
the Senate on the outcome 
of the summit. Mr Lawzi 
quoted the prime minister 
as saying that the Syrian 
president’s message was 
delivered by the Syrian 
Charge d’ Affaires Wahib 
Jaber Saturday. 

Asked if the message con- 
tained an invitation for the 
King to visit Damascus. Mu 


Lawzi said: “The prime 
mfcister only mentioned the 
message and its objectives 
without giving further 
details .” 

Referring to the other top- 
ics reviewed at the meeting 
Mr. Lawzi said that “the 
prime minister briefed the 
Senate on the meetings in 
Cairo and King Hussein’s 
side talks with Arab leaders, 
including the Syrian presi- 
dent during which he reaf- 
firmed Jordan's absolute 
support for excellent rela- 
tions with Damascus cm the 
basis of the Kingdom's 
beliefs that the Arab states 
have common goals and 
face common destiny” 

The prime minister 
briefed the Senate on Jor- 
dan’s relations with other 
countries including Iran 
and Turkey and said that 
such relations should be 
based on mutual respect 
and close cooperation and 


non-interference in the 
internal affairs of any other 
country, Mr. Lawzi said. 

He quoted Mr. Kabariti as 
telling the Senate that "the 
security of each Arab state 
is an integral part of the 
overall Aral) nation's secu- 
rity and that all Arab states 
should remain committed to 
safeguarding the national 
security and should respect 
the sovereignty and territor- 
ial integrity of all Arab 
countries and combat acts 
of terrorism in all their 
forms” 

In his briefing Mr. Kabar- 
iti reiterated Jordan’s sup- 
port for the Palestinian 
people in their drive to 
regain their rights and 
establish their independent 
state in Palestine. He also 
reaffirmed Jordan's com- 
mitment to the achieve- 
ment of comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East 



German team captain Jurgen Klinsmann lifts the European Soccer Champi- 
onship trophy after Germany defeated the Czech Republic 2-1 in the final 
match at Wembley Stadium, see story page 1J (Reuters photo) 


Rifkind 

voices 

L . support for 
Jordan 

LONDON (J.T.) — ■ Britain's 
Foreign Secretary - Malcolm 
Rifkind, who is due in Jor- 
dan this week, said in a tele- 
vision interview that his 
country is 'Very happy to 
help with Jordan’s economic 
development and also to 
respond to other require- 
ments as they arise." 

In an interview with the 
London-based Middle East 
Broadcasting Company, the 
British minister said that 
Britain has “a long history of 
extremely close relations 
with Jordan. We believe Jor- 
dan is a very stable and 
responsible country. I 
believe that King Hussein 
has been a tremendous force 
for stability and for construc- 
tive dialogue in the region 
and therefore we have 
exceptionally good bilateral 
relations. So there are good 
opportunities for a very con- 
structive dialogue.” 

Asked on aid for Palestine, 
^ Mr. Rifkind said: “I believe 
that there are two important 
economic questions here. I 
think what is crucial to the 
Pale stinian *; and 1 remember 
Yasser Arafat saying this to 
me last year, is fee reopening 
of the border. Whenever the 
border is closed between 
Gaza or the West Bank and 
Israel, that has a major dam- 
aging economic cense- 
oaence, and that is even 
mat important than 
irosnafonal economy assis- 
tance.” Hie said that the 
European Union is able to 
Provide a lot of ecoaomic 
telp to the region, but ;dded 
“you cannot do that in a v ac- 
uuiu, it has to be part rf a 
wider strategy. I believe 
there is a will to assist so that 
hne." Asked to comment on 
*he tension between S\ria 
and Turkey, be said: He 
klkved that between 
* j Turkey and Syria there is m 
▼ nadamema! reason for an;- 
for any major dete 
in retenoushins. ”1 
|nmlc (here is goodwill on 
«xh sides, sad pa fr aps with 
some help fram othm 
progress can be made.” 


‘No decision yet on raising bread prices’ 

Government warned of reaction to lifting subsidies 


AMMAN (Petra) — Sup- 
ply Minister Munir Sobar 
on Sunday said his min- 
istry has not yet made a 
decision on raising prices 
of bread, stressing that the 
ministry has been consider- 
ing alternatives to ensure 
that subsidies go to citizens 
who need them. 

Mr Sobar said any deci- 
sion to raise the prices of 
bread falls under the pre- 
rogative of the cabinet, not- 
ing that the subject is being 
discussed carefully in light 
of the studies undertaken 
and proposals made by the 

ministry. 


On Sunday, A1 Dustour 
Arabic daily carried a front 
page story, quoting Mr 
Sobar as saying that the 
price of a kilo of bread will 
be raised to 250 fils from 
80 fils as of July 15. The 
newspaper said Mr. Sobar 
stressed that the decision to 
raise prices of bread will in 
no way affect low-income 
citizens who will be com- 
pensated for the difference 
between the present price 
and the suggested one. The 
minister said that compen- 
sation will only be payable 
to those who diserve them 
through the issuing of spe- 


cial coupons. 

Mr. Sobar told Petra that 
any decision in this regard 
will take into consideration 
“the interest of the poor and 
the disadvantaged who are 
the genuine beneficiaries 
of government subsidy. 
The minister said the well- 
to-do, foreign labour and 
tourists should not be ben- 
efiting from the treasury’s 
subsidy to bread. He point- 
ed out that 35 to 40 per 
cent of the bread produced 
in the country goes to those 
who are not illegible to 
benefit from the subsidised 
bread. The minister said 


was quoted by at A1 Dus- 
tour as saying that the actu- 
al cost of a kilo of bread is 
250 fils given the current 
level of wheat prices, 
which jumped from $ 175 
in 1995 to S 280 per tonne. 
He said that the govern- 
ment pays JD 200 in the 
form of subsidy to each 
tonne of wheat. The minis- 
ter expected the govern- 
ment’s subsidy for bread 
until the end of this year to 
reach JD 106 million if the 
subsidy continues at its cur- 
rent level. The next step 
after raising bread prices 
will be to float prices and to 


allow the private sector to 
import wheat. However 
such a decision needs inten- 
sive studies, he said. 

Criticising the govern- 
ment’s intentions to raise 
bread prices, a committee 
calling itself “the commit- 
tee for defending the citi- 
zens bread” on Sunday 
called for a series of 
actions to protest the 
motion. In a statement cir- 
culated on Sunday, the 
committee called for 
organising protest marches 
all over the Kingdom after 

(Continued on page 3) 


Kahalani threatens 
to close Orient 
House 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Amid reports Sun- 
day that Israel would bar 
foreign ministers and other 
diplomats from Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) headquarters in East 
Jerusalem, an Israeli minis- 
ter said he planned to cur- 
tail activity by the Palestin- 
ian authority in the city. 

Interior Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani said 
Israel would make clear to 
the Palestinians that diplo- 
matic visits to the Orient 
House would be seen as a 
violation of the autonomy 
accord and would not be 
tolerated. 

“What we are trying to do 
is enforce the law that bars 
Palestinian authority activi- 
ty in Jerusalem,” he added. 
“The minute there are offi- 
cial visits at this site, the 
minute there is official 
activity under the title of 
the Palestinian authority 
we will have no choice but 
to close it down” 

Mr. Kahalani added that 
police jeeps and roadblocks 
would be used to prevent 
diplomatic visits to the 
Orient House. 

Israel Radio said Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu would with- 
draw invitations to foreign 
dignitaries, including for- 
eign ministers, who would 
insist on visiting the Ori- . 
ent House while in Israel. 

Israel Army Radio said 
Mr. Netanyahu had 
instructed police to physi- 
cally block any visits. 

But David Bar-Hlan, a 
top aide to Mr. Netanyahu, 
denied any decisions had 
been made about visits to 
the Orient House. 

Mr. Bar-Ill an added that 
Mr. Netanyahu had formed 
a committee headed by Ml 
K ahalani that would look 
into the legal aspects of 
Orient House activity. 

The entire issue of Orient 
House visits is a subjec- 
tive one. The previous 
government allowed digni- 
taries to call on Palestinian 
official Faisal Hussein! at 
the headquarters, as long as 
the visit was defined as pri- 
vate. 


Foreign Minister David 
Levy said Israel had no 
problem with the existence 
of the Orient House, rather 
activity ' linked to the 
Palestinian authority going 
on inside. 

“We are not getting into 
here who can and who can- 
not, rather that the activity 
should not exist at all,” Mr. 
Levy said. “We have no 
opposition to the building, 
only the activity inside ” 

At issue is the Israeli- 
Palestinian autonomy 
accord that bans the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
from operating in 
Jerusalem, which both 
Israel and the Palestinians 
claim as their capital. 

Israel vows never to relin- 
quish its sovereignty over 
the city’s eastern sector 
that It captured in the 1967 
Mideast war and later 
annexed. The city’s fate is 
to be decided in permanent 
status talks that are sched- 
uled to wind up in May 
1999. 

Palestinian Minister of 
Higher Education Hanan 
Asbrawi denied that the 
Orient House acted as a 
branch of the Palestinian 
authority. 

“Its role is to reinforce the 
peace process,” Dr. 
Ashrawi said, accusing 
Israel of trying to create a 
“dangerous” irreversible 
situation in Jerusalem. 

Dr. Ashrawi also criti- 
cised Mr. Kahalari for say- 
ing that new government 
did not intend to honour a 
letter Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres wrote to Nor- 
way’s late Foreign Minister 
Johan Jorgen Holst in 1994 
guaranteeing that Israel 
would protect the status of 
PLO offices in Jerusalem. 

Ml Holst hosted the 
secret Israel-PLO talks that 
led to the Sept . 13 autono- 
my accord. 

“If Israel wants to main- 
tain its credibility, it should 
respect this letter. This let- 
ter was one of the reasons 
for our acceptance to post- 
pone discussion of the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem,” Dr. 
Ashrawi said. 


Perry blasted over 
security lapse in wake 
of Saudi bombing 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 

A top Republican Senator 
suggested Sunday that 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry may have to resign 
amid questions over secu- 
rity at U.S. military bases 
in Saudi .Arabia following 
the deadly terrorist bomb- 
ing there. 

Mr. Perry said he was 
“deeply offended” by the 
comment. Senator Arlen 
Specter’s blast against Mr. 

Peny coincided with reve- 
lations that Saudis bad 
twice rejected requests to 
move back a security fence 
at the military dormitory at 
die Kins Abdul Aziz Air 
Base in eastern Saudi Ara- 
bia, where the fuel bomb 
exploded last Tuesday, 
killins 19 U.S. soldiers. 

Mr. Specter, chairman or 
the important Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence, 
criticised Mr. Pm'* han- 
dling of security for l.S. 
noons and said u may be 
time for a new- defence 
chief. "I th>nk tberes aretU 

need to “R. lhe 

Apartment of Defence 

ind a real question to 10 

whether William i Perry' is 


the right man to be secre- 
tary of defence,” Mr. 
Specter said in an interview 
on NBC-TV. 

Mr. Perry, who spoke to 
both NBC-TV and ABC- 
TV live from the Mediter- 
ranean aboard the USS 
George Washington, 
acknowledged the Saudis 
had rejected the requests 
but said they bad pledged 
full cooperation to institute 
new, tighter security mea- 
sures. 

The U.S. military said 
shortly after the blast that 
every “reasonable” securi- 
ty measure was in place at 
the base but has since 
announced it began over- 
hauling security for its 
20,000 troops in the Gulf. 

While a Senate hearing 
on the bombing has been 
scheduled for July 9, Ml 
S pecter declared: “If the 
situation looks, after we 
have intelligence hearings, 
as it does today, then I will 
call for (Perry’s) resigna- 
tion. I will^ call for his 
replacement” 

Mr. Specter said he was 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iran 

warns 

Hirkey 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran will 
take all necessary measures 
to protect its security and will 
not let Turkey get away with 
a cross-border air raid. For- 
eign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati said in remarks pub- 
lished on Sunday. Turkey has 
denied any incursion into 
Iran took place. 

“Velayati declared that Iran 
mil take all necessary mea- 
sures for protecting the safe- 
ty and security of fee country 
and will not let Turkey get 
away so easily wife such 
actions,” the English-lan- 
guage Iran News said. 

It quoted Mr. Velayati as 
saying Iran had expressed its 
“serious concern” to Turkey 
on its violation of Iranian air- 
space on Wednesday, during 
which it said six Iranians 
were killed and 15 wounded 
in Turkish helicopter raids. 

“We will pursue this matter 
to its logical conclusion. This 

is not something we can 
ignore, because it involves 
our national security and ter- 
ritorial integrity," Mr. Velay- 
ati said. 


Syria seeks pressure on Israel, accuses 
it of human rights violations in Golan 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
on Sunday urged the 
world’s rich countries to 
put pressure on new Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu to accept 
returning Arab lands for 
peace. 

Official media welcomed 
a statement by world pow- 
ers at the Group of Seven 
(G-7) summit calling for a 
revival of Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations as soon 
as possible and reaffirming 
that “land-for-peace” 
remained fee basis for a 
settlement. 

“This is a positive step... 
in fee framework of 
expressing that peace in 
the Middle East is an 
international demand...,” 
the ruling Baafe Party 
newspaper A1 Baafe said. 

“However, positive 
stands are not enough, 
because they cannot push 
forward fee Middle East 
peace, not even an inch. 
And fee reason is well- 
known because these coun- 
tries still refuse to exert 
any kind of pressure on the 
side who rejects and hin- 
ders peace.” 

“Rich countries have 
enough political and eco- 


nomic influence to turn 
their wishes into acts to 
implement U.N. resolu- 
tions. This is what is need- 
ed now if these countries 
really want to achieve 
peace in fee Middle East,” 
it added. 

The official daily 
accused Mr. Netanyahu of 
blocking the peace process 
and asked fee United 
States to stop backing 
Israel. 

“This side (who blocks 
peace) is definitely the 
Zionist entity, who adopted 
with fee election of fee 
right-winger more obsti- 
nate and extreme positions 
which could blow the 
whole peace process,” AI 
Baafe said. 

“And contrary to all 
expectations, Israel is still 
receiving more support 
from some members of fee 
rich club, especially fee 
United States, under false 
and unacceptable pretexts 
which harm the peace," it 
added. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl said on 
Saturday at the G-7 sum- 
_mic in Lyon. France, that 
Arab states and fee outside 


world should give Mr. 
Netanyahu time to estab- 
lish his policies. 

Another official Syrian 
daily, Tishreen, said that if 
Mr. Netanyahu continued 
his policies, “he would iso- 
late Israel and put it in a 
cage of accusations.” 

Meanwhile, Syria has 
told a U.N. committee that 
Israel is carrying out 
“inhuman practices'’ 
against its people in the 
Golan Heights, official 
sources said Sunday. 

They said fee Syrian for- 
eign ministry on Saturday 
told a U.N. committee that 
Israel was “demolishing 
the Arab identity of the 
Golan ... and imposing the 
Israeli nationality on fee 
Syrian citizens.” 

In a statement to the 
committee, Syria said: 
“Israel has deprived Syri- 
ans of their basic means of 
freedom, tortured them in 
Israeli prisons and confis- 
cated their lands under var- 
ious pretexts, controlled 
fee marketing of their 
crops and cut fee waters off 
from their lands.” . 

The committee, appoint- 
ed to check on human 


rights violations in Israeli- 
occupied Arab lands, was 
told that the Jewish state 
had “increased its oppres- 
sive measures” since fee 
start of Arab-Israeli peace 
talks in 1991 in Madrid. 

Sporadic Syrian-Israeli 
peace talks have been 
deadlocked over an Israeli 
withdrawal from fee 
Golan, future ties and secu- 
rity arrangements. 

The three-member com- 
mittee, visiting Syria as 
part of a regional tour to 
write their second 1996 
report, presents two reports 
a year to fee U.N. General 
Assembly. 

Syria said there was 
“international anxiety at 
fee continuation of the 
Israeli occupation of the 
Arab lands and the occupa- 
tion authorities’ inhuma n 
practices in fee occupied 
lands." 

It urged the committee to 
include in its report the fact 
that Israel refuses to allow 
it to visit fee occupied ter- 
ritories, and called on the 
international community to 
force Israel to let it visit 
and see the “practices of 
fee Israeli authorities.” 
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Iraq says death 
because of U.N. 


toll rocketing 
trade sanctions 


By Hassan Hafidh 

Reiners 

BAGHDAD — Iraq said 
on Sunday more than 
700.000 of its citizens had 
died as a result of medical 
shortages during nearly six 
years of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions. 

The official newspaper 

AI Thawra said the most 
vulnerable were children 
under five-years-old as 
nearly 300*000 had died 
since’ the imposition of the 
sanctions on Iraq after its 
troops invaded Kuwait in 
1990. 

•'The number of people 
who died because of the 
embargo for the period 
1990 until May 1996 was 
701.737." Al Thawra said. 


quoting Iraq's health min- 
istry. 

"Concerning the mortali- 
ty rate among children 
under five years it has 
reached for the same peri- 
od 293*801 deaths as a 
result of the spread of var- 
ious diseases and malnutri- 
tion." 

According to figures 
published last year by the 
health ministry, the death 
rate among Iraqis before 
the imposition of the sanc- 
tions was only about 
30,000 every year. Now 
more than 130,000 people 
die every year. 

The paper said there 
were many infections dis- 
eases which were not just 
caused by the lack of med- 
ical equipment and drugs 


but also by general sani- 
tary conditions. 

U.N. sanctions do not 
prohibit medical imports 
but with oil exports 
blocked, the government 
lacks money to pay for 
them. 

Health ministry sources 
say hospitals in Iraq are 
currently operating at 50 
per cent of normal capaci- 
ty because of the shortage 
of medical supplies. Many 
are forced to turn away ail 
but the emergency cases. 

They also say that there 
are desperate shortages of 
anaesthetics, antibiotics 
and X-ray film. 

Iraq and the United 
Nations reached on May 
20 an oil-for-food deal, 
allowing Baghdad to sell 


52 billion worth of oil to 
raise money to buy food 
and medicine for its popu- 
lation of more than 20 mil- 
lion people. 

Iraq submitted its food 
and medicine distribution 
plan to the United Nations 
on Friday. The world body 
must accept the plan 
before the deal can be 
implemented. 

According to Baghdad's 
plan. $210 million are allo- 
cated for medicine and 
medical supplies. 

Iraqi officials say that 
before the Gulf crisis, 
Baghdad's health import 
bill was worth more than 
5500 million a year. 


Algerian army shells rebel Muslim 
militants in northeast, paper says 


ALGIERS (R) — Heli- 
copter-backed crack 
troops have launched an 
attack to wipe out Muslim 
guerrillas in a rugged 
region of northeastern 
Algeria, an Algerian 
newspaper said on Sun- 
day. 

In the cities, the interior 
ministry ordered land- 
lords to submit pho- 
tographs of their tenants 
to* the security forces in 
an effort to deprive the 
rebels from acquiring 
rented houses as bases for 
mounting guerrilla 

attacks. 

La Tribune newspaper, 
quoting witnesses, said 
helicopters fired several 


rackets at suspected guer- 
rilla hideouts and bursts 
of automatic gunfire 
echoed near Taouriri 
Moussa, Taghrara and 
Beni Yenni villages in 
Tizi-Ouzou province, 
some 90 kilometres from 
Algiers. 

The “huge operation" 
carried out by armed 
forces and paramilitary 
gendarmerie troops began 
on Thursday night and a 
main road in the region 
was still closed to traffic 
on Saturday evening, it 
said. 

La Tribune said Muslim 
guerrillas had murdered a 
number of civilians in the 
areas and set several cars 


ablaze. The guerrillas had 
dumped the severed head 
of one of their victims 
near his home last Friday, 
it said. 

There was no word on 
the operation from the 
army which has a policy 
of not commenting to for- 
eign news organisations 
about internal security 
matters. 

An interior ministry 
order published in news- 
papers on Sunday made it 
compulsory for real estate 
owners to submit details 
of any sale or rental of 
their property, including 
photographs of their tents! 
to security forces via 
local authorities. 


The ministry warned 
those ignoring the order 
that they would face 
unspecified legal action. 

Security forces have on 
several occasion attacked 
luxury houses and apart- 
ments in wealthy suburbs 
of Algiers and killed 
rebels who had turned 
them into guerrilla hide- 
outs. 

An estimated 50,000 
people have been killed in 
Algeria's violence pitting 
Muslim guerrillas against 
Government forces since 
early 1992 when the 
authorities cancelled a 
general election in which 
the Islamists had taken a 
commanding lead. 
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NETANYAHU MEETS WITH ISRAELI ARAB KNESSET MEMBERS: Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
gestures while in conversation Sunday with three Israeli Arab Knesset members, Abdul Malik Dahamsheh (seat- 
ed .centre), who heads the United Arab List party, Abdul Wabab Darawsheh (seated, right), and Thwfik Khatfb, 
in the Grist meeting with Israeli Arab politicians since Mr. Netanyahu took office as prime minister. Mr. 
Dahamsheh is the lawyer who represents the jailed Hamas leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin. The Arab parliamen- 
tarians called upon Mr. Netanyahu to redeploy the army from Hebron, according to radio reports, and Mr. 
Netanyahu replied that he was still studying the Hebron issue (Reuters photo! 


Taliban rockets kill 3, wound 10 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 

— Taliban rockets pounded 
Kabul on Sunday, killing 
three people who had just 
stepped out of a mosque 
after offering their after- 
noon prayers, eyewitnesses 
said. 

At least 10 other people 
were injured, several of 
them near the Wazir Akbar 
Khan Hospital in central 
Kabul. 

“The brother of one of our 
patients went out to bring 
some food when a rocket 
hit the parking lot," said Dr. 

Four Iraqis 
killed on 
QmkpVffcr 

^\AWROLii<(5U«i .(API 

— ■ Attempting- to sneak into 
Greece from neighbouring 
Turkey, four of nine illegal Iraqi 
immigrants where killed early 
Sunday while walking through a 
mine field in the dark. The army 
general staff said the Iraqis were 
killed near the village of 
Komofolea, on the frontier with 
Turkey, as they tried to cross 
into the country. The village is 
50 kilometres northeast of this 
port town. The army’s 
announcement said that one per- 
son was injured from the blast 
and four were captured as they 
tried to escape an army patrol in 
the “clearly marked" mine field 
enclosed by a “fence." 

The army said 1 i more Iraqis 
were captured early Saturday 
after wading across the shallow 
waters of the Evros River in 
northeastern Greece which is on 
the frontier with Turkey. It said 
warning shots were fired at the 
group as they attempted to flee. 
One person was wounded and 
taken to Alexandroupolis' gen- 
eral hospital for treatment of a 
flesh wound. 


Abdul Marin. He ‘s now in 
the hospital with shrapnel 
wounds." 

This is the second time in 
less than one week that Tal- 
iban rockets have assailed 
the Afghan capital. 

Last Wednesday a day- 
long rocket barrage from 
Taliban position to the 
south and west of the city 
left 62 people dead and 
more than 140 injured. 

One rocket landed outside 
the Intercontinental Hotel 
in Kabul minutes after 
Afghanistan's new Prime 


Minister Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar arrived to take the 
oath of office. 

After nearly four years of 
trying to take the city by 
force. Mr. Hekmatyar has 
agreed to share power with 
his archenemy President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. 

Since taking power Mr. 
Hekmatyar has made sever- 
al peace overtures to the 
Taliban rebels, most of 
whom are former Islamic 
students tumed-guerriUa 
fighters. 

Taliban leaders have so 


far rejected, the offers and 
have vowed to continue 
their battle for battle for 
Kabul until both Mr. Rab- 
bani and Mr. Hekmatyar 
resign and turn over power 
to the Taliban. 

"We will continue to 
rocket Kabul because nei- 
ther Hekmatyar nor Rab- 
bani are honest at the nego- 
tiation table," said Mullah 
Ghomi, a frontline Taliban 
commander. "The only 
solution is to fight" 


Beirut court orders death 
for bomber of Jesus statue 


BEIRUT (R) ; — A 
Lebanese railitaiy judge 
sentenced to death in 
absentia a Palestinian mili- 
tant leader for mastermind- 
ing violent acts in Lebanon, 
including the bombing of a 
statue of Jesus Christ, judi- 
cial sources said on Sunday. 

They said the court found 
Ahmad Abdul Karim Saadi 
guilty of ordering members 
of his small extremist group 
to bomb shops. liquor 


stores, and a statue of Jesus 
in the port of Sidon, 40 
kilometres south of Beirut 
between the summer of 
1994 and February 1995. 

“The suspect Ahmad 
Abdul Karim Saadi, known 
by the name Abu Mobjen. 
instigated members of 
Esbat Al Ansar group to 
carry out terrorist acts 
through bombing several 
religious and educational 
places and commercial 


shops. His punishment is 
-the- death-sentence" the 
verdict said- 

Mr. Saadi is also being 
tried in absentia for master- 
minding the August 1995 
killing in Beirut of Islamist 
cleric Sheikh Nizar AJ Hal- 
abi, head of the pro-Syrian 
Al Ahbash faction. 

He is believed to be hid- 
ing in South Lebanon’s 
biggest Palestinian refugee 
camp, Ain Al Hilweh. 


Guerrillas claim victory over SPLA 


NAIROBI (R) — A 

Sudanese guerrilla group 
which has made peace with 
the Khartoum government 
said on Sunday its forces 
had captured two towns on 
Sudan's border with 
Ethiopia from the rebel 
Sudan Peoples Liberation 
Army (SPLA). 

The South S.udan Inde- 
pendence Movement 
(SSIM) said in a statement 
in Nairobi that it had cap- 
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; 15:00 Bonkers i cartoon i 

| 15:30 Richie Rich 

■ 16:00 Play about 
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: 17:00 News flash 
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! 17:15 L'Ecole Des Fans 

* 18:00 ....Magazine — Thatassa 

1 19:00 News in Frcneh 

1 19:15 ...Mapmre — GnqSurGnq 

! 19:30 News Headlines 

j 19:35 Doc. — 

I Milner Fenwick 

20:00 Paul McKenna Show 

! 20:30 Matlok 

j 21:10 HXl Years of Capitalism 

! hi Korea 

j 22:00 News in English 

| 22:25 The Bold and the Beau- 
tiful 

{ 23:10 Mancuso 

| PRAYER TIMES 

j 03:54 Fajr 

! (Sunrise i Duha 

j Dhuhr 

j 19:50 Maghreb 

; 21:25. -Isha 

CHURCHES 

1 SL Mary of Nazareth Chun* 
j Swdfleh. Tel. 810740 
! Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

1 632785, 

| St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 


Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sanaa Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church TeL 77 1 751 . 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 652526 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nuzarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Moderate summer weather 
conditions will prevail with 
temperatures around average 
and winds northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate to active 
and seas culm. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 18/31 

Aqaba 23/37 

Deserts 16/35 

Jordan Valley 22/37 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 37 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 29 per 
cent. Aqaba 36 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalil Al Tbsluq ..757253 
Dr. Nasser Ibrahim.... 830432 

Dr. Baltfat Bader 832642 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi ...S93542 
Ferdows pharmacy ....778336 
Al Asema pharmacy.. 637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..623672 
Al Salam pharmacy... 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .....644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

DcMamAbuBakr 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy {— i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi 985445 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...98541,7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 Ml 

Gv-tfD^nreDqponroartt 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue WksL_192 , 621 1 ri.637777 


Fire Brigade... .....617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints. 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

W*sr& Sewerage CbmpkinB —897467 
Ammon Municipality Complaints 

- .787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) ... 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reports — — ... .623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs. 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .774111 

Water Authority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co -.636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITAL 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ■~JTL38I3'32 

Khali di Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity.... 642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani .. .607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital .. „S45845 

Al-Muasher Hospital —.667227/9 


The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Ai-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

AI-Bashir. .775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital —602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery .... .865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

-(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

_(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital..... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

409)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJj informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel. 
108)53200-5, where it should 


always be verified. 

Information on other flights 


tured Akobo and Nyandi. 
routing the SPLA forces. 

The SPLA commander 
had fled across the border 
into Ethiopia, but more than 
100 of his men surrendered 
to the SSIM in Akobo on 
Friday, it said. Weapons 
including an anti-aircraft 
gun. mortars and rocket- 
launchers were seized from 
the SPLA. 

“Most of the arms cap- 
tured originated from 


09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:00 Dubai (add) (RJ) 


ore supplied on phone OS 
(52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 


09:00 


10:10 ..Dubai, 
10:20 

Abu Dhabi ( RJ) 

10:30 

11LM1 

.New Delhi (RJ) 

T^Hrlnh (RJ, 

12:10 


15:20 

19:45 

Tunis (add) (RJ) 
Cairo (RJ) 


20:15 ..Bangkok. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
20:45 .New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

20:50 Dubai (add) (RJ) 

23:25 Casablanca (RJ) 

05:00 ...Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
07:30 ..Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

Other Flights 

11:45 Khartoum (SD) 

13:40 Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:30 Kiev (6U) 

15:00.. Vienna l OS) 

18:30 Atheas. Istanbul (Q7) 

20:35 Cairo (MS) 

20:55 ....Paris, Damascus (AF) 

22:00 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 Athens, Beirut (OA) 

01:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

05:40 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


06:30 
06:35 . 

Jeddah (RJ) 

06:00 

11:00 

Tunis (add) (RJ) 

11:20 


Detroit (add) (RJ) 

12:15 Amsatfara Detroit (RJ) 

12ri)0 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
12:00 Amsterdam. Montreal, 
Toronto (add) (RJ) 

13:00 ... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
13:25 London /RJ) 

13:25 . 


13:40 . 
15:45 . 

Dubai (addj(Rj) 

21:45 . 
21:45 . 

Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:30 Al ‘Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

01:00. Snnn.ifRTi 

06:00. 

Other Flights 

08:45. 

09:15.. 

13:00. 

14:30 

.... Beirut, London (BA) 
Khartoum (SD) 

15:30 

15:50 . 
19:30 . 
21:25 . 



Ethiopia and Eritrea," it 
added. 

The SSIM. an SPLA 
splinter group, appealed to 
Ethiopia. Eritrea and Ugan- 
da to encourage peace and 
unity among the southern 
Sudanese and to autonomy 
or independence of the 
Christian and animist south 
from the mainly Muslim 
and Arabised north. 

20 JO Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dcp-Ammai 800 am e*ny Monday 

Am Damascus — 5l\) pm evoy Monday 
Ctep. Damask —7:30 aiaevoy Sunday 
An: Airman 5:00 pm otty Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 
Upper/lower price in fils per 
k & 


23:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:55 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

02:30 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Beirut. Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 


Apricot 

800/600 

....700/500 


600/600 

Banana (Mukammar) .520/600 


1'M/KO 

Carrot - 

120/80 


...380/250 

Cucumber (large) ... 
Cucumber /small) .. 

100/70 

....170/100 

...200/130 


...650/400 


...800/500 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow/small) 

MulukWah 

...150/100 
....230/150 
130/80 

Onion (fliy) 

130/80 

VJKJ a . J 

400/300 

Pea ...l 

..... 460300 

Peacl/. 

....380/400 

...340/240 

Pepper (sweet) 

.....400/300 

390/180 

String Bean 

....480/350 

Sw«|et melon 

Tomato 

140/80 

130/80 
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Queen hosts reception for USAID, 
joins tree-planting ceremony to 
mark Canadian National Day 


Public works ministry re-examines 
criteria for awarding tenders v 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Sun- 
day bos led a reception at 
Noor Al Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) to bid farewell 
to outgoing staff members 
of the United States Agency 
for International Develop- 
ment (USAID) and to wel- 
come their successors, an 
NHF statement said. 

Queen Noor expressed 

hex appreciation on behalf 
of Jordan for the efforts of 
USAS) Mission Director 
William (Tom) Oliver and 
his staff, who, she said, 
steadfastly continued work 
during the Gulf crisis and 
war thereby averting the 
suspension and closure of 
USAID’s diverse pro- 
grammes in the country. 

The latter’s most recent 
projects include developing 
and authorising a $42 mil- 
lion Water Qualit Improve- 
ment and Conservation 


Project that promotes effec- 
tive and efficient use of Jor- 
dan’s scarce water 
resources, a $29 million 
Sector Policy Refonn Pro- 
gramme that complements 
and expands Jordan’s 
National Refonn Pro- 
gramme, an 511 million 
Comprehensive Post Par- 
turn Project that improves 
maternal and child health 
with an emphasis on birth 
spacing as well as a $16 
million Cultural and Envi- 
ronmental Resources Man- 
agement Project that sup- 
ports the development of 
selected cultural and envi- 
ronmental sites such as the 
Amman Citadel and the 
Madaba Archaeological 
Park, the statement said. 

In addition, it said, 
USAID’s $12 million Pri- 
vate Enterprise Technical 
Resources Assistance Pro- 
ject provides development 


grants to non-governmental 
organisations like the NHF, 
tile Queen Alia Fund for 
Social Development, the 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature 
(RSCN), the Royal Society 
for Fine Arts, and the 
Young Muslim Women’s 
Association (YMWA). 

The statement said that 

later Queen Noor joined 
Canadian citizens in a tree- 
planting ceremony at the 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature’s 
(RSCN) Queen Noor Forest 
in Yajouz. 

The Queen, who is the 
patron of the RSCN, was 
received by Canadian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Michel de Salaberry and 
RSCN President Anis 
Muasher, the NHF state- 
ment said. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday launches the United Nations Childrens Fund 
(UMCEF) annual report “ Progress or Nations” at a special ceremony held at the 
Marriott Hotel. Attending the ceremony were Minister of Education Munther A1 
Masri ( to the Queen’s left), Dorrit Alopaeus Stahl, UNICEF Representative in Jor- 
dan ( to the Queen’s right) and Mary Roodkowsky, senior programme officer at 
UNICEF Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa (second from left) 
(Petra photo) 


Experts review water use 
in Mediterranean basin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As pan of a public 
awareness programme on water conserva- 
tion in agriculture, the University of Jordan 
(UJ), in cooperation with the French 
embassy in Amman, Sunday opened a 
three-day meeting entitled, “Water 
Research in the Mediterranean Basin.” The 
meeting seeks to review experiments in 
water use. 

The main topics under discussion include 
research requirements in water use for irri- 
gation in developing countries, a national 
Jordanian strategy in irrigation research, 
and the most appropriate uses of water 
resources. . 

The participants will also review single- 
country experiments of Mediterranean par- 
ticipants to the seminar, particularly those 
of France, Cyprus, Spain and Italy as well 
as Jordan. 

“The French government strongly 
beBeves that the exchange of experiments 


is of a great value for all the participating 
countries,” the French delegate at the meet- 
ing told Jordan Television Sunday. 

Saline water used for irrigation, and the 
application of research in irrigation and 
case studies covering experiments conduct- 
ed in Jordan are among the topics for dis- 
cussion by the Arab and foreign delegates. 

The French delegate said: “Our objective 
is to investigate the different techniques 
and methods by which we can conserve 
water used for iirigtion.” 

In the course of the research programme 
of rational water use in irrigation, applica- 
tions were carried out in Madaba and 
Baqaa as well as in the Jordan Valley and 
the highlands. 

Initiated by the agricultural mission at the 
French embassy and the Water and Envi- 
ronmental Reserch and Studies Centre at 
the University in Jordan, the programme 
began in January of 1995. 
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Minister of Public Works and Housing Abdul Had! Majali Sunday meets with mem- 
bers of a committee charged with promoting the contracting sector (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing said it is re- 
examining procedures and 
criteria involved in award- 
ing construction tenders. 

At a meeting Sunday with 
a higher committee charged 
with promoting the con- 
tracting sector in Jordan, 
Minister of Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali said 
thar the committee has sub- 
mitted a set of recommen- 
dations which would help 
iu making better assess- 
ments of the financial, 
managerial and technical 
capabilities of contractors 
bidding on tenders for gov- 
ernment construction pro- 
jects. 

According to Me. Majali, 
the implementation of 
these recommendations 
would work to prevent fail- 
ures by the contractors in 
completing their work on 
schedule and would guar- 
antee that contractors abide 
by the country's approved 
building specifications. 

He said that the Ministry 
of Public Works is eager to 
provide assistance to the 
contracting sector and to 
promote its performance. 
Mr. Majali added that the 
ministry seeks closer coop- 
eration between the public 
and private sectors to over- 
come technical, financial 


and administrative prob- 
lems that have emerged in 
this sector since the second 
half of the 1970s. 

The committee, which 
was framed by a sympo- 
sium held under the patron- 
age of HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan in May to discuss 
development of the con- 
tracting sector in Jordan, 
presented its report con- 
taining details of the con- 
tracting situation and rec- 
ommendations on contracts 
for construction work, arbi- 
tration in disputes, amend- 
ment of related laws and 
regulations, incentives to 
companies specialising in 
the implementation of 
state-funded projects and 
the establishment of an 
institute to train engineers 
and contractors. 

The recommendations 
also called for the amend- 
ment of regulations gov- 
erning the work of consul- 
tancy services, engineering 
companies and the Jordan- 
ian Contractors Associaton 
(JCA). 

JCA President Wael 
Tonkan said that the com- 
mit tee endorsed a motion 
calling on the Tenders 
Department not to award 
tenders based simply on the 
lowest bid, but to consider 
an average bidding cost 

Tbe committee, he said, 


further demanded that the 
department offer the local 
contractors incentives such 
as exemption of income tax 
in the initial years of a pro- 
ject on basis equal to 
incentives offered to for- 
eign contractors and 
investors. 

Saying that the commit- 
tee has worked on this 


study for more than a year. 
Ml Toukan said that the 
minister has endorsed all 
tbe committee’s recom- 
mendations and promised 
to have them adopted by 
die cabinet in order to 
ensure their approval. 

According to the JCA, 
the contracting sector in 
Jordan accounts for 7.4 per 


cent of Gross Domestic 
Product and runs 1300 
institutions and 1J26 con- 
sultancy and contracting 
offices, and HO factories 
that produce primary mate- 
rials used in construction, 
and it employs nearly 10 per 
cent of the overall Jordan- 
ian workforce. 


Arab institute plans major Jordanian cultural event in Paris 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special xo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Paris will 
next year host a series of 
important cultural events 
bringing the best of Jor- 
dan’s contemporary art, 
handicrafts and history to 
the French and European 
public, director of the 
Paris-based Tnstitut du 
Monde Arabe (IMA) 
Camille Cabana told a 
press conference late on 
Saturday. 

Earlier on Saturday, Ml 
Cabana also discussed with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
the cultural initiatives on 
Jordan to be held in the 
French capital, conveyed a 
personal message from 
French President Jacques 
Chirac to the King, and 
reviewed current regional 
issues. 

Mr. Cabana said the cul- 
tural initiatives to take 
place in Paris, organised 
and financed by the IMA 
and to be held under presi- 
dential patronage, are a 
further proof of the friend- 


ly and history of relations 
between Firance and Jor- 
dan. 

In his meeting wife the 
King, Mr. Cabana said be 
had fee confirmation that 
King Hussein and fee 
French president “share 
identical points of views 
• regarding regional issues." 

Talks on newly ‘ elected 
Israeli • Primfe' Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
the possibility of changes 
in Israel’s attitude towards 
the peace process con- 
finned that bofe President 
Chirac and King Hussein 
“do not think that fee new 
(Israeli) government 
should be judged before it 
is given time to make any 
decision and take any 
action.” 

Mr. Cabana said Presi- 
dent Chirac, present in 
Cairo at last week’s Arab 
summit, personally exp- 
ressed to the King his 
appreciation for “Jordan’s 
efforts to mediate different 
Arab positions and achieve 
a common final declara- 
tion.” 


On the other hand. King 
Hussein praised France for 
its contribution to the Flo- 
rence Declaration, which, 
reiterating fee European 
support to tbe Palestinian 
cause and commitment to 
enhance the peace process, 
closed- last week's. Euro- _ 
pean Council meeting in 
, Italy,, . 

Regarding the cultural 
initiatives on Jordan which 
are going to be held in 
Paris next year, Mr. 
Cabana defined them as 
“unique and unprecedent- 
ed.” 

An art exhibition by Jor- 
danian artists, scheduled to 
open in March 1997, will 
be held in the prestigious 
and magnificent premises 
of the Hotel de Ville, in the 
very heart of the French 
capital, and Mr. Cabana 
said it will be inaugurated 
by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor and Mme. Chirac. 

Sources at the French 
embassy in Amman said 
the list of the Jordanian 
artists participating in the 
exhibition is not yet avail- 


able . 

An exhibition featuring 
Jordanian traditional hand- 
icrafts will be held at the 
famous Grandes Maga- 
zines Le Prin temps, while 
an archaeological exhibi- 
tion presenting the most 
precious, .and renowned of. 
Jordan's artistic treasures 
and fee most advanced 
techniques and fee latest 
equipment employed in the 
works of excavation, 
restoration and conserva- 
tion of the sites, will be 
held from June to Septem- 
ber 1997 at fee IMA. 

The exhibition will offer 
the French public a taste of 
Jordan’s history, from the 
Palaeolithic and Neolithic- 
periods, to the Hellenistic 
and Roman times, from tbe 
great Nabatean civilisation 
to fee Byzantine era and 
fee Ummayad dynasty. 

“This exhibition will rep- 
resent a unique event,” Mr. 
Cabana noted, “because, 
for the first time, objects 
thousands of years old will 
be displayed alongside the 
latest high-tech equip- 


ment” 

He also said that after 
Paris, the exhibition will 
move to Rome. 

To solve practical and 
logistic problems related to 
the exhibition, such as the 
number of objects to be j 
displayed and -fee means 
and procedures for tbeir 
transportation. Ml Cabana, 
also on Saturday, held talks 
with government officials. 

“The IMA, an institution 
without comparison in the 
Western world, wants to be 
a space where the Arab 
World can present itc cul- 
tural and historic heritage 
and fee Western public can ! 
satisfy its curiosity about 
Islamic and Arab civilisa- 
tion,” Mr. Cabana told the 
press conference. 

“Better knowledge con- 
stitutes fee basis for better 
understanding between 
peoples, and, bridging the 
gap between European and 
Arab culture, we feel we 
contribute to achieving 
peace,” he concluded. 


Man gets death penalty 
in child murder case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Crimi- 
nal Court Sunday sen- 
tenced a 22-year-old man 
to death after being found 
guilty of molesting and 
killing a child in Ghor 
Safi last year. " 

Mohammad Na’eJ Dar- 
wish was found guilty by 
fee court tribunal, 
resided over by Judge 
mad Hmouz and inchid- 


g 


ing Judges Mifleh 
Moubeidin and Marwan 
Dabbas, of molesting (hen 
strangling nine-year-old 
Hussein Ahmad Heishan 
at a farm in Ghor Safi on 
Sept. 30, 1995. 

According to the prose- 
cution, on Sept. 27, Dar- 
wish, who was attending a 
wedding party, took fee 
boy from fee party to a 
deserted area and molest- 
ed him. 


Three days later, Dar- 
wish met fee boy on fee 
street and lured him to a 
farm and tried to molest 


him again,- fee court docu- 
ments said 

“Hassan started strug- 
gling and screaming and 
threatened Darwish feat 
he was going to tell his 
family what Darwish was 
doing to him,” fee court 
documents said quoting 


Darwish’s confession in 
front of the prosecutor. 

Hassan tried to escape 
but Darwish went after 
him and strangled fee boy 
wife a piece of cloth, then 
buried him. 

Darwish told tbe author- 
ities feat he killed Hassan 
to conceal his crime 
because fee boy threat- 
ened to tell his family of 
bofe incidents. 

The boy’s body was dis- 
covered three days later 
by fee farm owner, Sae’d 
Abdul Ghani, after the 
family of fee victim had 
filed a missing persons 
report 

The criminal court pros- 
ecutor, Ali Abu Hajileh, 
had sought (be maximum 
penalty, which in (his case 
is death by hanging. 

Darwish’s attorney 
asked (he court to be 
lenient, saying that his 
“client was still young and 
deserves a second ch- 
ance.” 

Sunday’s death sentence 
is the 13fe death penalty 
to be announced since fee 
beginning of fee year. 

The verdict on Darwish 
will automatically be 
reviewed by fee Court of 
Cassation within 30 days. 


‘No decision yet on raising bread prices’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

the Friday prayer on July 5, 
and for a two-hour sit-in on 
Saturday July 6. The state- 
ment also called for an 
open strike and demonstra- 
tions as of Monday July 8. 
The statement said feat the 
raising of bread prices by 
300 per cent follows fee 
previous rises in prices of 
water and electricity, which 
have affected almost all 
consumer items because 
water and electricity are 
essential for production. 
The statement described the 
justifications for the bread 
prices rise as weak. The 
committee said feat 90 per 
cent of the people in Jordan 
live on bread while it is sec- 
ondary for the remaining 10 
per cent of fee population. 

In a similar move, the 
National Society for Con- 


sumer Protection (NSCP) 
sent a letter to Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim A1 Kabari- 
ti requesting him to keep 
the prices of bread as they 
are and to look for alterna- 
tive and indirect methods 
for collecting fee amount of 
subsidy from the well-to- 
do. 

“Out of our love for this 
country and our keen inter- 
est in safeguarding its secu- 
rity and stability, we 
implore you to take a delib- 
erate decision and to main- 
tain prices of bread as they 
are”, the NSCP’s letter said. 
The Society said fee deci- 
sion to raise fee bread 
prices pose great dangers, 
and said create social 
imbalances, “in addition to 
aggravating the suffering 
of the tens of thousands of 
the poor and fee jobless in 
this country”. The Society 


also called for stricter mea- 
sures on the foreign labour 
force, saying that figures 
suggest that there are 
between 250,000 and 
400,000 non-Jordanian 
workers, while tbe work 
permits issued do not 
exceed 100,00. This 
implies that any measure to 
control the foreign labour 
will definitely result in a 
saving of millions of dinars. 
“Tbe economic conditions 
in Jordan, which underwent 
great imbalances over the 
past six years, have been 
aggravated by the imposi- 
tion of taxes and increasing 
prices, which in turn have 
placed an additional burden 
on citizens, who could no 
longer tolerate any increas- 
es”, fee society said in its 
letter to the prime minister. 


Perry blasted over security lapse in wake of Saudi bombing 


(Continued from page 1) 

troubled that better security 
was not provided to the 
troops, and told the network 
he was particularly incensed 
that Ml Peny was not able 
to say whether the Saudi 
government was stable. 

“If he’s not, who is?" Ml 
S pecter said angrily. 

Ml Perry was also asked 
why the United States failed 
to get approval from the 
Saudis to extend the security 
buffer from 30 metres to 
120 metres. 


The secretary said he was 
Crying to “focus my attention 
on the future” and noted the 
Saudi government had now 
agreed to tbe additional 
security measures. But Ml 
P erry acknowledged on 
NBC that “obviously in ret- 
rospect it would have been 
desirable to do” it earlier. 

Responding to the sugges- 
tion he resign over the inci- 
dent, Mr. Peny told ABC: 
‘There is nothing that is 
more important to me than 
the safety and welfare of 
our troops ... If Fm deficient 


in that, then his call was 
correct. I challenge his 
assumption.” He also said 
he was “deeply offended" 
by Ml Specter’s remarks. A 
White House spokesman, 
meanwhile, said the admin- 
istration “is working very 
hard to satisfy the... con- 
cerns regarding the ques- 
tions feat Specter raised.” 
Speaking under the condi- 
tion his name not be used, 
tbe official said the U.S. 
authorities “are taking mea- 
sures to prevent a recur- 
rence.” 








4 World News 

Voters head to 
polls in Kashmir 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, July 1, 1996 



ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — Voting in 
Pakistan's troubled 

Kashmir province began 
Sunday in a controversial 
election marred by cam- 
paign violence and the 
threat of boycotts. 

More than 1 .6 million 
Kashmiris were registered 
to vote in what Pakistan 
says will be a trouble-free 
provincial assembly elec- 
tion in a region prone to 
bloodshed and dispute. 

“I want to assure the 
nation and the world that 
we want to hold transpar- 
ent. free and fair elections 
in Kashmir." Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
said during a televised 
address to the counpry. 

But feuding political par- 
ties have already turned 
pre-election campaigning 
violent and a pro-indepen- 
dence group has vowed to 
disrupt the polling. 

A week ago, political 
activists from the provincial 
opposition People’s Party 
shot and killed seven rivals 
from the ruling Muslim 
Conference. Another 13 
people were wounded. 

Police said People's Party 
workers opened fire on the 
Muslim conference election 
headquarters in the 
Kashmir district of Miipur, 
about 110 kilometres 
Southeast of Islamabad, the 
capital. 

The Jammu- Kashmir 
Liberation Front (JKLF), 
meanwhile, has called the 


provincial elections a sham. 

"The JKLF is not only 
boycotting these elections, 
but has also started a vigor- 
ous campaign against 
them,” Liberation Front 
Chairman Amanullah Khan 
said. 

Mr. Khan’s separatist fac- 
tion hopes one day to 
reunite Indian and Pakistani 
Kashmir and establish an 
independent homeland. 

Long a flashpoint for con- 
flict between India and 
Pakistan, Kashmir was 
divided between the two 
countries shortly after 
British rule over die Asian 
subcontinent ended in 1947. 

New Delhi and Islamabad 
have fought two of three 
wars over the Kashmir ter- 
ritorial dispute. 

Rebels from the JKLF, 
along with various others 
factions, have led an armed 
uprising against New 
Delhi's rule over Indian 
Kashmir. 

Pakistan hopes to avoid 
similar voting difficulties to 
those suffered in Indian- 
administered Kashmir dur- 
ing federal elections in 
May. Many observers said 
voters in strife-torn Indian 
Kashmir were herded 
against their will to polling 
stations. 

Pakistan used the Indian 
elections as a platform 
against New Delhi's control 
over two-thirds of Kashmir, 
but is wary of potential vot- 
ing problems of its own. 



More than 1,300 
Burundi Hutus 
flee to Rwanda 


KASHMIRI WOMEN CHANTING ANTI GOVERNMENT SLOGANS: Kashmiri 
women chant slogans at a rally organised by the ruling All Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference of Azad (free) Jammu and Kashmir in Karachi Sunday. The 
party has announced to boycott today's election, to protest against what they said 
interference by the government in the elections (Reuters photo) 


Shamans, 
therapists 
meet for 
first 

congress 

VIENNA (R) — Shamans 
from Africa and Asia joined 
therapists from the West in the 
hometown of Sigmcmd Freud 
for the first world psychother- 
apy congress on Sunday. 

About 4.000 participants 
from over 73 countries, repre- 
senting ancient and modem 
schools of psychotherapy, 
were meeting in Vienna to 
swap ideas on eveiything 
from individual patient care to 
healing the wounds of the 
former Yugoslavia. 

"Vienna is the home of psy- 
chotherapy." .said Alfred Prtiz, 
president of the World 
Council of Psychotherapy 
who organised the conference 
called "The World of 
Psychotherapy." 

"And psychotherapy is not 
a by-product of neurotic 
development but a cultural 
achievement we can be proud 
of." Dr. Pritz tokl Reuters. 

Freud, an Austrian from 
Vienna, pioneered the disci- 
pline of psychotherapy in the 
West at the’ turn of the centu- 
ry 

At this week’s congress, 
which lasts until July 4. dele- 
gates from about 50 schools 
of psychotherapy have 1.638 
lectures to choose from. 

"This is the fust world con- 
ference that encompasses the 
entire field of psychothera- 
py.” said Dr. Price, who slaved 
with his team for four years to 
organise the event. 

Another fir.t is the presence 
of non- Western therapists. Dr. 
Pritz said the congress made 
special dibits to invite 
Shamans from Siberia, Africa 
and Asia. 

"They have all had several 
years of training, and in their 
cultural contexts they are 
responsible for the spiritual 
well-being of their clients." 
he said. 

Dr. Pritz said diversity was 
\ital to the meeting. 

“It is not important how one 
group thinks things should 
he." he said. “We warned to 
give people a chance to pre- 
sent their schools and not pre- 
select from the very begin- 
ning " The conference strives 
to improve understanding and 
treatment of emotional prob- 
lems, Dr. Pritz said. Topics 
include training, ethical stan- 
dards. work environments, 
method'* and the use of psy- 
chotherapy in a larger politi- 
cal context. 


Supporters attack Australia’s suicide law 


DARWIN (R) — The 
world's first law allowing 
assisted suicides takes 
effect in Australia’s out- 
back on Monday, with sup- 
porters saying fresh regula- 
tions moke the law useless - 
and critics confident of 
winning their legal chal- 
lenge. 

“They (the Northern 
Territory government) have 
made an unworkable piece 
of legislation.’’ the volun- 
tary Euthanasia Network's 
Dr. Philip Nitschke told 
Reuters on Sunday. 

Dr. Nitschke and other 
Euthanasia supporters say 
the law is rendered useless 


by new regulations accom- 
panying it which require 
specialists supporting 
euthanasia applications to 
be territory residents. 

With a population of. jess 
than 200,000, the terpUaiy 
only has a handful of raed- 
icalj^peciftiists, and'j$'«m- 
cer specialist. 

“This made it harder than 
it was, and, heavens, it was 
hard enough as it was.” Dr. 
Nitschke said. 

The controversial law, 
which has divided 
Australians, allows doctors 
to help terminally ill 
patients kill themselves 
using pills or injections to 


first send the person to 
sleep and then kill them 
with a muscle relaxant. 

The territory government 
on Sunday denied the new 
rules would make the rights 
of the terminally ill; act 
uriwdfkable.’ - ■■■ ' - 
• ^Iri 1 fact.' the.'.; govern- 
ment has ensured that 
while maintaining the high- 
est standards, the act is 
operational from July l” 
territory health minister 
Denis Burke told the local 
Sunday Territorian newspa- 
per. 

Australia’s political lead- 
ers, including conservative 
Prime Minister John 


Howard, have criticised the 
euthanasia law and urged 
the territory government to 
reverse its decision. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Tim Fischer said last week 
the (aw would , promote a 
‘‘cul^of ,d^7 ; and. .turn 
doctors into’kiliers.’' 

Although the territory 
law takes effect on 
Monday, the nine-day 
"cooling off period which 
provides time for further 
checks and for patients to 
reconsider means, the first 
assisted death could not 
lake place for more than a 
week. 


BUJUMBURA (Agencies) 
— More than 1,300 
Burundian Hutus from the 
troubled northwestern bor- 
der region of Cibitoke have 
fled into Rwanda following 
reports of fresh violence, 
U.N. refugee agency offi- 
cials said Sunday. 

The reufgees crossed to 
Rwanda's southwestern 
border region of Cyangugu 
on Thursday and Friday, 
they said. “Definitely some- 
thing is happening in 
Cibitoke," one said. 

Cibitoke, bordering Zaire 
and Rwanda, is a haven for 
rebels of Burundi's Hutu 
majority who are waging an 
increasingly effective guer- 
rilla war against the almost 
exclusively Tutsi army. 

The latest refugee exodus 
coincided with an army 
report of killings in 
Cibitoke province, the most 
dangerous and lawless area 
in Burundi. 

A senior defence ministry 
official told Reuters on 
Saturday that government 
troops lolled 31 Hutu insur- 
gents in a gunbattle in 
Cibitoke on Thursday after 
rebels ambushed a military- 
escorted convoy and killed 
two soldiers and a civilian. 

Lack of security has made 
Cibitoke a no-go area foT 
Western aid workers. The 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross, the last aid 
agency working in 
Cibitoke, polled out of 
Burundi early in June after 
three of its Swiss staff were 
killed in an ambush. 

Meanwhile, at least 28 
Tutsis were massacred by 
suspected Hutu rebels in 
Rwanda’s western province 
in what government offi- 
cials described Saturday as 
continuing genocide in the 
troubled country, ... 

■ . ATfeey. -targetted iTuisis- in 
that asaid 3i;l miUtaiy 

spokesman Maj, Emmanuel 
Ndahiro. “It looks like the 
genocide is continuing by 
tire same people who were 
responsible in 1994." 

More than 500,000 people 
were killed in state-spon- 
sored genocide in 1994, 
most of them ethnic Tutsis 
and politically moderate 
Hutus. The killings stopped 
when Tutsi-led rebels 


defeated the former govern- 
ment forces, who fled to 
Zaire and other neighbour- 
ing countries with 20 per 
cent of Rwanda's popula- 
tion. 

Rwandan and U.N. 
human rights officials said 
the 2S people were killed in 
the Giciye area bordering 
Zaire in two attacks on vil- 
lages shortly after midnight 
Friday. 

All the victims were 
Tutsis and 19 were sur- 
vivors of the 1994 geno- 
cide. 

After the attack. Ndahiro 
said, the killers fled into the 
nearby Gishwati national 
forest, 20 kilometres (12.5 
miles) from the border with 
Zaire. 

U.N. human rights inves- 
tigators quoted witnesses of 
the killing as saying the 
attack was carried out by 
between 10 and 30 armed 
lnterabamwe, a name used 
for Hutu gangs responsible 
for much of the 1994 
killing. 

“The unidentified, armed 
men looted houses and stole 
goods,' 9 said Nathalie 
Pellan, spokesman for the 
U.N. human rights field 
operation in Rwanda. She 
said that U.N. team was 
investigating the report 

Human rights officials 
have expressed concern that 
genocide survivors are 
being targetted by support- 
ers of the former Hutu- 
supremacist government. 

More than 107 survivors 
have been killed since 
January, 45 of them in June 
alone. Most of die attacks 
have occurred in western 
Rwanda, along the border 
with Zaire where more than 
one miltion Hutus live in 
refugee camps. 

Rwanda and Burundi 
share the isaraei ethnic -nfix 
with; 8& per pent- Hutus^ 24 
per cent Tutsis and .1 per 
cent Twa, but the two coun- 
tries have different lan- 
guages, customs and histo- 
ries. 

More than 150,000 people 
have died in Burundi since 
ethnic fighting flared in 
October 1993 after Tutsi 
paratroopers assassinated 
the first democratically- 
elected Hutu president. 


Vietnam’s top communist 
official promises reform 
to raise living standards 


HANOI 1R) — Vietnam’s top communist official said 
on Sunday he was tired but ready to go on serving the 
people and party with a drive for faster, but still cau- 
tious. reform. 

Looking relaxed, his distinctive grey mane swept 
back and joking with reporters during a break in the 
ruling party's policy-defining congress. 79-year-old 
Do Muoi said he would remain in office until the peo- 
ple let him rest. 

“This is what the people require,” he said. “They 
make me work. How do I look to you? I am 80 years 
old. I am past the working age, but I think I am still 
young.” 

Despite the rumours of a leadership revamp that pre- 
ceded the landmark conclave, the eighth Communist 
Party congress, top cadres have decided to keep Mr. 
Muoi on as party secretary general, a post he has held 
since 1991. 

The two other members of the leadership triumvirate. 
President Le Due Anh and Prime Minister Vo Van Kiel, 
both in their 70s, will also stay on. 

Mr. Muoi, a no-nonsense revolutionary but also a 
charismatic figure, is seen by analysts as an important 
bridge between those in the party who are pushing for 
faster and more comprehensive reforms and the old 
guard which wants to apply the brakes. 

Hanoi launched a drive to breathe life into its failing 
economy 10 years ago. switching from a Soviet-style 
centrally planned system and adopting market princi- 
ples. 

That process began to bear fruit in the early 1990s 
and since 1992 the economy has grown by more than 
eight per cent a year. 

Mr. Muoi denied that Lhe party was divided, telling 
the crowd of reporters around him they had been fed 
"misinformation.” 

“We have never had any divisions." he said. “(Since) 
our August revolution in 1945, our main motto is 
‘unity, unity, great unity’ and we have had great suc- 
cess with that motto.'* 

He said he wanted to see further reform to raise liv- 
ing standards, but said it should not be implemented 
too quickly. 

“I myself want to accelerate that,” he said. '“But at the 
same time I want to see efficiency and stability. If 
development is too fast we make mistakes." 


Iceland’s new president seeks world peace 


REYKJAVIK (R) — 

Left-wing former 
Finance Minister Olafur 
Ragnar Grimsson claimed 
victory in Iceland’s presi- 
dential election on 
Sunday and said one of 
his main aims would be to 
work for world peace. 

Mr. Grimsson, 53. said 
his task as Iceland's fifth 
president since indepen- 
dence in 1944 was to 
unite the nation and he 
would resign from his 
political party, the leftist 
people’s alliance, within 
the next week. 

“From this morning on 
it will be my job and my 
wife's to unite the whole 
country,” he told Iceland 
television. 

Mr. Grimsson had won 
41.8 per cent of the vote 
after about 75 per cent of 
Saturday's ballot was 
counted". 

The right-wing’s pre- 
ferred candidate, high 
court judge Petur 
Hafstein. was in second 


place with 28.S per cent 
Former women’s party 
Member of Parliament 
Gudrun Agnarsduttir had 
26.8 per cent and peace 
campaign Asthor 

Magnusson had 2.6 per 
cent. 

Some 195,000 of 
Iceland’s 265,000 inhabi- 
tants were eligible to vote. 

The new president is 
due to be swom in on 
August 1. Iceland's presi- 
dency involves an apoliti- 
cal, ’ mainly ceremonial 
role and is for a four-year 
term. 

Mr. Grimsson spent 10 
years as a member of par- 
liament. three years as 
finance minister and eight 
years as chairman of the 
People’s Alliance. He 
retired from parliament 
earlier this year to stand 
in the presidential elec- 
tion. 

The current president 
Vigdis Fmnbugadoitir. 
has won respect and pop- 
ularity in her 16 years in 


office by eschewing party 
politics. Ms. 

Finnbogaduttir, the 

world's first popularly 
elected female bead of 
state, is retiring. 

Mr. Grimsson said he 
wanted to promote 
Iceland as a spokesman 
for peace, human rights 
and disarmament as the 
remote. North Atlantic 
island had never been at 
war or experienced civil 
unrest 

“There is a strong sense 
in the nation irrespective 
of political party that 
Iceland should represent 
these ideals in the world," 
Mr. Grimsson told a news 
conference. 

“We are a small, democ- 
ratic, non-violent society 
and we don’t threaten 
anybody... so we will be 
available as a negotiator, 
as a place, or as officials 
for those who desire to 
have Icelandic input or 
partnership," 

Mr. Grimsson said he 


wanted Iceland to expand 
its ties beyond Europe, 
citing Asia and Latin 
America as growth areas. 

“I think Iceland has 
tremendous opportunities 
in trade and economic 
relations in Asia and Latin 
America.” he said 

Mr. Grimsson said his 
political past would not 
interfere with his new 
position. 

“It was a clear decision 
when I decided to become 
a (presidential) candidate 
to move out of the party 
political arena," he said. 

Mr. Grimsson said he 
foresaw no problems in 
bis future dealings with 
Iceland's prime minister, 
the moderate conservative 
David Oddsson, a former 
political opponent. 

“I think we could have a 
very good professional 
and also quite pleasant 
working relationship," he 
said 


North Korea denies American PoWs still alive 


TOKYO (R) — North 
Korea has denied 
American prisoners cap- 
tured during the Korean 
war are still alive, and has 
threatened to call off the 
joint excavation of 
remains of U.S. soldiers if 
Washington insisted on 
such claims. 

“We have clearly noti- 
fied the U.S. side through 
various channels that there 
is no American prisoner of 
war alive in the DPRK 
(Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea),” 
North Korea's official 


media, Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA), 
said late on Saturday. 

“If the U.S. side goes 
against confidence-build- 
ing with the DPRK, 
counting on the fake story 
of some forces who seek a 
sinister political purpose, 
the joint excavation of 
U.S. remains will be 
exposed to danger," said 
KCNA. monitored in 
Tokyo. 

A recent internal report 
by U.S. Defence 
Department analyst 
Insung Lee, a Korean- 


American, suggested that 
10 to 15 U.S. prisoners of 
war (PoWs) might still be 
alive in North Korea in 
addition to four known 
American defectors. 

But Alan Liotta, deputy 
director of the Pentagon’s 
office on PoWs and 
troops missing in action, 
said there was no proof to 
support the report, 

A Defence Department 
team will leave for North 
Korea next month for the 
first U.S. -North Korean 
joint recovery operation to 
search for remains at the 


sites where two American 
warplanes were shot down 
in the conflict. 

Republican representa- 
tive Robert Doman of 
California said he 
believed some Americans 
could have survived more 
than 40 years in North 
Korean captivity after 
meeting a South Korean 
officer. The officer was 
captured in 1951 and 
escaped in 1994 after 
working as a slave labour- 
er in coal mines. 


Man with toy 

gun gives Chilean I 

leader a fright 

SANTIAGO, Chile (R) — 
Chilean police arrested a 
man loitering near President 
Eduardo Frei on Saturday 
and found what they 
thought was a pistol but 
turned out to be a toy gun. 

The man, wearing what 
looked like a blond wig and 
a jogging suit began acting 
strangely near Mr. Frei as 
the 54-year-old president 
inspected a new' highway 
overpass in the city of Vina 
Del Mar, about 60 kilome- 
tres west of the capital 
Police seized the- man and ** 
discovered he was carrying * 
what appeared to be a pis- 
tol, but which was found to 
be a toy. Mr. Frei continued 
with die inspection uninter- 
rupted. Police identified the 
man as Pablo Rivadeneira 
and said he seemed to be 
disturbed. They bad no 
informatiou oo whether he 
would be charged. 

The Who’s Roger 
Daltrey injured in 
preparation for 
big concert 
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LONDON (AP) — The 
Who singer Roger Daltrey is 
nursing a bruised left eye 
after fellow rocker Gary 
Glitter accidentally struck 
him with a microphone stand 
during rehearsals for a chari- 
ty rock concert. Daltrey per- 
formed at Saturday's concert 
in London's Hyde Park for 
Prince Charles’ Charity, the 
prince's trust, wearing an eye 
patch in the patriotic red, 
white and blue of Britain's 
national flag. There was no 
immediate confirmation of 
news reports that he had bro- 
ken a bone under the eye. 

Glitter said the accident hap- 
pened Friday while the two 
were rehearsing the Who’s 
rock opera ‘t^uadrophenia” 
in the park. He tripped, 
knocking the microphone 
stand into Daltrey. Rain may 
have made die stage slippery, 
said. “T thought-1 had token 
his eye ouDand done some- 
thing terrible; It was a terri- 
ble experience, 1 ” Glitter told ^ 

reporters Saturday. ‘1 feel {^2- 

terrible because not only did *- :: ?e h 
I hurt him, but he didn't get a •: a:;.?, 

chance to rehearse." The -■ --- Menjrep 
conceit, which also featured r Cjpr;* 

Bob Dylan and Eric Clapton. £ The:: .. 
raised £500.000 ($750,000) 
for the prince's trust 
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Kidnappings rise 
67 % in Philippines 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— Kidnappings rose 67 per 
cent in the first six months of 
this year to SO cases as crimi- 
nal groups found them to be a 
lucrative source of income, a 
report said Sunday. The 
Philippine Star said 113 peo- 
ple were kidnapped in die SO 
cases. Fourteen were killed 
by their captors and 22 
remain unaccounted for, it 
added. Police say kidnapping 
for ransom has become a 
flourishing business because 
many victims, particularly 
those from wealthy Filipino- 
Chinese business families, 
are believed to scare easily 
and pay quickly. But even 
middle-class Filipinos now 
fear the ineffective police 
response has encouraged new 
gangs that choose targets ran- 
domly among the general 
public. Accurate figures on 
the number of kidnappings in 
the country are difficult to 
obtain. Many families refuse 
to report kidnappings to 
police because of the wide- 
spread belief that current or 
former police officers are 
members of kidnap gangs. 
The Star based its figures on 
reports from police and the 
movement for the restoration 
of peace and order, a group 
formed by the Filipino- 
Chinese community to lobby 
for stronger action against 
crime. The newspaper said 43 
people were freed after pay- 
ing ransoms, 22 were res- 
cued, and the rest escaped or 
were abandoned During the 
same period last yeat; 77 peo- 
ple were kidnapped in 48 
cases. Significantly, 44 of this 
year's kidnappings, or mac 
than half the cases, were in 
Metro Manila. In this year’s 
instances, law enforcers 
caught and charged 91 sus- 
pects and killed 11 in clashes. 
Among this year’s 274 sus- 
pects. 19 were listed as police 
officers. Last year, six of 95 
suspects were policemen, the 
Star said 
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Boris Yeltsin misses last 
chance before crucial poll 


Jordan Times, Monday, July 1, 1996 


MOSCOW (API _ 
President Boris Yeltsin 
stayed away from a festival 
Sunday, missing one of his 
last chances to campaign 
before a crucial vote and 
adding to concerns about 
his health. 

Presidential aides had said 
Yeltsin might attend the 
Moscow festival if he 
regained his voice. Monday 
will be his last day to cam- 
paign before Wednesday’s 
runoff against Communist 
Gennady Zyuganov. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s aides have 
done their best to bury the 
health issue, reassuring 
Russians that their 65 -year- 
old president simply lost his 
voice from his frenetic cam- 
paigning and will be fight- 
ing fit by election day. 

Mr. Yeltsin left his coun- 
try home outside Moscow 
on Saturday for a short 
working day in the Kremlin, 
where TV newscasts 
showed a smiling but slight- 
ly weary-Iooking president 
talking with aide Viktor 
Ilyushin. 

The president reportedly 
planned to meet Sunday 
with Grigory Yavlinsky, a 
reformer who finished 
fourth in the June 16 elec- 


tion. There was speculation 
that Mr. Yeltsin may try to 
reach some sort of a deal 
with Yavlinsky in hopes of 
winning over his voters. 

Mr. Yeltsin needs the sup- 
port of Russians who voted 
for other democratic or cen- 
trist candidates in the first 
round if he is to defeat Mr. 
Zyuganov. He brought the 
third-place finisher. 

Alexander Lebed, on board 
by naming him national 
security chief. 

Mr. Zyuganov has tried to 
ride concerns about 
Yeltsin’s health to a late 
campaign surge, calling the 
president ailing and unfit to 
govern Russia. 

“The strain of rock con- 
certs and long campaign 
trips has rendered him 
unable to visit even nearby 
places,” the 52-year-old Mr. 
Zyuganov told a news con- 
ference Saturday. “If he is 
really laid up with laryngi- 
tis, why cancel meetings 
with public servants?” 

Yeltsin’s forced break 
from the campaign is well- 
timed for Mr. Zyuganov. 
The Communist Party func- 
tionary has been trying 
recently to change his 
stodgy image, with publi- 


cised appearances dancing 
at a discotheque and playing 
volleyball. 

Tbe good news for Mr. 
Yeltsin's campaign 

Saturday: Russia’s three 
major TV networks, all pro- 
Yeltsin, ignored Mr. 
Zyguanov’s attack and only 
hinted that the president’s 
health is again an issue. 

Yeltsin canceled several 
campaign appearances last 
week aod skipped a gather- 
ing in tbe Kremlin on 
Friday. 

Political adviser Georgy 
Satarov said that when he 
met Friday with Mr. Yeltsin, 
tiie president told him he 
needs “another two or three 
days to return to his full 
fighting form,” the Interfax 
news agency reported. 

Mr. Yeltsin's public 
approval rating was in sin- 
gle digits as recently as 
January, dragged down by 
widespread concerns about 
his heart condition and dis- 
approval of his government 
and erratic behaviour. 

He bounced back to take 
the lead after a buoyant 
campaign that portrayed an 
in -comm and, vibrant presi- 
dent, with no hint of a 
health crisis. 


French minister draws fire 
on Paris mayor scandal 


PARIS (R) — French 
Justice Minister Jacques 
Ton bon was at the centre of 
a political row on Sunday, 
facing opposition charges 
of interfering in judicial 
inquiries into the Paris 
mayor. Jean Tiberi. 

Socialist Party leaders 
saw Mr. Toubcm’s hand 
behind a decision by the 
Paris public prosecutor not , 
rapcobe an ethics •complaint i 
against Mr. Tiberi for ids < 
son’s use ofanty -owned ' 
apartment, and the with- 
drawal of police officers 
from a search of Mr. 
Tiberi *s flat by a top anti- 
corruption magistrate last 
Thursday. 

The opposition drew a 
direct line between the 
alleged abuse of influence 
by Mr. Tiberi and Jacques 
Chirac, who was Paris 
mayor before elected presi- 
dent in May 19 95, and 
Prime Minister Alain 
Juppe, who was Paris 
deputy mayor and handled 
its finances. 

Both Mr. Chirac and Mr. 
Juppe came under media 
scrutiny last year over their 
use of low-rent Paris hous- 
ing. Neither was charged 
but Mr. Juppe pre-empted a 
judge's eviction order by 
moving out. 


Mr. Toubon “is no longer 
the guardian of justice but 
the guardian of bis 
friends,” Socialist Party 
leader Lionel Jospin told a 
party convention meeting 
on Sunday. “This scan- 
dalous affair is truly an 
affair of state.” 

Mr. Jospin said he would 
make the judiciary indepen- 
dent if the socialists won the 
1998 general.elecuon. 

L The. left-wing Magistrates 
Union called on Sunday for 
Mr. Toubon to resign, 
accusing him of burying 
sensitive cases and using 
the justice ministry as a 
political toot 

Socialist Party spokesman 
Francois Hollande said on 
Saturday: “Today we have 
striking proof that this gov- 
ernment is more interested 
in stifling scandals than in 
the proper working of jus- 
tice.” 

Mr. Toubon is an influen- 
tial member of President 
Chirac’s centre-right 

Gaullist party, to which Mr. 
Tiberi also belongs, and 
which is being investigated 
for possible illegal funding 
by Mr. Halphen. 

Mr. Halphen had asked 
for three police officers to 
go with him to search Mr. 
Tiberi ’s apartment last 


Thursday but they were told 
at the last minute not to go 
into the flat with Mr. 
Halphen. 

The head of the Paris 
Criminal Police, Olivier 
Poll, told Sunday newspa- 
per journal De Dimanche he 
took the decision to poll the 
officers off the search with- 
out consulting superiors. 

“An inquiry is not a trea- 
sure 'hunt. The Republican 
police’ Wrib be aboVe sus- 
picion. It is not the secret 
service,” he said, indicating 
that Mr. Halphen had not 
briefed his officers as was 
normal before the search. 

Mr. Tiberi, who succeed- 
ed Mr. Chirac as mayor 
when Mr. Chirac was elect- 
ed president, faced allega- 
tions of conflict of interest 
over his son Dominique’s 
tenancy of a city-owned 
flat, including allegations 
that it was lavishly renovat- 
ed at public expense. 

The prosecutor ruled Mr. 
Jean Tiberi had not broken 
conflict of interest laws in 
the municipality’s decision 
to let his son have the flat 
from 1989-95. A three-year 
statute of limitations for 
such cases meant it could 
not be followed up in any 
event. 


Spain press, politicians ask 
Basque ETA to extend truce 


K 


MADRID (R) — -As Basque 
ETA guerrillas neared the 
end of a one-week truce at 
midnight on Sunday, news- 
papers and politicians urged 
the separatist rebels to 
respond to a conciliatory 
move by Spain’s new con- 
servative government. 

“I hope to God ETA 
reflects on this,” Juan Maria 
Anitxa, interior minister in 
the Basque country's region- 
al government. told 
reporters. 

“Whatever happens from 
tonight on wands is ETA’s 
responsibility.” wrote the 
Basque daily El Correu. In 
Madrid, the daily El Pais 
echoed: 'The ball is now in 
ETA's court more than ever 
before” 

Hopes that peace talks 
could be in sight for the first 
time this decade rose on 
Saturday when ETA's politi- 
cal arm. Hern Barasuna. 
grudgingly welcomed a gov- 
ernment decision to mo'e 3- 
of the group’s nearly 500 
jailed members into prisons 
closer to the Basque countrv. 

“The fact that (Madrid) is 
backtracking on the policy 
of distancing prisoners from 
the Basque country seems to 
us to be a good thing,” Herri 
Batasuna spokesman Floren 

Ayt/. told a rally. 


Convicted members of 
ETA, which has killed some 
S00 people in its fight for 
independence since 1968, 
are usually dispersed in pris- 
ons all over Spain to make it 
more difficult for them to 
form networks. The reloca- 
tion of jailed rebels closer to 
their homes has been a key 
ETA demand for months. 

The Basque daily Egin, 
which usually reflects ETA 
views and publishes rebel 
communiques, provided no 
clues on Sunday as to 
whether the truce might be 
extended past midnight 
“Keep going.” it told the 
government in an editorial. 
-The closer a greater num- 
ber of Basque political pris- 
oners are to their homes, the 
better ... but there are still 
447 to go." 

But Xabier A/zalluz, presi- 
dent of the moderate ruling 
Basque Nationalist Party 
(PNV). said the rebels must 
not misread the new mood 
T sav to ETA, if you think 
we are begging you for (an 
extended) mice on our 
knees, you’re wrong, he 

told a rally. . 

Interior Minister Jaime 
Mayor Oreja denied at a 
news conference in the 
Basque country on Saturday 
that the government move 


represented a partial accep- 
tance of ETA demands. 

He said the government of 
new Prime Minister Jose 
Maria Aznar had taken an 
individual decision on each 
of the 32 prisoners to be 
moved 

The announcement, fol- 
lowing the ETA truce and 
revelations about early con- 
tacts last year, further raised 
hopes of a breakthrough for 
tbe first time since the last 
known face-to-face negotia- 
tions broke down in Algiers 
in 1989. 

‘It no longer seems like an 
exaggeration to state that we 
are now faced with a historic 
chance for peace,” the pro- 
Aznar daily El Mundo wrote 
in an editorial on Saturday. 

Argentine Nobel Peace 
Prize-winner Adolfo Perez 
Esquivel disclosed last week 
that ETA — the Basque-lan- 
guage initials for Basque 
Homeland and Freedom — 
had used him as a go- 
between last year in a bid to 
start peace talks with the 
government of Aznar 's 
socialist predecessor Felipe 
Gonzalez. ETA announced 
its one-week truce last 
Sunday — a largely symbol- 
ic gesture, since the frequen- 
cy of its attacks is far less 
than one a week. 


Hong Kong rallies mark one year to China rule 


HONG KONG (R) — 
Exactly a year before 
Britain hands Hong Kong 
back to China, Beijing and 
its supporters rubbed their 
hands with glee while 
London and some Hong 
Kong democrats expressed 
fears about the bustling ter- 
ritory’s future. 

Hong Kong marked the 
one-year countdown with 
street demonstrations on 
Sunday, as thousands of 
pro-China supporters ral- 
lied to welcome its return 
and the end of colonial rule. 

Later, hundreds of pro- 
democracy activists, pre- 
ceded by a band of tradi- 
tional Chinese lion dancers, 
marched through tbe city 
streets to the Xinhua news 
agency, China’s facto 
embassy in Hong Kong, to 
protest against Beijing’s 
decision to replace the 
colony’s elected legislature 
with an appointed body. 

To the beat of drums, and 
a backdrop of banners 
declaring “Power to the 
people.” about 300 demon- 
strators sat on tbe road out- 
side a heavily-barricaded 
Xinhua and sang verses of 
the well-known song “We 
shall overcome” in 
Chinese. 

In China, the Communist 
Party revelled in the 
prospect of regaining sov- 
ereignty over the British 
colony, hailing an end to 
150 years of colonial 
hu mili ation. Its people’s 
army pledged to safeguard 
Hong Kong's six milli on 
people. 

“The return of Hong 
Kong to the motherland is a 
great and shining moment 
in tbe history of China,” the 
Communist Party mouth- 
piece, the People’s Daily, 
said in an editorial. 

“Today, under the leader- 
ship of the Communist 
Party, the people of China 
have stood up and finally 
will wash away a century of 
national shame,” it said. 

The territory reverts ro 
China- ax midnigbron June 
30, 1997, after 150 years of 
colonial rule. 

Outgoing ruler Britain 
was more concerned about 
whether China would hon- 
our its commitment to 
maintaining the freedoms 
London argues lie at the 
heart of Hong Kong's suc- 
cess. 

Foreign secretary 

Malcolm Rifkind, in an 


interview published in 
Hong Kong's South China 
Morning Post on Sunday, 
called on China to show 
tolerance towards the 
colony’s biggest and must 
popular political party, the 
Democratic Party. 

“1 think it is in China’s 
interest to take into 
account, into respect, those 
political leaders who clear- 
ly have the support of the 
people,” he said. 

He warned China that any 
move to restrict freedoms 
after 1997 would concern 
not only Britain but also the 
international community, 
but added he was confident 
Beijing would not crack 
down on what it saw as dis- 
sent 

“It would have conse- 
quences far beyond tbe 
individuals directly affect- 
ed, and I am sure the 
Chinese will not risk such 
an outcome,” Mr. Rifkin d 
told the paper. 

Outpsoken pro-democra- 
cy legislator Emily Lau, 
barred by China from peti- 
tioning Beijing against tbe 
provisional legislature, 
addressed the same theme 
at the Xinhua demonstra- 
tion under the watchful eye 
of police. 

“I ask the Hong Kong to 
stand up not only for 
human rights in China, but 
for democracy in Hong 
Kong.” she said. “And I ask 
the international communi- 
ty to support us." 

Police allowed several 
protesters inside the barri- 
cades to leave a petition 
and small banner, 
“Democracy and the role of 
law” on the building’s 
doorstep. 

A few blocks away, about 
500 people waved flags in 
support of speeches by 
leaders of HoDg Kong's 
main pro-China party. 

One senior Chinese offi- 
cial told an earlier rally that 
activists wanting to go ro 
Beijing to. petition against 
dismantling the , , colony’s 
elected legislature would be 
barred entry to China. 

“Members of an alliance 
against the provisional leg- 
islature want to fly to 
Beijing on Monday to offer 
their opinions,” said Zheng 
Guo Xiong, deputy director 
of Xinhua. 

“The Chinese Public 
Security Bureau has 
informed them that they 
will not be allowed to enter 



Pro-democracy demonstrators march by a tram station in the business Central 
District toward Xmhha^ China" s de facto ertrbassy in Hong Kong, to prot&t against 
Beijing’s decision to replace 1 the* tofoby’s elected legislature with an appointed body, 
on Sbnday. Httiig Kong marked its one-year countdown to Chinese'” Sunt 
with demonstrations and rallie (Reuters photo) 


China. If they do. they must 
bear all the consequences.” 
Mr. Zheng told reporters. 

The seven-member dele- 
gation vowed to press 
ahead with its planned trip 
ro Beijing on Monday to 
deliver a 60,000-signature 
petition against the provi- 
sional legislature. 


Hong Kong journalists 
expressed serious misgiv- 
ings over press freedom 
after the handover, saying 
there were clear indications 
that China intends to curb 
freedom of expression. 

But Governor Chris 
Patten urged Hong Kong 
people in a public radio 


address not to focus on the 
countdown to Chinese rule 
but to assume their lives 
would remain unchanged 
after the transfer. 

“We can’t count our way 
to a better future. We have 
to work for that. Argue for 
that. Stand up lor that,” Mr. 
Patten said. 


Mexico 

government 

says 

country 

peaceful 

MEXICO CITY (R) — The 
Mexican government assured 
its citizens late on Saturday 
that the country was at peace, 
just one day after a new armed 
rebel group made a brief and 
unexpected debut in a south- 
western Mexican state. 

Around 80 masked men car- 
rying assault rifles interrupted 
a political rally on Friday at 
Aguas Blancas in Guerrero 
state to announce die creation 
of a new group called the 
Popu lar Revolutionary Army 
(EPR). 

After reading a manifested 
calling on peasants to rise up 
and overthrow the govern- 
ment and firing volleys into 
the air, the men disappeared 
into the surrounding moun- 
tains. 

“There is in the country a 
climate of tranquillity. 
Twenty-four hours after the 
events in the Stare of 
Guerrero, there are no fresh 
reports of any activity r e lated 
to that group (the PER) in 
(Guerrero),'* the interior min- 
istry said. 

Tbe ministry said in a state- 
ment issued on behalf of the 
whole federal government 
that the authorities were inves- 
tigating the only armed clash 
reported so for between sup- 
posed EPR members and 
police. Hours after the gun-tot- 
ting rebels made their appear- 
ance at Aguas Blancas, about 
20 aimed men handing out 
EPR propaganda dashed with 
police on a highway in a dif- 
ferent part of Guerrero state, 
about slO kilometres from tbe 
state capital Qulpancingu. 


Suu Kyi denounces holding of political prisoners 


RANGOON. Burma 
(AP) — Pro-democracy 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
denounced the holding of 
political prisoners Sunday 
during a rally before 
some 4,000 supporters 
outside her home. 

“It is meaningless to 
imprison a person amply 
because of different polit- 
ical beliefs,” Ms. Suu Kyi 
said. “You cannot change 
a person’s political beliefs 
just by imprisoning him." 

Weekend rallies outside 
Ms. Suu Kyi’s home are 
virtually the only opposi- 
tion activity Burma's mil- 
itary regime has permit- 
ted her since she was 
freed from six years of 
house arrest last July. 
Authorities did not inter- 
fere with Sunday's rally. 

Crowds at gatherings in 
the past month have 
soared as high as 10,000 
since Ms. Suu Kyi, win- 
ner of the 1991 Nobel 
Peace Prize, stepped up 
her campaign of non-vio- 
lent promotion of democ- 
racy. 


The most recent meet- 
ings have tapered off, 
however, since the ruling 
State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 
imposed harsh new laws 
aimed at curbing her 
activities. 

Ms. Suu Kyi held a IB- 
minute question-and- 
answer session with 
Sunday’s crowd, making 
toms speaking with other 
leaders of her National 
League for Democracy. 

“Political prisoners in 
jails are in poor health 
due to ill-treatment by 
prison wardens,” a ques- 
tioner shouted. “Are 
political prisoners in 
democratic countries 
being ill-treated like 
this?” 

Ms. Suu Kyi responded 
that the deplorable condi- 
tions of Burma’s jails, 
where torture of political 
detainees is routine, have 
been well-reported by 
U.N. human-rights 
experts. 

“Political prisoners 
exist only in countries 


where democracy is not 
practised,” Ms. Suu Kyi 
said. 

The junta detained some 
262 of Ms. Suu Kyis fol- 
lowers in late May io try 
to prevent a party con- 
gress. 

Most have been freed, 
but anywhere from three 
to 20 are believed to have 
been sent to Insein Prison 
near Rangoon and face 
charges of violating secu- 
rity laws that would bring 
long sentences. 

James Leander Nichols, 
65, a former honorary 
consul for several 
Scandinavian countries 
and Switzerland, died of a 
reported stroke a week 
ago at Insein Prison, noto- 
rious for deplorable con- 
ditions. 

Die death has created a 
diplomatic incident. 
Denmark, one of the 
countries Mr. Nichols 
represented, has urged the 
European Union to jointly 
adopt sanctions against 
Burma with the United 
States. 


Mr. Nichols had been 
amested in April and sen- 
tenced for illegally pos- 
sessing fax machines and 
a telephone switchboard. 
But his family says he 
was actually punished for 
his friendship wiib Ms. 
Suu Kyi. 

Mr. Suu Kyi did not 
mention Mr. Nichols in 
her speech, but she 
attended a Buddhist 
memorial ceremony for 
him Friday. 

A Christian ceremony 
that diplomats had 
planned to attend Sunday 
was apparently postponed 
until next week due to 
lack of availability of a 
church and Roman 
Catholic priest. 

Mr. Nichols suffered 
heart trouble and dia- 
betes. The London-based 
human-rights group 
Amnesty International 
has reported that Mr. 
Nichols was deprived of 
sleep for several nights 
before his death. 


Gunmen open fire in Medellin, 16 killed 


BOGOTA, Colombia 
(AP) — Masked gunmen 
fired indiscriminately on 
people at a bus terminal 
and a pool hall in the west- 
ern city of Medellin, 
killing at least 16 and 
wounding four. 

Police suspect the mas- 
sacre Saturday night was 
carried out by a criminal 
gang called “Los 
VicTOrinos” which is feud- 
ing with urban militias 
linked to leftist guerrillas. 

The attack was one of the 
worst in recent years in 
Medellin, a city of 2.5 mil- 


lion where militias, com- 
mon criminals and other 
armed bands control zones 
in poor neighbourhoods. 

Witnesses said the gun- 
men, who numbered about 
10 and fled in cars after 
the shooting, asked their 
victims where militia 
chiefs were before open- 
ing fire, said Gen. Alfredo 
Salgado, head of Medellin 
police. 

“It makes us suspect this 
was about vengeance” 
Salgado cold RCN Radio 
Sunday. Three members of 
“Los Victorinos” were 


killed Thursday in a 
shootout. 

“Los Victorinos" is an 
apparent reference to a 
popular soap opera of the 
same name in which the 
main characters get 

involved in bad business 
and are killed. 

Two people were killed 
at the scene ai the scene of 
the shooting Saturday in 
the city’s Belen neighbour- 
hood and another 14 died 
while being treated in hos- 
pitals. Four others were in 
serious condition and 

under protection. 


All the victims were 
young men between 15 and 
28 years old. 

In another incident 
Saturday, unidentified 
gunmen killed four men 
and wounded two women 
on a farm on the outskirts 
of Medeli i n . Vi olence 

remains high in the city 
despite the killing of drug 
boss Pablo Escobar in 
December. 1993. Salgado 
admitted there are not 
enough police to control 
the situation. 
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Politician with no programme 

THERE ARE many and varied reasons that 
Jordanian opposition leaders usually list in 
explaining the weak performance of their 
parties, whether in terms of problems they 
face in widening their popular base, in 
winning votes or even in getting their voices 
effectively heard. Invariably absent from the 
list, however, is a most crucial factor that 
could, on its own, account for the dismal 
failure of the opposition so far to make a 
real difference. Simply put, what is missing 
arc party programmes which could present 
viable and workable alternatives to 
government policies both in political and 
economic fields. 

Take, for example, the issue of bread 
prices which the government intends to raise 
in a necessary move to cut and streamline 
subsidies, reduce waste and redirect public 
funds to where they are most needed. 

The better-established opposition parties, 
such as the Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
instead of acknowledging that the country is 
facing a serious socio-economic problem 
which could develop into a crisis if the 
government does not act to address it now, is 
reacting by drawing one useless red line after 
another. YVe had thought that only regimes 
loved the games of "red lines." Obviously, 
the opposition spotted a seductive issue in 
the controversy over the bread prices, hoping 
that a campaign to "protect the poor and 
needy" would win it some timely support 
from the public. What the opposition chose 
to ignore, though, is that the country as a 
whole has limited options in a) sticking 
with (Ke IMF-prescribed , programme _ 'fOi* 
cconorrtfc 'recovery; b) working to reduce the 
P budget deficit: c) extending help by the state 
to only those who need and deserve it; and d) 
putting an end to hoarding in livestock feed, 
which was caused originally by the policy of 
subsidies which was started and followed by 
previous governments. 

The government's impending decision to 
raise the price of bread comes in direct 
response to the increase in the international 
cost of wheat which more than quadrupled at 
one point this year. The government had 
allocated about JD30 million in the 1996 
budget for subsidising the price of bread, 
which is low by any standards. But in light 
of the unexpected hike, the amount allocated 
would not be enough to cover one-third of 
the new cost. The choice was either to suffer 
a huge budget deficit or begin to address 
once and for all the festering issue of 
subsidies. Allowing a new budget deficit 
would have meant losing the support of the 
IMF with it entails in terms of foregoing 
promised loans and credit facilities. 

Whether the opposition leaders have a 
' iahlc alternative to the economic recovery 
programme that was started in 1989. we 
really doubt it. YVhat we would have expected 
of them, therefore, is first not to try and 
upstage the government on this highly 
sensitive issue and second to agree on the 
need for an altogether new policy on 
subsidies. The opposition could and should 
differ with the government on ways and 
means to implement this new policy. Just as 
! the concerned ministries are working on a 
detailed plan under which limited income 
groups of society will not suffer when the 
j S ”bsidies are left, the opposition can come 
; up with counterplans on how this might be 
j done. 

J But the opposition chose to go for more 
! rhetoric, electing to battle the government 
; *»' er the choice of headlines rather than 
i •rouble itself with the hard work of devising 
j and fine tuning the right programme. Hence 
! the meaningless warnings against crossing 
"red lines" that would affect the food of the 
j p» 'iplc. 

' The IAF in a clear display of political 
! •mitctc. even suggested that the government 
| cut down on foreign trips by its members to 
foot the hill of the increased cost of bread 
subsidies. Could this really be a sound 
j alternative, or a realistic solution to the 
j prohtem, in order for it to be proposed by a 
i l ,ap *J that claims the largest representation 
in Parliament? 

The opposition could gain more sympathy 
and support from the public if it could 
articulate realistic and workable programmes 
in a country where people are more thirsty 
for solutions than revolutions. In the long 
run, the only thing the opposition could 
achieve by adopting theoretical and highly 
ideological stands is providing another 
evidence or its inability to act as a credible 
member of the country's body politic and 
subjecting the Kingdom to unnecessary 
LjJiv isio ns. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Netanyahu and the investment 
climate in Jordan and Israel 


UNCERTAINTY ABOUT the future of the region and 
speculation on how badly the Jordanian investment mar- 
ket will be affected have been riding high since Beoyamin 
N etany ahu was announced prime minister of Israel. 
Clearly, one must study the effects) of the election of 
Beoyamin Netanyahu, a man who promised a tough stand 
against Arabs and flaunted a “no land for peace” logo dur- 
ing his election campaign, on the flow of investment 
funds to Jordan. 

International investors are in a state of watchful waiting 
and domestic investors in both Jordan and Israel are 
already downsizing their planned investments. But before 
we speak of possible dooms and looming disasters, let us 
review the highlights of both countries’ economic boons 
following the peace agreement and then evaluate the pos- 
sible impact of the Netanyahu victory on both countries. 

The Jordan-Xsrael peace agreement, signed on Oct. 26, 

1994. proved, at once, to be beneficial to both parties. In 

1995, a year after the peace treaty was signed, the 
Jordanian economy showed a real growth in the GDP, of 

6.4 per cent, an inflation rate of 3.5 per cent and unem- 
ployment rate of 15 per cent, which is almost five per- 
centage points below the unemployment rate of the previ- 
ous year. 

One sector that may be used by investors to gauge world 
perception of the region, tourism, which accounts for 
almost 15 per cent of the GDP, increased by 35 per cent, 
outpacing growth in the rest of the tourism sectors in the 
region by 10 per cent. Fixed investment expenditures 
increased in 1995 by 22 per cent, to S2169 million, to 
make up 32.9 per cent of the GDP. This percentage was 
expected, before the Netanyahu election, to rise further to 

33.4 per cent in 1997. 

How well did Israel do in 1995? Extremely well: it 
boasted a $16,000 GDP per capita and a 6 per cent unem- 
ployment rate as its economy grew by 7.1 per cent and 
was expected to grow by at least 5 per cent this year. 
Direct foreign investment has more than doubled in 1995, 
to $2.2 billion. Foreign investors are said to hold between 
7 and 10 per cent of the shares traded in the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange and Intel, the computer chip-maker, 
recently signed an agreement to build a $1 .6 billion facto- 
ry in Israel. Furthermore, military spending dropped from 
20 per cent of the GDP to 8 per cent after the Israelis made 
peace with the Palestinians, thereby diverting over $10 
billion from miliary, non-productive expenditures to 
industrial and infrastructure development funds. 
Additionally, as the Arab boycott of businesses that dealt 
with Israel ended last year. Israeli exports jumped by 10 
per cent, with 50 per cent of this rise being due to trade 
with new markets. Overall, since the historic handshake 
between Yasser Arafat and Yitzhak Rabin on the lawn of 
the White House in Washington, DC., the Israeli economy 
has been growing at 6 per cent year, a figure which sig- 
nalled to the world a new erajn die Middle East. 

. Apparently, both eepnomies havie been, on the rise With 
optimism leading the general atmosphere in bothjedun- • 
tri^Sr Re&ntly, however 1 , the economic outlook has start- ‘ 


ed to change and there is fear of a slowdown in both 
economies, especially in Jordan where uncertainty 
shrouds the future prospects for peace in the region and 
the possibility of a continued strong economic recovery. 

“Certainly the investors' mood will be more bearish if 
Ml Netanyahu is elected,” said Victor Halpeit, an analyst 
at Solomon Brothers Inc., in London, in the International 
Herald Tribune. "One investor told me that if Mr. 
Netanyahu wins, be will suspend his plans for investment 
in Israel for at least six to 12 months while he waits to see 
what will happen to the peace process.” This assessment 
is typical for how rational investors approach investment 
decisions and how they consider the risks vis-h-vis the 
returns that are associated with existing in a region 
plagued by hate, fear and mistrust. 

Jordanian markets will have to weather the downturn 
resulting from withdrawal of foreign investment which 
will be very small due to the insignificance of foreign 
investment relative to Arabic and Jordanian investments. 
Stock prices at the Amman Financial Market, already 
depressed due to the tight money policy and the resulting 
high interest rate, have been falling steadily since 
Netanyahu was elected last month. However, Israeli mar- 
kets — if all else remains the same — will be more 
adversely affected than the Jordanian markets because of 
the relatively huge amounts of investment funds that are 
employed in the Israeli economy. (Foreign investment in 
Israel represents 60 per cent of foreign investment in the 
whole region). 

The Palestinian National Authority (PNA) will probably 
suffer the most because of the transfer of funds from the 
West Bank and Gaza to Jordan as Netanyahu restricts the 
movement of people and their product. 

Also, remittances from the Golf that traditionally went 
to the occupied territories may be diverted to Jordan as a 
safer place for savings. Thus, funds will be diverted to 
Jordan from inside the self-rule areas and the Gulf. 
Already the Palestinian Monetary Authority has 
expressed concern and dismay over the fact that some 
Jordanian banks which are based in the West Bank and 
Gaza are transferring the deposits they obtained in the 
self-rule areas to their A mman branches. However, these 
fends will most likely not be invested in Jordan due to the 
high interest rate which is inhibiting investment, and will 
remain in banks, causing inflation to rise as the supply of 
money increases in spite of the present tight money poli- 
cy of the Central Bank. (A caveat may be in order here: 
the Centra] Bank should not attempt to increase the inter- 
est rate further to curb the possible resulting inflation; the 
huge amount of Jordanian dinars abroad will make sucb a 
policy ineffective: actually, the reverse may prove more 
advantageous to Jordan). 

Strangely enough. Netanyahu's election may lead to 
unemployment in Israel and inflation, with slight unem- 
ployment in Jordan, which means that the misery index 
(the soratof inflation and unemployment fates) will rise iq: 
both countries. Indeed, the world .ojf^goljncs ,j6eara spin?.' 
strange fruits. ■’ " . : ’ 


The Pentagon papers watershed 


By Anthony Lewis 
BOSTON — It will be 25 
years next week since the 
decision that, more than any 
other, established the modem 
independence of the 
American press — its will- 
ingness to challenge official 
truth. That was the decision 
of The New York Times to 
publish the Pentagon Papers. 

We were a much tamer 
press before 1971. more 
closely tied to the govern- 
ment. In Washington, most of 
us unsceptically accepted the 
main themes of U.S. foreign 
policy. We assumed the good 
faith of officials and respect- 
ed their knowledge as superi- 
or to ours. 

Telling readers about the 
Pentagon Papers was a sharp 
break from those attitudes. 
The papers were a secret offi- 
cial history of the Vietnam 
war. highly classified. Their 
47 volumes raised profound 
doubts about how and why 
we had gone into a terrible 
wa- that by then many 
regarded as a disastrous mis- 
takes. 

The premises of the old 
press-government relation- 
ship had been shattered by 
Vietnam. Officials bad told so 
many lies about the war that 
no rational journalist could 
any longer accept their word 
on faith. Far from having 


superior knowledge, they had 
repeatedly shown themselves 
less informed than correspon- 
dents on the ground. 

Nevertheless, it was not an 
easy decision for The Times 
to publish extensive stories 
and pages of text. The war 
was still raging, and 
American soldiers were com- 
ing home in body bags. 
Moreover, the law firm that 
had advised The Times for 
decades said it would be a 
crime to publish. 

Publication began Sunday, 
June 13. On Tuesday the 
Nixon administration went to 
court to stop iL 

President Richard Nixon 
had been pressed to act by bis 
national security adviser. 
Henry Kissinger, who told a 
White House meeting that 
unless sucb "wholesale sub- 
version” was stopped, “we 
might just as well turn it all 
over to the Soviets and get it 
over with.” 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Murray Gurfein issued a tem- 
porary restraining order, and 
The Times stopped its series. 
Judge Gurfein. a former mili- 
tary intelligence officer, had 
just gone on the bench: this 
was his first case. But he rhea 
acted with the probing scepti- 
cism of an experienced judge. 
In a closed hearing he kept 
asking government witnesses 


exactly what in the papers 
might endanger national 
security. Unpersuaded by 
vague answers, he decided to 
lift the restraint, saying: ‘The 
security of this nation is not 
at the ramparts alone. 
Security also lies in our free 
institutions. A cantankerous 
press, an obstinate press, a 
ubiquitous press must be suf- 
fered by those in authority in 
order to preserve the even 
greater values of freedom of 
expression and the right of 
the people to know.” 

The legal battle lasted just 
16 days — in New York and 
in Washington, where The 
Washington Post had started 
to write about the Pentagon 
Papers. On June 30. the 
Supreme Court decided. 6-3, 
that the government had not 
made the constitutionally dif- 
ficult case for a prior 
restraint. Publication 

resumed. 

A new book by Professor 
David Rudenstine, "The Day 
the Press Stopped,” tells the 
story of the case. ! found it 
fascinating, though I disagree 
with Mr. Ruden stine's view 
that there were real reasons 
for concern about national 
security. Erwin N. Griswold, 
who as solicitor general had 
told the Supreme Court that 
there was real danger, wrote 
in 1989 that he had "never 


seen a trace of a threat to the 
national security from the 
publication.” 

The legal outcome was 
only a qualified victory for 
freedom of the press. The 
Supreme Court and other 
courts still, from time to time, 
accept the government's 
familiar argument that judges 
must defer to its view of dan- 
ger to national security — a 
deference that will always 
lead to censorship. But the 
episode bad a galvanising 
effect on the press. Together 
with the exposures of 
Watergate that began in The 
Washington Post a year later, 
it led to a much more chal- 
lenging kind of journalism. 
Sometimes I think it is frivo- 
lously aggressive now. but 
the spirit is there to bold gov- 
ernment accountable. 

Justice Hugo Black wrote 
in the Pentagon Papers case 
— his last opinion before be 
retired and died — that the 
First Amendment protected 
the press "so that it could 
bare the secrets of govern- 
ment and inform the people.” 
In "revealing the workings of 
government that led to the 
Vietnam war." be said, news- 
papers "nobly did precisely 
that which the Founders 
hoped and trusted they would 
do.” 

The A few York Times 


Human Rights File 


Fanaticism is 
not conducive 
to peace 


By Dr. Waleed M. Sa’di 

THE MORE I think about 
it the more I am con- 
vinced that the Middle 
East will face troubled 
waters in the months and 
years ahead and in the 
process wreak havoc with, 
first, the embryonic cul- 
ture of peace that has been 
painstakingly nurtured 
over the past four years or 
so and. in turn, with the 
peace process itself. 

I am not thinking of the 
repercussions of the rise 
to power in Israel of the 
Likud and the religious 
parties only, but of other 
factors whose cumulative 
effect could deal a death 
blow to peace in the area. 

Much of the concern of 
the Arab- side and the 
international community 
has centred on the 
declared positions of 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
beginning with his rejec- 
tion of a Palestinian state 
and refusal to withdraw 
from East Jerusalem and 
the Golan Heights and 
ending with his solemn 
commitment to continue 
the colonisation of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
to achieve at least a de 
facto annexation of these 
territories. 

Obviously, if the new 
Israeli government per- 
sists in upholding these 
parameters for the all 
future peace negotiations 
with the Palestinians, 
Syrians and Lebanese, 
there is no effective way 
to avoid a head-on colli- 
sion . between . Israel , and 
the Arab World in the long 
run, if not in the nearest 
future. 

What actually should 
concern all parties inter- 
ested in peace in the 
region even more, though, 
are two other factors that 
spell trouble ahead. One is 
the religious card. 

Until now, the parties in 
the Middle East have bad 
to reckon with fclamic 
fun damentalis m and 
fanaticism. Much work 
and many deliberations 
have been devoted to the 
issue of how to contain 
religious extremism on 
the Arab side. Whether we 
talked about Hamas, 
Islamic Jihad or splinter 
religious factions operat- 
ing in the Middle Eastern 
theatre, we obviously 
neglected to take in con- 
sideration the rise of reli- 
gious fundamentalism io 
Israel and its impact on 
the peace and security in 
the area. 

Given the political 
implications of religious 
and ultrareligious factions 
in Israel, wielding extra- 
ordinary power in the 
shaping of its future 
stance on the peace 
process, especially with 
regard to the Palestinian 
territories that they insist 
are part and parcel of 
Greater Israel, there is no 
doubt that their presence 
in force in the cabinet of 
Mr. Netanyahu would 
limit the new prime min- 
ister’s ability' to manoeu- 
vre with the Arabs on 


issues related to East 
Jerusalem, Golan Heights 
and the settlement policy 
in the midst of Arab terri- 
tories. 

What is even more dis- 
turbing are the most 
recent calls by members 
of the National Religious 
Party to accord Israeli 
worshipers access to 
Islamic shrines in 
Jerusalem to conduct their 
prayers. The new Israeli 
■ prime minister is on 
record as promising to 
allow Israelis the “right” 
to pray in the Haram AI 
Sharif and many of his 
supporters are now press- 
ing him to honour this 
commitment 
With the religious con- 
flict between Israel and 
the Palestinians over Al 
Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron still a major flash- 
point. the addition of the 
Dome of the Rock and Al 
Aqsa Mosque to the list of 
Islamic holy places that 
Israel under Mr. 
Netanyahu is coveting 
could very well spill more 
feel to an already ra g ing 
religious fire between the 
two peoples. 

One does not need too 
much imagination to 
recognise the magnitude 
of the danger presented by 
Mr. Netanyahu's pressing 
ahead with his pledge to 
allow Israeli worshipers 
prayer rights in one of the 
holiest places for Islam. 
Any reckless move by 
Israel with regard to the 
Islamic holy places in 
East Jerusalem is sure to 
enflame the entire Islamic. 
•World on -1 ra scale; .-that 
Israel has never had, : to 
contend with yeL 
The second factor that 
deserves recognition in 
the continued search for a 
durable and just peace in 
the region is the demo- 
graphic card. Wife the 
peat majority of the Arab 
population surrounding 
Israel well below the age 
of sixteen, most experts 
suggest that this feature 
about the Arab population 
would lend itself to the 
rise of militancy in the 
Middle East- 
Given the economic 
hardships the Arab youth 
have to contend with, 
there is no apparent way 
left for the young Arabs 
but to vent their frustra- 
tions in a militant way. 
Fanaticism, extremism 
and militancy are project- 
ed to reign supreme with- 
in most, if not alL the 
Arab society in the years 
ahead. 

The youth factor end the 
religious card are there- 
fore expected to wreak 
havoc with stability and 
peace in our region of the 
world, especially if the 
overall climate is com- 
pounded by Israeli reli- 
gious extremism and 
fanaticism. When reli- 
gious fervour gets control 
over peoples’ lives, no 
formal peace and no 
amount of peace treaties 
can be expected to suc- 
ceed in changing the 
course of events in the 
Middle East. 


Tourism vs. development 

To the Editor: 

ALIA TOUKAN’S article “Aqaba’s last palm shore in 
danger of annihilation” (Jordan Times, June 27-28, 
1996) was comprehensive and timely. 

I felly support the call to protect and preserve 
Hafayir’s present natural setting, which holds an histor- 
ical and cultural treasure, and urge the mobilisation of 
the private, public and non-governmental sectors to take 
all necessary measures to make the palm gardens a sus- 
tainable national park. 

However, one point needs further clarification. 

Ali Jabri’s statement that the south shore of Aqaba. 
Yamaniyya. is “devoid of a cultural context, historical 
remains or pre-existing vegetation of palm groves" is 
quite misleading. Aqaba's natural heritage also extends 
into the sea, making the city's southern seas home to 
one of the most beautiful, fragile and unique coral and 
marine environments. 

Extensive tourism development in Yamaniyya surely 
would result in overexploitation and massive destruc- 



tion of this underwater splendour, some of which has 
taken thousands of years to grow. 

Which brings me to the core of the issue. Massive 
construction projects, lavish hotels and hideous con- 
crete structures do not constitute “development." We 
must achieve a responsible balance between the eco- 
nomic benefits of tourism development and the need to 
maintain and preserve the natural, cultural and histori- 
cal heritages of Aqaba, which, in effect, are the city's 
most valuable assets and best tourist attractions. 

Dana Toukan, 
Amman. 

Saving the green 

To the Editor 

ALIA Toukan’s comprehensive article on the threat to 
Al Hafayir, in Aqaba, is both commendable and timely. 


Phase one of Aqaba Regional Authority’s plan to 
“develop” Hafayir resulted in a concrete monstrosity in 
the shape of an “amphitheatre” overlooking the sea, 
which emanates beat long after the sun has set. 

If we are going to save the strip of green in Aqaba, we 
must act now. I hope that the readers will join us in 
writing to the Ministry of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment (tel. 634622, fax. 640404), the 
Aqaba Regional Authority (tel. 03-314200, fax. 03- 
314206) and the Parliament (tel. 666426, fax. 685970). 

The Minister of Municipal and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment, Abdul Razzaq Tubeishat, recently called 
for the creation of an independent environment body 
when he met with the director of the department of 
environment protection, Saleh Share. Minister 
Tubeishat urged the private and public sectors to join 
hands in protecting the environment 
Well, we believe that the private sector is ready to 
mobilise to protect Hafayir, but will the public sector 
join it? 

The Media Committee for the Protection of 
Our Cultural and Natural Heritage, 

Amman. 
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Features 



By Malcolm Rifkind 

TUESDAY’S ATROCI- 
TY in Dhahran has focused 
the attention of the world 
again on the Middle East 
And on Saudi Arabia in par- 
ticular. It is a chilling 
reminder of the scourge of 
terrorism. But it also brings 
home to os just how much 
stake the West has there. It 
was American soldiers 
slaughtered on Tuesday, on 
a compound where they 
worked shoulder to shoul- 
der with British and French 
fellow servicemen. 

The devastation in 
Dhahran shows once again 
that no country — in the 
Middle East or elsewhere 
— can be immune from ter- 
rorism. Its timing is bound 
to give an added sense of 
urgency to our discussions 
on this subject at today’s G- 
7 summit in Lyons. The 
prime minister and I will 
want to ensure that the full 
panoply of international 
action against terrorism is 
brought to bear against 
those who seek to under- 


mine peace and stability in 
the Middle East and else- 
where. Another clear lesson 
of the Dhahran tragedy is 
that Islam can itself be a 
victim of extremists and 
terrorists, when terrorism 
masquerades as religion. 
We strongly oppose those 
who try to prevent and 
exploit Islam for their own 
malevolent ends. 

On Monday I set out on a 
visit to Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan. Why does the Mid- 
dle East matter so much? 
And what is Bri tain trying 
to do there? 

Our long involvement 
throughout the region has 
yielded a legacy of close 
and profound friendships. 
These friendships re main as 
important today as they 
were in the past 

But we have moved on 
from Mandates, Protec- 
torates and gunboats. We no 
longer talk, about “spheres 
of influence." Today, our 
links with the Middle East 
are based on partnerships 
between equals. 

Britain’s key interest in 
the region is the mainte- 


nance of peace and tran- 
quillity. Not just because 
we are a permanent mem- 
ber of the United Nations 
Security Council with a 
global foreign policy. Or 
because peace is a valuable 
goal in itself. But also 
because we are a country 
which relies — more than 
any other — on overseas 
trade. We exported over £6 
billion of goods in 1995 to 
the Middle East, an 
increase of 1 8 per cent over 
1994. Over £1.6 billion of 
this was to Saudi Arabia 
and £1.1 billion to Israel. 
And we are increasingly 
buying goods in return, not 
just oil. Such trade, and the 
benefits it brings to all par- 
ticipants, flourishes best in 
an environment without 
conflict. 

Britain is a major investor 
in the Middle East The 
converse is also happily 
true. I doubt we would have 
much of a racing industry in 
Britain today were it not for 
Arab investors. And the 
whole world relies on 
assured access to Middle 
East oil at reasonable 


prices: peace is a prerequi- 
site for this. Then there are 
the needs of British expatri- 
ates, tens of thousands of 
whom live and work in the 
region. 

So what are the threats to 
peace that might jeopardise 
these interests? I see a num- 
ber of potential risks: 

— A collapse in the peace 
process, leading to renewed 
Arab/Israel conflict 

— Saddam Hussein’s 
Iraq. 

— Iran's aggressive ide- 
ology. 

— Extremism and terror- 
ism. 

How should we respond 
to these threats? 

Most importantly, the 
Middle East peace process 
must not be allowed to fail. 
The arrival of a new Israeli 
government will pose a 
serious challenge. 'Die lan- 
guage of the new govern- 
ment is strong: no deal on 
the Golan or Jerusalem, no 
discussion of Palestinian 
statehood, the expansion of 
settlements. If this remains 
Israel’s position, then nego- 
tiations would be extreme ly 


difficult 

We must hope that the 
new Israeli government will 
pursue the peace process 
seriously. Israel has benefit- 
ed enormously from it 
especially in its relations 
with the outside world. 

I see Britain’s role as 
encouraging the new gov- 
ernment to see Israel’s 
interests as we see them. 
We believe a secure Israel 
is compatible with a settle- 
ment which respects Pales- 
tinian, Syrian and Lebanese 
interests. To ignore those 
interests would only store 
up serious trouble for the 
future. We must not stand 
back and allow that to hap- 
pen. 

What of Iraq? We must 
contain the threat posed by 
Saddam Hussein. We do 
that through sanctions and 
through support for U.N. 
efforts to end Saddam’s 
programmes for weapons of 
mass destruction. He must 
not be allowed to threaten 
the region again. Saddam 
must be forced to renounce 
terrorism and to treat the 
Iraqi people in a civilised 


manner: He must be made 
to account for Kuwaiti and 
other prisoners of war and 
for the property he has 
stolen. 

These are not some kind 
of colonial dictates. They 
are obligations imposed on 
Iraq by the United Nations. 
Until Saddam fulfils them, 
sanctions must be main- 
tained But we do not want 
the Iraqi people to suffer as 
a result of his intransigence: 
that is why we sponsored 
U.N. Resolution 986, 
allowing Iraq to sell some 
oil to purchase humanitari- 
an goods. I doubt we will 
see full compliance with 
Iraq’s obligations while 
Sad dam re mains in charge. 
When he goes, we look for- 
ward to a mutually benefi- 
cial relationship with the 
new government 

We must also be wary of 
Iran. Iran’s behaviour in 
many areas does not corre- 
spond to the norms of 
civilised behaviour. I wish 
it did. Iran is an important 
country but we cannot have 
normal relations while Iran 
supports terrorism. When it 


meddles in the affairs of 
other countries. Or when it 
tries to acquire nuclear 
weapons to threaten its 
neighbours. 

As long as this continues, 
we have to show the Irani- 
ans that we need them to 
change before we can deal 
with them normally. This 
means denial of economic 
aid But not trade. We do 
not believe in total isolation 
of Iran. We and our Euro- 
pean partners see “critical 
dialogue” with Iran as the 
right way ahead. The Iran- 
ian government must be 
brought to see that they 
have more to gain by good 
behaviour. 

Britain also provides 
murh valuable day-to-day 
cooperation with govern- 
ments in the Middle East. 
We give our partners politi- 
cal support, engage in mili- 
tary cooperation, promote 
initiatives such as scholar- 
ships and training to help 
young people, and have 
valuable exchanges on the 
workings of government, 
the development of political 
institutions and on human 


rights. We offer expert 
advice on economic 
restructuring — on privati- 
sation, reform of the civil 
service, deregulation, and 
soon. 

We also try to help our 
friends in the Middle East 
through active encourage- 
ment of the peaceful resolu- 
tion of disputes. This is not 
a high-profile role. It could 
be counterproductive if it 
were. We use quiet diplo- 
macy to assist our friends 
where they encourage us to 
do so. 

The Middle East has been 
and will continue to be a 
key region, where we have 
profound experience and 
im p or tant friendships. I 
look forward to building on 
that sound base during my 
visit 

Mr Rifkind is British For- 
eign Secretary. He is due to 
visit Jordan on July 3. The 
article is reprinted from 
The Guardian 
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Spice islands explorer lauds 
19th-century naturalist 


S. Africa’s atom agency beats 
swords into ploughshares 


By Jim Della -Giacoma 
Reuter 

MAN ADO, Indonesia — 
British explorer Tim Sev- 
erin has just completed a 
three-month voyage on a 
traditional fishing boat 
through Indonesia’s remote 
spice islands. 

But it was not the rigours 
of travelling on his wooden 
Kai islands boat or the 
allure of deserted beaches 
and uninhabited lush tropi- 
cal islands that held his 
attention during the 
Odyssey. 

Mr Severin said his 
retracing of the spice island 
voyages of 19th-century 
British naturalist Alfred 
Russel Wallace had opened 
for him the windows of a 
tropical world where rare 
and exotic species still 
abound. He said his travels 
were a journey in the foot- 
steps of an intellectual 
giant. 

Tanned and taut after 
travelling 1,900 km, Mr. 
Severin and his crew 
arrived in Manado town on 
Imlooesia’s Sulawesi 
Id and in early June after 
setting out from the Kai 
islands three months earli- 
er. 

“We’ve all come back 
with respect for Wallace. 
He was prescient in so 
many ways,” Mr. Severin 
told Reuters aboard his 
two-masted replica of a tra- 
ditional Kai islands wood- 
en boat, specially built for 
the expedition. 

“He was not your Victori- 
an explorer with a Bible 
and a shotgun,” he said. 

Mr. Severin' s team of 
artists, photographers and 
biologists was due to head 
tome on June 20 after 


wrapping up their expedi- 
tion with visits to land- 
based national parks near 
Manado. 

Wallace paid for his six 
years of expeditious (1854- 
1862) by collecting rare 
animals and sending back 
them back to England. 

But Ml Severin, a Briton 
settled in Ireland, said Wal- 
lace cared for the environ- 
ment and had deep respect 
for traditional cultures, 
which was rare in his time. 

Wallace concluded his 
classic 1869 travelogue 
and summary of his scien- 
tific work, “the Malay 
archipelago”, by observing 
that the morally dubious 
society of Victorian Eng- 
land bad much to learn 
from the orient’s 
“uncivilised savages” of 
the orient. 

Upon publication, the 
lengthy book became a 
best-seller and made Wal- 
lace a celebrity. It remains 
in print. 

“Wallace was extraordi- 
narily decern. It shines 
through all the time that 
this is a hell of a nice guy,” 
he said. 

Amid the discomfort and 
difficulties of travelling in 
regions then barely 
touched by the modem 
world. Wallace maintained 
his sense of humour as he 
slugged through the mud or 
battled with fever. 

“He pictured himself 
wearing glasses, stumbling 
through the jungle, running 
into spiders’ webs and trip- 
ping over roots with the 
local guides laughing at 
him," Mr. Severin said. 

By collecting insects, 
animals and plants as be 
traversed what is now 
Indonesia, Malaysia and 


Singapore, Wallace formed 
ground-breaking theories 
on natural selection. 

He was also the first to 
identify the zones in the 
archipelago where animals 
of Asian origin ended and 
those of Australasian origin 
began. This line, running 
north-south and found east 
of the islands of Kaliman- 
tan and Bali, is known as 
the “Wallace line". 

Modem scientists have 
largely moved away from 
Wallace’s sharp divisions 
because they say animals 
and plants in' the archipel- 
ago are divided into zones 
of transition. 

But Wallace unknowing- 
ly created a new division of 
science, bio-geography, 
and the zones of transition 
of plants and animals are 
now known as Wallacea in 
bis honour. 

Mx. Severin said Wal- 
lace's book stands the test 
of time alter his team 
re vis ted many of the places 
described in it. 

“What is clear is that an 
awful lot of what Wallace 
described is still here. It 
really hasn’t changed very 
much and indeed in a cou- 
ple of places it’s actually 
better chan what he saw," 
be said. 

“He comes across as a 
very accurate and good 
descriptive writer, but also 
be did have a sense of the- 
atre and he describes things 
in a very flamboyant way ” 
Ml Severin added. 

The voyage, dubbed “in 
search of Wallace”, will be 
the basis of a book and 
television documentary on 
the British naturalist 

“It’s a biography-travel 
book as I would like to 
bring Wallace to the atten- 


tion of readers," Mr. Sev- 
erin said. 

Mr. Severin. an Oxford 
history graduate who has 
made a career of retracing 
famous journeys, believes 
Wallace’s genius has been 
hidden by the naturalist’s 
humility. 

“He was so perceptive 
about the theory of evolu- 
tion, without consulting 
other people,” Mr. Severin 
said. 

“He worked in isolation, 
compared to Charles Dar- 
win who arrived at the the- 
ory through constant corre- 
spondence with other sci- 
entists, including Wallace," 
he said. 

“Wallace came to. bis the- 
ories independently in the 
back of beyond and that is 
a very bright guy." 

But even before publish- 
ing a book, Mr. Severin has 
allowed hundreds of Irish 
schoolchildren and thou- 
sands of Internet users to 
find Wallace on his home- 
page. 

As he sailed through the 
Maluku islands, Mr. Sev- 
erin used a satellite link 
and notebook computer to 
link up with educators 
from die University of 
Limerick who ran the spice 
islands homepage. 

The home page, with 
voyage maps, pictures and 
messages, made Wallace 
and his work widely acces- 
sible around the globe. 

“I would hhve found 
Wallace if I succeed in 
making other people find 
him, " Ml Severin said 


By Anton Ferreira 

Reuter 

PEUNDABA — The 
government agency that 
helped to give Africa its 
first weapons of mass 
destruction now says it is 
committed to fighting 
hunger, disease and dust 
pollution. 

Instead of churning out 
highly enriched uranium 
for nuclear warheads. 
South Africa’s Atomic 
Energy Corporation: 
(AEC) today sees itself, 
contributing to primary 
health care in developing 
countries, among other 
challengers- 

The AEC commissioned 
its research reactor. Safari 
1, 31 years ago as part of 
South Africa’s pro- 
gramme to defy anti- 
apartheid sanctions by 
making the country self- 
sufficient in energy and 
defense. 

But in 1993 South 
Africa scrapped its six 
warheads- The AEC’s role 
as a mainstay of apartheid 
strategy became an alba- 
tross around its neck 
when President Nelson 
Mandela’s black-led gov- 
ernment took office two 
years ago. 

So the AEC embarked 
on a public relations 
makeover, inviting jour- 
nalists to its previously 
top secret headquarters at 
Pelindaba, 20 kilometres 
west of Pretoria, and 
opening public hiking 
trails through the thorn- 
bush surrounding its squat 
concrete blockhouses and 
towering chimneys. 

Visitors are now wel- 


come to stand on a bridge 
over the giant water rank 
in which the reactor ves- 
sel sits, giving off a ghost- 
ly blue light 

As the new government 
cuts state spending on 
white-elephant projects of 
the apartheid era, the AEC 
is seeking to position 
itself as an essential cen- 
tre of research and devel- 
opment for industrial and 
medical applications of 
nuclear technology. 

: .'Among these: is alqJsor J 
tope of the metal njplyb- ; 
dehum, cornerstone of a 
world nuclear medicine 
industry worth about $70 
mil Hon a yean 

"This is really primary 
health care stuff” said 
Wouter Malan, manager 
of the AECs Isotope Cen- 
tre. 

*Tf you have a bus crash 
with dozens of casualties 
for example, you can scan 
all the injured and you’ll 
immediately know which 
ones have broken bones, 
wtricb have damaged 
organs, and so on. 

‘It saves exploratory 
surgery and prevents 
wrong diagnosis,” Malan 
said. 

The medically useful 
molybdenum isotope is 
formed by bombarding 
enriched ur anium with 
radiation in the safari 
reacton 

It is further processed to 
form an isorope called 
technetium, which is 
injected in liquid form 
into the patient The iso- 
tope shows up on scan- 
ners, forming an image 
which speeds diagnosis. 

AEC is holding talks 


with a foreign molybde- 
num producer with a view 
’ to breaking into the world 
market in the isotope, 
dominated by Canada's 
Nordion International Inc. 

Hie molybdenum iso- 
tope and technetium both 
decay relatively rapidly, 
which means new sup- 
plies have to be made 
constantly. It also means a 
temporary reactor failure 
at Nordion could interrupt, 
world supplies. 

! '^e;.^e,>ery actively, 
marketing our product 
We are seeking to form an 
alliance with a partner and 
we are trying to make our- 
selves very well known in 
the market,” said Don 
Robertson, AEC general 
manager for nuclear tech- 
nology products. 

“The real big money in 
molybdenum is in 
exports, that’s what 
makes it worthwhile,” 
Robertson said, adding 
that AEC had “tentative- 
ly” begun exports in 
1994. 

“We’re looking to grow 
over a period of five 
years, in molybdenum, up 
to sales turnover of 15 to 
20 million rand ($4 mil- 
lion to $5 million)... but it 
could change markedly as 
molybdenum prices esca- 
late.” 

Robertson predicted 
prices would increase 
because Nordion was 
planning an expensive 
programme to replace its 
single ageing reactor. 

AEC has advanced 
facilities for processing 
highly radioactive materi- 
als, dating from the 
apartheid dnve for self- 


sufficiency, which many 
private companies would 
find prohibitively expen- 
sive to replicate. 

Some of these are now 
mothballed but the AEC 
plans to use them, for 
example, to repackage 
cobalt into forms suitable 
for cancer therapy or food 
irradiation. 

Other products devel- 
oped by AEC scientists 
include ail filter^ based on 
hK&m'M. .ae^ynamid 
learned from research intq 
uranium enrichment 

AEC has sold air intake 
filters to NATO’s Euro- 
copter project and pro- 
vides tractor filters that 
(rap up to 98 per cent of 
the dust swirling up from 
Africa's parched crop 
lands. 

It makes agricultural 
chemicals aimed at boost- 
ing food production and 
has developed a fluorina- , 
tion treatment that allows 
the manufacture of plastic 
petrol tanks for cars. 

In February AEC signed 
an agreement with the 
French Company Cogema 
for joint development of a 
laser-based uranium 
enrichment process which 
would be far cheaper than 
current methods. 

AEC Chief Executive 
Waldo Stumpf told 
reporters after that agree- 
ment was signed that the 
corporation hoped its 
exports would be earning 
around $100 milli on a 
year in foreign exchange 
by the year 2001. 


* 


By Michael Specter 

MOSCOW — The Internet 
has been pretty- universally 
viewed as one of the great 
democratic advances of the 
tote 20th century. Nothing in 
human history has ever 
made more information 
more readily available to 
more people at lower cost. 

PftrtiafS only the car- the 
pill and the television set 
have had a more immediate 
impact on the habits of 20th 
century Americans. Accord- 
ing to a recent Nielsen 
study, adults in the United 
States spend more time col- 
lectively browsing the Inter- 
net every week than they do 
watching videocassettes. 
Nearly 20 million American 
adults say they use the 
World Wide Web regularly 
and as many as 3 million 
have bought' goods or ser- 
vices on the Web. 

Yo, Cairo! 

The impact overseas has 
been at last as dramatic. If 
yon tire m Cairo, Jakarta or 
Vladivostok you can now 
exchange information with 
people from Athens. Lima 


_ouise. For many, 
al opportunities 
not even be imag- 
izrs ago are only a 
strokes away. To 
ecular genetics, all 
;o get into the Har- 
-ersity Library, or 
al library at Swe- 
>linska Institute, is 
ie and a computer, 
rums out, a solid 
of the English 
Because whether 
French intellectual 
he cutting edge of 
ial film theory, a 
laleobotanist curi- 
a newly discov- 
jf primordial fos- 
American teenag- 
ied about Magic 
jump shot, the 
aid World Wide 
ly only work as 
i’ers if" you speak 

tat's by accident 
let started in the 
nes, and the com- 
ers whose reality 
s been virtual are 
American. By the 
iei spread, its tin- 
nerns — like ^ 
architecture and 


World, Wide, Web — three English words 


best software — were all 
Made in the USA That’s not 
suiprising since English has 
become the international 
language of commerce and 
communication — and since 
educated foreigners are far 
more likely to learn a sec- 
ond language than are any 
class of Americans. But 
increasingly that language 
must be English. 

‘Colonialism!’ 

“It is just incredible when 
I hear people talking about 
how open the Web is," said 
Anatoly Voronov, the direc- 
tor of Glasnet, Russia’s best- 
known Internet provider. ‘It 
is the ultimate act of intel- 
lectual colonialism. The 
product comes from Ameri- 
ca so we dither must adapt 
to English or stop using it. 
That is the right of any busi- 
ness. But if you are miking 
about a technology that is 
supposed on open the world 
to hundreds of millions of 
people vou are joking. This 
just makes the world into 
new sorts of haves and have 


nots.” 

There are of course plenty 
of Web pages in Russia, 
Japanese, Bench, German 
and Chinese. It is possible 
for anybody in almost any 
country to cany on an elec- 
tronic relationship with 
other people who speak his 
for her language. And even- 
tually computers may help 
translate a search from one 
language to another. 

But for now if yon want to 
take full advantage of the 
Internet there is only one 
real way to do it: learn Eng- 
lish, which has more than 
ever become America's 
greatest and most effective 
export (carrying with it 
immense cultural power). It 
has been estimated that 
there are now more people 
who speak English as a for- 
eign language than speak it 
as their First language. Eng- 
lish is already -the language 
of diplomacy, scientific dis- 
course, air traffic control. 
But the implications of turn- 
ing an international comput- 
er network into another plat- 


form for English — and the 
values it automatically car- 
ries — are immense. 

With the ascendancy of 
English and the proliferation 
of the net, some people 
wonder whether the new 
world order is really going 
to exist on two levels — on 
one a cosmopolitan commu- 
nity that charters away in the 
language of Shakespeare 
and Berra, and on the other a 
new world of cultural and 
intellectual ghertoes for peo- 
ple incapable of taking 
advantage of what is out 
there in English. Informa- 
tion no longer comes 
wrapped in tidy packages — 
accessible to those with a 
library card or money to buy 
books. These days informa- 
tion, and die power it con- 
fers, are sitting at the end of 
100 milli on keyboanis. But 
instead of uniting the mil- 
lions of people who have 
access to computers and 
phone lines, the Internet, 
and the World Wide Web, 
can be seen in central ways 
as capable of dividing them. 


As Glasnet’s Mr. Voronov 
puts it “It is far easier for a 
Russian language speaker 
with a computer to down- 
load the works of Dos- 
toyevsky translated into 
English to read than it is for 
him to get the original in his 
own language. Why should- 
n’t Pushkin or Lermonotov 
be more available in Russ- 
ian?” For the moment the 
answer is simple: the 
demand is not big enough to 
make it worth anybody’s 
while to provide such ser- 
vices. Eventually, that will 
probably change. 

Haves and Have-Nots 

“Clearly in the short term 
this sets up a class distinc- 
tion between the English- 
speaking elites and the non- 
English-speaking have- 
nots," said David Shenk, a 
fellow at the Freedom 
Forum Media Studies Cen- 
tre at Columbia University 
who is writing a book on tbe 
information glut produced 
by the Internet Mr. Shenk 
likens the absolute suprema- 
cy of English on the Web 


now to what happens as any 
‘major industry starts up. 

“When oil became such an 
important commodity die 
people sitting on it became 
rich," he wrote, in an inter- 
view carried out on the 
Internet. “Many English- 
speaking Russians and Chi- 
nese and Arabs will proba- 
bly make a bundle using the 
new medium as a channel 
for commerce.” But Ml 
S henk, like many others, 
says the Web changes too 
fast to be likely to be using 
English forever as its only 
international language. “Be 
careful of turning astute 
observations about the cur- 
rent state of the Web into 
implications for the future," 
he said. 

As the Web grows the 
□umber of people on it who 
speak French, say, or Russ- 
ian will become more varied 
and that variety will be 
expressed on tbe Web. That 
is why it is a fundamentally 
democratic technology. But 
it won't necessarily happen 
soon. 

According to Christian 
Huiterna, who is on tbe 
board of the Internet Soci- 


ety, which tries to set world 
standards, it takes about 2 
million potential customers 
to establish a workable mar- 
ket Japan now has close to 
3 million, and it has become 
far less dependent upon and 
bothered by the hegemony 
of English than many other 
countries. “As the Internet 
grows, the body of people 
speaking other languages 
than English will grow as 
well,” said Ml Huiterna. 

“The effect of the Internet 
is to make information 
available at minimum cost 
and effort," he said. “This is 
most beneficial to the cur- 
rent ‘have nots’ of our soci- 
eties. High school students 
in desolated urban areas or 
university students in Africa 
can gain information on the 
Internet that is currently 
available only in the 
libraries of educated parents 
or Ivy League Universities. 
Learning basic English in 
order to reap that benefit 
seems like a sensible invest- 
ment.” 


The New York Times 
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Arabs 

expect 

higher 

cereal 

deficit 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states, among the 
biggest food consumers, 
will rely more on imports 
of cereal in the next few 
years despite an expected 
increase in production, an 
official study has showed 
Production of wheat and 
other cereal products is 
projected to rise to 47 mil- 
lion tonnes by the year 
2000 but consumption will 
also grow ro around S5.6 
million tonnes, leaving a 
deficit of 38.6 milGon 
tonnes, said the study by 
the Khartoum-based Arab 
Corporation for Agric- 
ultural Investment and 
Development. 

This compares with an 
annual average output of 
40.9 million tonnes and 
consumption of 72.1 mil- 
lion tonnes in the previous 
four years, with a gap of 
31 J2 million tonnes, acco- 
rding to the study. 

It warned Arabs would 
pay a higher price for the 
imports as most countries 
would lift subsidies on 
farm products in line w'ith a 
landmark free trade agree- 
ment signed in Morocco in 
!9*?4. The accord by nearly 
i 20 states gave birih to tbe 
Geneva-based World Trade 
Organisation, which rep- 
laced the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT).“The Arab coun- 
tries will suffer from the 
price change as a result of 
the GATT farming agree- 
ment. Such a change will 
mainly hit wheat, which is 
main commodity in the 
region as- it accounts for 
around 56 per cent of the 
total Arab cereal imports," 
tbe report said. 

"This should prompt the 
creation of an Arab wheat 
council to coordinate poli- 
cies. increase production 
and build a strategic wheat 
stockpile," it added. 

Official estimates have 
shown the cumulative food 
gap suffered by the 22- 
member Arab League has 
exceeded $160 billion 
since 19S0. 


World Bank hails transition 
economies but notes social costs 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The World Bank has hailed 
the record of economies 
moving from state planning 
to a free market, but warned 
that in some cases the tran- 
sition had brought on pover- 
ty, inequality and disease. 

Tbe bank said many of the 
countries studied had dereg- 
ulated their markets, created 
new businesses and brought 
prices under control. 

The report analysed 
progress from 19S9 to 1995 
in 10 nations of central and 
eastern Europe along with 
the 15 newly independent 
states of the former Soviet 
Union, plus China, Mon- 
golia and Vietnam. 

“The transition has had. 
and will continue to have, a 
profound impact on peo- 
ple’s lives,” said World 
Bank President James Wol- 
fensohn in an introduction 
to the study. "In some of the 
countries undergoing transi- 
tion there has been a short- 
term drop in living stan- 
dards. In others human wel- 
fare has improved dramati- 
cally." 

“Everywhere it has 
changed the basic rules of 
the game and has irre- 
versibly altered the relation- 
ship between people and 
their political and social, 
not to mention economic, 
institutions,” Mr. Wolfen- 
sohn wrote. 

Michael Bruno, the 
bank’s chief economist, 
added: “There are winners 
and losers in this process.” 

Among the most notable 
winners, according to the 
bank, have been China and 
Vietnam, where “reforms 
have resulted in rapid 
growth in output, increases 


in labour productivity and 
exports, and marked imp- 
rovements in living stan- 
dards.” 

China, which embarked 
on a reform course in 197S, 
earlier than the other coun- 
tries under consideration, is 
now the world’s fastest 
growing economy and the 
10th largest exporter. 

The bank noted that China 
began its reform process 
with a large rural economy, 
meaning farm workers 
could move to factories 
without imposing painful 
adjustments on state indus- 
tries. 

In the future, reform in 
East Asia will prove to be 
“more complex and diffi- 
cult” than in the past. 

“Maintaining growth wh- 
ile reducing inequalities, 
especially between urban 
and rural populations, is a 
central goal,” the report 
said. 

In Europe, Poland record- 
ed a seven per cent gain in 
gross domestic product in 
1995. 

But the bank found that 
many countries of central 
and eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union — 
including Russia — posted 
negative growth in 1994- 
1995. Growth rates in the 
group ranged between 
minus 1 1.4 and minus 12.5 
percent. 

“Reforms began in the 
midst of collapsing, disinte- 
grating economies and high 
inflationary pressures, 
themselves partly a conse- 
quence of falling productiv- 
ity," the report said. 

When political change 
was “rapid and fundamen- 
tal," as in Estonia. Latvia, 


Rwandans are world’s 
poorest with 22 cents 
a day— World Bank 

i — ■ C - -r** * . *- -x ■■ 

KIGALI (AFP) — Two years after it was i$ra apart ‘by eth- 
nic carnage, Rwanda has become the world’s poorest' 
nation with an annual per capita income of just $80, 
according to statistics released by the World Bank. 

That works out to a daily income of 22 cents for ever 
Rwandan man, woman and child. 

“It’s something I find astonishing,” said the World Bank’s 
regional director. Andrew Rogerson. ‘The prime objective 
is to ease this poverty as fast as possible.” 

Mr. Rogerson said during a visit to tbe East African 
nation he was struck by bow many people were living in 
poverty. 

“The vast majority of the population are living below the 
poverty line," Mr. Rogerson said, adding that Rwanda’s 
gross domestic product (GDP) had fallen by 50 per cent in 
1994 before rising last year. 


THE Daily Crossword by Daniel J. Read 


ACROSS 
1 Swindle 
5 Famous 
reindeer 
10 Fall heavily 

14 Soft drink flavor 

1 5 Come together 

16 Sharpen 

17 So be it 

18 Repeat a TV 
show 

1 9 Noble Italian 
family 

20 Drink of the 
gods 

22 Teacher 
24 Baghdad's 
country 

26 God of love 

27 Old joke 

31 Glossy paint 

35 Bagel topping 

36 Hurricane, e.g. 
36— Gay 

39 Novelist 
Kingsley 
41 Bar chair 

43 Horse gait 

44 Confused fight 
46 Singer John 

48 Imitate 

49 Give a sermon 
5i Member of an 

Old English 
radical 
movement 
53 Fraud 

55 TV host, Jay 

56 One taken 
advantage of 

60 Legislative body 

64 Fjord city 

65 Having wings 

67 Abandon 

68 Regan’s dad 

69 Waterwheel 

70 Fairy tale 
monster 

71 Brink 

72 Concerning - 

73 Short letter 

DOWN 

1 Read quickly 

2 Arrive 

3 Actor Guriness 

4 Praying insect 
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Al rtphM hw mfl. 

5 Seedless raisins 

6 Single 

7 Bog 

8 Musical 
composition 

9 Teacher's 
desire 

10 Ring-necked 
bird 

11 "—Horizon" 

12 Aware of 

13 Look 
searching ly 

21 BA word 
23 Strobilus 
25 Cite 

27 Vise 

28 Four-bagger 

29 Drive out 

30 Dwarf of folklore 

32 Upright 

33 Abscond 

34 Subsequently 
37 Roadside inn 
40 Beach 

42 Smaflsofa 
45 Repeat 



47 HawaQaa bird 
50 Island capital 
52 Big Ben’s home 
54 Homydew, e.g. 

56 Lodz native 

57 Secondhand 


58 Metal waste 

59 Underdone 

61 Jason's ship 

62 Wrongful act 

63 Fencing sword 
66 Can material 


Lithuania, the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia, eco- 
nomic reform produced 
quicker results. 

According to the report 
“citizens who supported the 
new political system also 
supported market-oriented 
policies." 

But while many countries 
gained from shedding a 
state-dominated economy, 
enjoying greater choice arid 
higher quality consumer 
goods, there has been a 
downside for others. 

The process is often 
accompanied by stress, eco- 
nomic inequality and higher 
incidence of poverty, the 
bank study said. Inequality 
intensified in Bulgaria, 
Estonia, Russia and Kyr- 
gyzstan. 

In Russia, some third of 
the population lived below a 
poverty line defined as $120 
of purchasing power per 
bead per month in 1993. 

Transition in some cases 
has had a disruptive impact 
on health care, which had 
been largely guaranteed 
under centrally planned 
economies. 

While life expectancy and 
infant health improved in 
some advanced reformers in 
central and eastern Europe, 
they deteriorated in many 
former Soviet states. 

In Russia life expectancy 
for men fell from 64 to 58 in 
1990-1994 while that for 
women fell from 74 to 71. 

For advanced reformers in 
central Europe and the for- 
mer Soviet Union, such as 
Poland, Hungary and the 
Baltic states, “institutional 
reforms and realigning the 
state's role in the economy 
are now priorities." 

Among less advanced 
transition countries, notably 
Russia, improving tax col- 
lection, reducing subsidies 
and strengthening tbe rule 
. of law are the most pressing . 
I steps tb be taken. 


Saudi economy likely to be 
unscathed by blast — bankers 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
massive bomb blast in 
Saudi Arabia may have 
sent shock waves through 
the business community 
but is unlikely to damage 
the economy of the world’s 
top oil power, bankers 
have said. 

“Such operations evi- 
dently target foreign mili- 
tary presence rather than 
oil or economic facilities," 
a Riyadh-based banker 
said by telephone. 

“Naturally, they could be 
a source of worry for the 
business community inside 
Saudi Arabia and outside 
it. But they have not 
reached the point where 
investors would see them 
as a threat to the country's 
stability" be added. 

Bankers pointed to a bet- 
ter performance by tbe 
Saudi economy and banks 
during the first half of 
1996 despite a similar 
bomb attack in Riyadh last 
November that lolled five 
Americans and two Indi- 
ans. 

Although higher oil 
prices were a key factor in 
the strong performance, 
the private sector’s role 
was no less important, they 
said. 

“The private sector is 
encouraged by government 
initiatives within reforms. 
It was not discouraged by 
the November attack," one 
banker said. 

Tuesday's bombing of a 
housing compound at an 
airbase used by U.S. forces 
in A1 Khobar in eastern 
Saudi Arabia killed 19 
Americans and injured 
hundreds of other people. 

It was the deadliest 
attack against U.S. inter- 
ests in the Middle East 
since 1983 when 241 
American marines and 
sailors were killed in a sui- 
cide car bombing in 
Beirut 

Tuesday's attack and the 


bombing in November 
have not "affected oil 
exports, which provide the 
Gulf kingdom with more 
than 80 per cent of its 
income. Nor have they 
triggered any disruption of 
projects or withdrawal of 
foreign investors. 

Bankers, citing official 
estimates, said the Saudi 
economy was projected to 
be slower in 1996 than in 
1995, when tbe gross 
domestic product grew by 
4.3 per cent in nominal 
terms due to an improve- 
ment in crude prices. 

But they attributed the 
slowdown to an expected 
decline in oil prices and 
low government expendi- 
ture, the wheel of domestic 
economic activity. 

“The Saudi economy 
will still register positive 
growth rates this year 
albeit lower,” a Saudi bank 
manager said. 

“Despite low state spend- 
ing, there is a strong activ- 
ity in many sectors, espe- 
cially the construction, 
trade and industry. Funds 
are still flowing into Saudi 
Arabia and I think they 
will not be deterred by 
these attacks unless of 
course they are expanded 
to economic taigets,” the 
bank manager said. 

According to Ibrahim A1 
Afandi, chairman of the 
Saudi Contractors' Associ- 
ation, around $12 billion 
in private Saudi overseas 
investment has returned to 
the kingdom since the end 
of the 1991 Gulf war. 

Investors were attracted 
by reforms launched by 
Riyadh to repair economic 
damage caused by weak 


oil prices and to diversify 
its sources of income. 

The reforms, which wil 
be the main feature of the 
1995-1999 development 
plan, include better incen- 
tives for investors, hikes in 
some services fees and 
petrol prices, and sale of 
state enterprises to the pri- 
vate sector. 

The success of the plan 
largely hinges on public 
and private investment, of 
which more than $100 bil- 
lion are needed. 

Bankers said a larger part 
of the investment of 19 per 
cent of the gross domestic 
product is likely to be pri- 
vate as the bulk of govern- 
ment spending would be 
channelled into the 
defence sector and salaries 
for civil servants. 

They said they believed 
such a target could be met 
as domestic liquidity is 
high and foreign investors 
are encouraged by the new 
incentives and Saudi Ara- 
bia’s enormous oil weaflth, 
which exceeds a quarter of 
the world total. 

“There is no doubt 
investors will first look for 
security. I don’t think there 
is a lack of security now 
because of two explo- 
sions,” a banker said. 

“But I agree with die 
view that such attacks 
could take their toll on 
investment if more were 
carried out and some of 
them target businesses. 
They could even spark a 
capital flight if there are 
any signs of instability."he 
added. 
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By Glasbergen 



"Ed is upset because he doesn't like my 
perfume and you smell like cigarettes. 
We’re taking up a collection to have 
his nose removed.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
q by Konri Arnold and Mika Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


£G 

BIE : 

t • 4 ■, 


' ■s 

■ ^ 

•• - - 


eirn-nam us* swan* me. 
b««— & 


ELI 

LIB 


U 

□ 

^ ^ 
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REFILP 


~UL 




PARI 

MEE | 

□ 

□ 

.A 2 


OFTEN -SAIC? POT 
E^ELPOM MEANT 
By AN AFTER- 
PINNEE ‘SPEAKER, 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer; 


■■Tim m miiT 


Saturda/s 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbtes: BASIS RODEO LOCALE EFFORT 
Answer: What the builder (fid when the ceiling 
collapsed — RAISED THE ROOF 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 
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OH, GREAT/ 

just sar 
FOOT IN THE 
DOOR AND 
YOU'RE 
LEAVING.' 


LOOK, 

BEEN 
HERE ALL ROY 
— MOU DONT 
ESCPECTMETO 





Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
MONDAY JULY L 
1 996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Have conversa- 
tions with fellow associ- 
ates and improve mutui 
affairs during the daytime 
today. Have guests in 
your home this evening 
and have a good time with 
your loved ones and dose 
friends whom you wish to 
S66 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21 j Plan how to 
become more affluent 
early in tbe day today, and 
later tonight handle fasci- 
nating new activities well 
with the assi-iiance of 
someone in authority who 
has the answers to any of 
your questions and can 
make you successful 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Pursue whatever 
you desire the most today 
in a positive manner and 
you can attain it, and then 
you find better ways of 
adding to your present 
assets. Later tonight you 
can meet with close 
friends and have some fun 
with them. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Add 
to personal activities in 
the morning today and 
later this evening do 
something which will 
please bigwigs and allow 
you to be successful con- 
cerning some new project 
which has been assigned 
to you and must be com- 
pleted. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Be on the alert for a 
good close friend who can 
help you to gain some 
goal which is important to 
you, and then do the 
career activities required 
alone. Later this evening 
you can have a romantic 
time with your mate. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You can 
figure out manners to 
ujCtprove ■ a-your- ; 1:£ worldly 
prestige an^outside activ- 
ities. Personal ai ms can be 
attained today and later 
tonight you can seek file 
advice of some knowl- 
edgeable individual you 
can be of great assistance. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You are 
inspired how to profit in 
some new and modem 
project, so get at it and 
ain assistance from a 
igwig. This evening can 
be spent with close 
friends and have some fun 
together, however, do not 
spend too much on enter- 
taining. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Discuss 
your difficulties with a 
business expert and get 
good advice on how best 
to hand! them. Do some- 
thing to make your mate 
happy later this' evening 
and him or her will show 
you much affection for 
our efforts. 

AGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 

A show of appreciation to 
a fellow associate for the 
vision expressed in a joint 
venture is wise at this 
time. Today would be a 
good day to discuss with a 
bigwig some new ideas to 
make your career activi- 
ties more successful. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Beging 
the new week wisely by 
getting your points across 
to others and make big 
headway- Socialise this 
evening with some close 
friends and fellow associ- 
ates and make the con- 
tacts which will be impor- 
tant to you in the days 
ahead. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Let big- 
wigs koow of your special 
talents and they will help 
you with some big reject 
which yu have in mind. 
Later this evening will 
allow you to complete 
some important new pro- 
ject and be noticed by 
those in charge. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Early today 
establish more harmony 
at home, and later this 
evening take loved ones 
or close friends out for a 
good time and be happy 
together and this special 
time will be appreciated 
by everyone involved in 
the activity. 

Birthstone of July: 
Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 
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^ 3 9 ' * offshore I International quality certification puts pressure 


Jordan limes, Monday, July 1, 1996 


offshore 
banking 
haven, seeks 
new image 

NICOSIA (AFP) — The 

thriving offshore banking 
sector in Cyprus is striving 
to clean np its act without 
driving away business as 
die island gears for acces- 
sion talks with the Eur- 
opean Union (EU). 

The south of the divided 
island has a total of 23,000 
offshore businesses and 
banks, central bank official 
Sypros Stavrinakis told 
AFP. 

Under pressure from the 
EU and the United States, 
authorities have brought in 
a range of measures to 
dean up the offshore sector 
and stop the flow of “dirty 
money,” mostly from Rus- 
sia after the break-up of the 
Soviet Union. 

“To combat any eventual- 
ity, we froze the issuing of 
licences to Russian banks 
between November 1994 
and April 1996, and now 
we impose tough restric- 
tions on them,” said Mr. 
Stavrinakis. 

But Andreas Kyrpianou, 
a leading member of the 
opposition Akel Party, said 
the island should be wary 
of imposing too many 
restrictions on offshore 
businesses which he said 
employed 2,000 Greek 
Cypriots and contributed 
more than $320 million a 
year to the island's econo- 
my. 

“Compliance with the 
EU is important, but it 
must not deprive us of our 
offshore sector which is 
vital to our economy,” he 
said. 

Under the new restric- 
tions, any Russian bank 
wanting to set up a branch 
in Cyprus must be among 
the 20 largest banks in Rus- 
sia, have guarantees from 
the Russian central bank 
and be sanctioned by the 
World Bank;" said Mr. 
Stavrinakis. 

He said the last Russian 
institution to satisfy the 
rules was Menaiep who 
opened their Cyprus office 
in April. Their arrival 
brought the number of 
Russian banks in Cyprus to 
14, said a diplomat at the 
Russian embassy. 

The central bank says 
there are now a total of 38 
offshore banks in die south 
of the island. 

As part of die drive to put 
their banking house in 
order, the Cypriot parlia- 
ment passed a new law in 
April aimed at stamping 
out money laundering. 

“This law, the contents of 
which have not been made 
public, is a positive step 
towards the clean-up of the 
offshore banking sector in 
Cyprus,” said a European 
expert. 




on Jordanian pharmaceutical industry 


By Francesca Ciriati 
Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — Though Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan figures 
show that annuli exports of 
pharmaceuticals account for 
over 10 per cent of the 
Kingdom’s total exports, 
not even one of the 15 Jor- 
danian companies manu 
facturing drugs possesses 
the International Organisa- 
tion for Standardisation 
(ISO) 9000 certification, so 
far. 

Nael Sbabaro, senior res- 
earcher at management con- 
sulting company Marketing 
and Manufacturing Inte- 
grated Solutions (MMIS) , 
told the Jordan Times that 


only eight companies in Jor- 
dan have obtained die ISO 
9000 certification, and none 
of them operates in the 
pharmaceutical sector. 

However, Mb Sbabaro 
pointed out that “most of the 
pharmaceutical companies 
are in the process of getting 
the ISO 9000 certificate " as 
a first step towards effective 
implementation of the Good 
Manufacturing Practice 
(GMP), the system set by 
tbe U.S. government to con- 
trol manufacturing, packag- 
ing. labelling and distribu- 
tion of drugs, food and med- 
ical products. 

ISO 9000, a set of require- 
ments to be met by a com- 
pany in tbe production 
process, is only tbe first of 


10 steps which lead to the 
achievement of tbe GMP, a 
quality control over tbe fin- 
ished product 
The importance of the 
pharmaceutical sector in 
Jordan’s industry is proved 
by the Kingdom’s exports of 
pharmaceuticals which 
amount to around $120 mil- 
lion per year, according to 
the Central Bank monthly 
bulletin, and by the fact that 
six new drugs feet Mies are 
currently under construc- 
tion. Jordan’s prosperous 
pharmaceutical industry is 
now threatened by the feet 
that more and more neigh- 
bouring countries are start- 
ing to require tbe GMP cer- 
tification from Jordanian 
companies before continu- 


ing to allow them in their 
markets, Mr. Shabaro said. 

“In Jordan, the produc- 
tion of drugs is subjected to 
Ministry of Health regula- 
tions which do not reach 
the level of complexity of 
the GMP standards,” Mr. 
Shabaro explained. 

As such, and in order to 
survive, Jordanian pharma- 
ceutical companies, “must 
obtain the GMP certifica- 
tion as soon as possible,” 
Mr. Shabaro said, noting 
that MMIS has organised a 
seminar on “Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) regu- 
lations and GMP” to assist 
Jordanian companies in this 
regard. 

Tbe seminar, held Sunday 
at die Forte (hand Hotel in 
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cooperation with the Jor- 
danian Union for Pharma- 
ceutical Industries, was 
addressed by Cas Welch, 
executive vice president of 
Quality Resources Inc., a 
U.S. consulting company 
In his lecture, Mr. Welch 
stressed that “the GMP is 
not a bureaucracy but a sys- 
tem aimed at improving the 
products’ quality in order to 
increase the customer’s sat- 
isfaction.” 

He said that “feedback 
from the customer is essen- 
tial to know if the product 
meets the market's require- 
ments.” 

Mr. Welch illustrated in 
detail each of tbe strict reg- 
ulations set by the GMP 
including tbe building 
designs and construction 
features of the factory, the 
lighting and plumbing, tbe 
labelling of the product and 
the clothing of the person- 
nel. 


r A review oi news from the Arabic press J 

New poultry slaughter- 
house to begin operations 
early next year 

** Tbe National Poultry Slaughterhouse Company 
expects to commence operations at the beginning of 
next year after the completion of its plant at A1 
Qatraneh. The company chose to build the slaugh- 
terhouse in the south of the country since nearby 
poultry farms in Karak, Tafileh and Madaba account 
for about 35 per cent of the Kingdom’s total produc- 
tion of poultry. Board Chairman Mohammad Abu 
Ghazalen told the general assembly of the company 
that Jordan’s total poultry production amounted to 
107,000 tonnes last year compared to 91,000 tonnes 
in 1994. He pointed out that 31,000 chickens are 
raised in the southern region where 438 poultry 
farms are established out or a 2,138 farms through- 
out the Kingdom. Mr. Abu Ghazaleh said the slaugh- 
terhouse will have a 6,000 chickens per hour execu- 
tion capacity and, as such, will neea a total of 14.4 
million chickens a year or less than 50 per cent of 
the chickens raised at the southern poultry farms (A1 
Dus tour). 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shop§&- 
6th circle, Amman 


FOR RENT 

- 3 shops 8x4 sq.m, with 
a second floor each in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

• An office 150 sq.m, 
wiflt 2 telephone lines in 
commercial area in 
Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tet 810605, 810609 
Fax; 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

■ i 

ProfesBonal Quality in 
1 Hour Service I 

Develop your colour fibs at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO pfcoco 
ttim 30% Urgmr 


• Frmm mnlmrgw 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmewani-* Qpp- Gnndltyt 
Bank. Phone: SM042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 




UNFURNISHED 

1) 1ST floor deluxe, 

3 bedrooms , 4 

3 bathroo ms-290 M. 

2) Roof top-2 bed rooms- 
2baih rooms-135 M. 

Location: Um-Uzainah. 

SANABEL REAL ESTATE 
Tel.: 864230, Fax: 864231 


DOLLAR 

■CNTACAR 

Make Car 

Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel. 693399 


lliiiiiUiiiinii[imiriiiiiiiiitiiii(iiminmtiii|| 
-jd&JI 4iLia2 
FnLMMILUCJH-lCIA llNTRl. 

FULLY FURNISHED 
OFFICES 

DAILY- WEEKLY 
MONTHLY 

FULL SUPPORT OF 
SECRETARY WORKS AND 
TELEPHONE LINES. 

A! Shmeisani 
TEL : 689374 - 689373 
FAX : 689368 fo 
(iiuiiiiHuiimmiiiiiitumiiiiuimuiiiiiiuiil 


( Interflora. Membership ) ' 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production & Designe 


j Um Uthainah 
ft Madina M. Street 

Telefax :( 811395 


AtfiSwe tee | 

SmfiA & @0# [ 

OPEN DAILY PROM 
10 A.M - 1 A.M 
Td. 857199 
Fax 898537 

Umm Ut&alna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


OSOWT1 rtm 


OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 


> TEN M'S COURT 


• HEALTH club 


•SA'jNA* JACUZZI, 


If t ^ 
Tel: 758180 

Radio & tv station RD. 


A 






DIDEXR GBQBAR-20Q U FROM 
TBE FRENCH SCHOOL. 

A NEtT FOIL FLOOR (300+ At 
SQr) at A 2 STOUT VnjJt; 
WIDE TERRACE. A MASTER 
R/R WTTB WALK-IN CLOSET, 2 
RRX 3 BATHROOMS. FAMILY 
ROOM. SPACIOUS SALON A 
DINING ROOM. LARGE OAK 
KITCHEN. BUILT IN CLOSETS 
ALL OYERTHE HOUSE. OWN 
ENTRANCE. CAR PARK. 

BYBLOS REAL ESTATE 

C TEL 8298820 > 


RadtaancuU 

'Teppanyaki 

Sashimi 

Sushi 
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Mary Pierce of France plays a return to the Ukraine’s Natalia Medvedeva during 
their third round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships. Pierce won the 
match 6-4 6-3 (Reuters photo) 

Stars blown away in strange 
Wimbledon first week 


LONDON (R) — Injuries, 
upsets. tetchiness — 
whichever way you looked 
during the first week of 
Wimbledon the parade of 
stars heading for the exit 
seemed never-ending. 

One by one the big guns — 
Andre Agassi. Monica Seles. 
Boris Becker and Stefan 
Edberg at the front — depart- 
ed to lick their wounds, both 
physical and mental. 

Defending champions Pete 
gampras _and Steffi. Graf 
remained on~course but by 
middle Sunday rest day 
die men's seeds, especially, 
had suffered. 

only three of the top 10 
men remained and just five 
seeds, a record for the fewest 
seeds to advance in years 
when the tournament has had 
16. Wimbledon has some- 
times seeded only eight or 12 
men. 

Little wonder Sampras 
described it as “a strange 
Wimbledon, the strangest 
one 1 have been to in all my 
years coming here.” 

The most despairing exit 
was that of triple champion 
Becker, clutching his injured 
right wrist and wincing in 
pain as wife Barbara looked 
on horrified. 

The German, who won the 
pre-Wimbledon warm-up 
even at Queen's Gub. was 
looking fur a fourth 
Wimbledon title. 

But it was not to be. At 6-6 
in the opening set of his 
third-round match against 
South African qualifier 
Neville Godwin on Friday. 
Becker hurt his wrist going 
for an awkward shot. 

The second seed felt some- 
thing “pop" dropped his 
racket and grabbed his arm. 
Doctors diagnosed a partly- 
ruptured tendon and told him 
to immobilise it for four 
weeks. 

Becker, 28. who had the 
arm partly encased in plaster, 
said he was hoping to be fit 
to contest the U.S. Open at 


the end of August. 

It was a bitter blow for 
Becker, who won his sixth 
Grand Slam title and his first 
in five years at the Australian 
Open in January. 

The German, who missed 
the French Open through 
injury, had felt he was “one 
.of the few who had a serious 
chance of winning the whole 
thing.” 

But on the soon-to-be- 
demolished Court One. his 
dream turned to dusL 
' At the start of the week it 
was world number three and 

1992 champion Agassi who 
provided the first big shock. 

No sooner had the open- 
for-buaness sign been posted 
on day one than the Las 
Vegas showman, hobbled by 
flu and a distinct lack of 
match play, fell 2-6. 7-6. 6-4. 
7-6 to qualifier Doug Flach, 
ranked just 281 in the world, 
on court two. known as the 
graveyard of champions. 

Michael Chang. Jim 
Courier and French Open 
champion Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov has also gone by 
the end of the second day and 
were joined by women's fifth 
seed Anke Huber on 
Saturday. 

Agassi, who had climbed 
into a car and driven straight 
out of Roland Garros after 
his second-round loss at the 
French Opea. was last seen 
catching a flight back to the 
U.S. claiming be had bad 
“better days playing tennis, 
no question," and apologis- 
ing “for any disappoint- 
ment." 

Court One also proved a 
graveyard for Seles and 
Edberg. 

Joint world number one 
Seles was making her first 
visit to Wimbledon since los- 
ing the 1992 final to Graf. 

Looking a little pudgy in 
her comeback after the infa- 
mous Hamburg stabbing in 

1993 and feeling a niggling 
shoulder injury, the second 
seed fell to an unheralded 


Slovak who carries a toy 
tiger in her racket bag for 
good luck. 

Seles. 22, had little time to 
get her grunt or her game 
into gear before being top- 
pled 7-5, 5-/, 6-4 in the sec- 
ond round by Katarina 
Studenikova, a 23-year-old 
from Bratislava, ranked 59 in 
the world. 

Seles collected the 
Australian Open in January 
but has struggled since. 

The shoulder injury, which 
will ultimately require 
surgery, basmade her come- 
back a stop-start affair and at 
the French Open she lost to 
Jana Novotna in the quarter- 
finals. 

As she headed for the 
Wimbledon turnstiles. Seles 
spoke of needing to reassess 
before the U.S. Open in late 
August. 

“I should have closed it out 
today tens of times and the 
key is to learn from this 
one,” said Seles, who was a 
break up in the final set 
before a rain delay. 

Sentiment was running 
high on the same court the 
following day when Edberg, 
30, who retires at the end of 
the year, packed his bags for 
the last time at Wimbledon 
after falling to fellow Swede 
Mikael Tillstrom 4-6, 6-4, 7- 
6, 6-4 in the second round. 

In growing twilight Edberg 
bade a dignified farewell to 
the courts be has graced dur- 
ing an illustrious career. 

He made the Wimbledon 
final in three successive 
years from 1988 and 1990, 
each time against Becker, 
and lifted the trophy twice. 

“It's a tough one but it has 
to end at some point. Today 
was die day. I am playing ray 
last, be is playing his first 
Maybe he is taking over my 
steps." 

Edberg added: *T think 
once you have been a cham- 
pion here you should leave 
like one and remember that” 

He did just that. 



Croatia’s Goran Ivanisevic plays a forehand return to Alexander Volkov of Russia 
during their third round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships. Ivanisevic 
won the match 7-6 7-5 6-3 (Reuters photo) 


Indians beat White Sox in 10th, Yankees overcome Orioles 


••• 


CHICAGO (R) — The 
Cleveland Indians tied the 
Chicago White Sox in the 
ninth inning and beat them 
3-2 in the 10th on Jim 
Thome's two-out, two-run 
single to hold onto first 
place in the American 
League Central Saturday. 

The Indians broke a three- 
game losing streak and won 
for just the second tune in 
nine games. But they 
extended their lead over the 
second-place White Sox to 
two games heading into 
Sunday's final on the four- 
game series. 

This win meant some- 
thing.” said Cleveland 
starter Jack McDowell. 
“Maybe it will be a kick in 
the butt to get us going. We 
have been floundering for 
too long.” 

Reliever Matt Karchner 
(5-2) issued a leadoff walk 
to Omar Vizquel I the top of 
the 10th. Carlos Baerga sac- 
rificed and Albert Belle was 
intentionally walked before 
Eddie Murray’s groundout 
moved both runners into 
scoring position. 

Manny Ramirez drew an 
intentional walk before 
Larry Thomas c ame on and 
surrendered Thome’s single 


to centre. 

Paul Shuey (2-1) got the 
win despite allowing Frank 
Thomas's one-out solo 
homer in the bottom of die 
10th. 

T would have pitched dif- 
ferent to Thomas if we had 
only a one-run lead,” Shuey 
said. 

Chicago’s Wilson Alvarez 
and McDowell were locked 
in a scentless duel until the 
bottom of the seventh, when 
Ozzie G uillen tripled home 
Darren Lewis to put 
Chicago up 1-0. 

“If you didn’t like that 
game, you don't like base- 
ball,” Cleveland manager 
Mike Hargrove said. 
“Alvarez and McDowell 
were just oi* branding. 

Chicago closer Roberto 
Hernandez started the ninth 
with a 1-0 lead. He bad con- 
verted 33 of 36 save oppor- 
tunities but gave up two sin- 
gles and a walk before Julio 
Franco grounded out to 
drive in many Ramirez. 

The crowd of 43,6-1 was 
the largest regular-season 
crowd ever at the New 
Comiskey Park. 

In New York, Andy 
Pettitte allowed three hits in 
seven scoreless innings to 


become the first 12 -game 
winner in the American 
League as the Yankees beat 
the Baltimore Orioles 4-3. 

Pettitte (12-3) allowed 
three bits with one walk and 
four strikeouts as he 
matched his win total from 
last season. He is 8-1 in 10 
starts after Yankee losses 
this season. 

Tmo Martinez had a two- 
run double and scored on an 
RBI double by Gerald 
Williams. Ruben Sierra 
added an RBI single for 
New York. 

John Wetteland got his 
AJL-leading 25th save 
despite yielding a three-run 
homer to Bobby Bonilla in 
the ninth 

Mike Mussian (10-5) was 
reached for four and nine 
hits in six innings as die 
Orioles lost for the fourth 
time in five games. 

At California, Geronimo 
Berroa and Jason Giambi 
hit three-run shots and Terry 
Steinbach added a two-run 
blast as the Oakland 
Athletics continued their 
record-tying home run 
assault in an 11-9 victory 
over the Angels. 

Oakland has hit 14 
homers in the first three 


games of the series and 
leads the majors with 126 
round-trippers. With 18 
homers in their last four 
games, the Athletics tied a 
Major-League record set by 
the Red Sox in July 1977. 

The Athletics have won 
three straight games, nine of 
their last 13 and extended 
their road winning streak to 
seven games. 

Pat Borders hit his first 
two homers of the season 
and had three RBI for 
California, which has lost 
four straight. 

In Seattle, Kevin Elster 
homered and drove in four 
runs and Darren Oliver (6- 
2) won his fourth consecu- 
tive start as the Texas 
Rangers defeated the 
Mariners 9-5. 

Joan Gonzalez added a 
pair of homers and three 
RBI for the Rangers. 
Gonzalez has 56 RBI in 54 
games this year. 

Elster’ s homer was hit 
13th. His previous career 
high was 10. He also estab- 
lished a personal best with 
his 56th RBI. 13 more than 
he had between 1991-1995 
combined. 

Luis Sojo, Edgar Martinez 
and Ivan Rodriguez home- 


red for Seattle. 

Io Boston, John Valentin 
homered twice and Vaughn 
Eshelman (3-2) tossed four 
scoreless innings in relief as 
the Red Sox routed the 
Detroit Tigers 13-6 with a 
16-hit attack. 

The Red Sox have won 
four of six, following a five- 
game losing streak. 

Greg Keagle (3-6) took 
the loss for die Tigers, who 
had won five of their previ- 
ous seven games. 

In Kansas City, rookie 
Matt Lawton had a career- 
high four hits, including a 
two-run homer in a six-run 
third innin g, as the 

Minnesota Twins out- 
slugged the Royals 12-7. 

Twins outfielder Marty 
Cordova went 4-for-5, 
extending his hitting streak 
to _ 23 games, a Major- 
League high this season. 

In Toronto. Kevin Seitzer 
and Jose Valentin each 
homered and drove in two 
runs as the Milwaukee 
Brewers defeated the Blue 
Jays 7-4. 

Milwaukee has won five 
of its last six games. 

Joe Carter hit bis IStfa 
homer for Toronto. 


...as Piazza hits three homers to lead Dodgers past Rockies 


DENVER (R) — Mike 
Piazza had his first career 
three-homer game as the 
Los Angeles Dodgers beat 
the Colorado Rockies 13-10 
Saturday and gave interim 
manager Bill Russell his 
first win in five tries. 

Piazza hit a grand slam 
and two solo shots to give 
him 21 homers for the sea- 
son. Greg Gagne and Eric 
Karros also homered for 
Colorado. 

Piazza, who tied the Los 
Angeles single-game home 
run mark, became the sixth 
Dodger to hit three homers 
in a game. Gil Hodges hit 
four for Brooklyn in 1 950. 

'Ri&sefl/ fifths mfor'ftie 
hospitalised Tommy 

Lasorda, lost his first four * 
games for the Dodgers, who 
remain tied with the San 
Diego Padres atop the NL 
Western Division: 

The Dodgers pounded out 
20 hits and a season-high 
six homers. 

Ellis Burks hit his 20th 
homer and Dante Bichette 
and Vinny Castillo each got 
their 16th fra- Colorado. 
Bichette's 35 RBI this 
month tied the club mark he 
set last July. 

The combined nine 
homers broke die NJL 
record for most homers in a 
night game, previously set 
during a Cincinnati Reds- 
Milwaukee Braves game in 
1956. 

Ismael Valdes (8-5) 
allowed three runs over 


seven inning s. Bryan Bekar 
(2-3) took the loss. 

In Philadelphia, Jeff 
Fassero threw a two-hitier 
and had a career-high 11 
strikeouts for his first career 
shutout and Mike Lansing’s 
two-out double in the eighth 
scored the gamers only run 
as the Montreal Expos 
edged the Phillies 1-0. 

Fassero (8-5), who has a 
five-game win streak, 
retired the first 17 batters he 
faced before counterpart 
Curt Schilling singled with 
two out in the sixth. Gregg 
Jeffries doubled in the sev- 
enth with one out for the 
Phillies’ other hit . 

• Fassero’s wife gave birth 
to the couple’s third child on 
Friday. “I really wanted it to 
be special with my wife just 
having a baby girl,” he said. 
“I wanted to pitch a good 
game for her and my wife.” 

Schilling (2-3) allowed a 
run and five hits, walked 
two and struck out eight in 
eight innings. 

The Phillies have lost 18 
of their last 22 games. 

In San Francisco, Chris 
Gomez’ homer in the top of 
the ninth snapped a tie and 
Steve Finley homered twice 
and drove in a career-high 
five runs as the San Diego 
Padres beat the slumping 
Giants, 7-6. 

Gomez hit a 1-0 pitch 
from Giants closer Rod 
Beck, (0-4) over the right- 
centre fence for his first 
NX. homer. Gomez was 


acquired from Detroit June 

22 . 

Beck blew his third save 
in 19 chances this season. 
He is 0-3 with two blown 
saves in his last four appear- 
ances. 

San Francisco lost its 
ninth straight. Six of the 
defeats have been by one 
run. 

In Cincinnati, Mark 
Portugal allowed three runs 
over seven innings for his 
third straight win, Bret 
Boone had a two-run 
homer, and Eric Davis and 
Joe Oliver had two-run dou- 
bles in a five-run fifth to 
lead the Reds past the the 
Chicago 1 Gtrbs SL5. ■ 

Ported i- (4-5]^ ! won- his- 
third straight start for the 
Reds, who matched a sea- 
son high with its seventh 
consecutive win. 

Sammy Sosa and Luis 
Gonzalez had back-to-back 
homers for Chicago in the 
eighth. Sosa went 3-for-3 
and tied Baltimore's Brady 
Anderson for the Major- 
League home run lead at 26. 

At Florida, Jeff Conine 
homered and Greg 
Colbiunn drove in two runs 
as the Marlins beat the 
Atlanta Braves 5-3, handing 
John Smoltz his second 
straight loss after 14 straight 
wins. 

Smoltz (14-3) yielded five 
runs and eight hits in four 
innings, his shortest outing 
since last August. 

Pat Rapp (4-10) allowed 








five hits in 6 2/3 shoutout 
innings as the Martins won 
their fifth straighL 
In St Louis, Brian 

Jordan’s bases-loaded sin- 
gle with one out in the bot- 
tom of the ninth gave the 
Cardinals their seventh- 

straight home win, 6-5 over 
the Pittsburgh Pirates. 

It was the third hit of the 
game for Jordan. He is bat- 
ting .393 (24-for-61) with 
runners in scoring position. 

The top four batters in the 
St Louis lineup — Ozzie 
Smith. Ray Lankford. Ron 
Gant and Jordan — were a 
combined 9-for-18 with two 
RBI and five runs scored. 
Pittsburgh has lost four of 


its last five games and eight 
of 12. The cards have won 
10 of their last 15 games. 

In Houston, Shane 
Reynolds tossed an eight- 
hitter, James Mouton had 
two hits and three RBI, and 
Craig Biggio and Derek 
Bell added three hits and 
two RBI each as the Astros 
routed tiie New York Mets 
9-1, snapping their four- 
game win streak. 

Reynolds (4-5), who 
allowed a run in die ninth, 
walked none and struck out 
eight 

Mets starter Robert Person 
(1-3) surrendered five runs 
and seven hits in two 
innings. 


Steffi Graf hungry for titles 


LONDON (R) — Steffi Graf 
is too interested in winning 
titles to worry about her 
place in tennis history. 

The German joint world 
number one moved a step 
closer to a seventh 
Wimbledon singles title and 
20th Grand Slam grown on 
Saturday and then said she 
had little time to reflect on 
the significance of her feats. 

"Obviously you get more 
in touch with history here 
than in any other tourna- 
ment,” Graf said after she 
blitzed American Nicole 
Arendt 6-2, 6-1 to move into 
the fourth round. 

'There are a lot of memo- 
ries, a lot of past champions 
that are coming and just the 
facility itself. But I’m not 
thinking about history when 
I go out on court. I’m just 
trying to play die match. 
Maybe at some other time 
but definitely not right 
now." 

Graf, 27, won her fifth 
French Open tide earlier this 
month to take her Grand 
Slam singles tally to 19, one 
more than Martina 
Navratilova and Chris Even. 

Only former Australian 
champion Margaret Court, 
with 24 tides, is ahead of the 
German on die all-time list. 

Graf said she occasionally 
reflected on how much she 
had achieved but winning 
tournaments gave her more 


immediate pleasure. 

T think, maybe, some day 
when I stop playing and am 
looking back at my records 
the feeling will be stronger,” 
she said. 

Graf beat Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario of Spain 6-3, 6-7, 
10-8 in the longest-ever 
French Open women’s final 
in both time and games. 

Against Arendt, the 
German top seed played 
with a small bandage on her 
injured left knee but said it 
was simply a precaution. 

“It takes a little bit of pres- 
sure away from the tendon. 
Nothing crazy,” said Graf, 
who was watched by her 
mother, Heidi 

Her father, Peter, is in 
prison facing charges that be 
evaded paying tax on mil- 
lions of dollars of his daugh- 
ter's earnings. 

Graf had little trouble 
against Arendt, world- 
ranked 102. She won in just 
41 minutes and then com- 
plained about the cold 
weather which forced spec- 
tators, including England 
soccer internationals David 
Seaman and Paul I nee, to 
huddle under blankets. 

Unusually, she lost the 
first nine points of the match 
before warming to the task. 

She now faces 16th-seed- 
ed Swiss Martina Hingis, 
whom she beat in the first 
round here last year. 



GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 
Q. I - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

J a4 TA Q 9 5 3 2 :-Q 108 *K Q 10 • 

The bidding has 


German number one seed Steffi Graf waves to the 
crowd after her victory in the third round match at 
Wimbledon (Reuters Photo) 


But Hingis, 15. downed 
the German in the Italian 
Open quarter-finals last 
month. 

Graf is used to carrying 
injuries into tournaments 
nowadays. ' Indeed, she 


might be a little worried if 
she did not have one here. 

The last time she was 
injury-free at Wimbledon 
was in 1994. the year she 
lost in the first round to 
American Lori McNeil. 


SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST I 
1<? Dbl Rdbl 1* 

V? 4a Pus Paw 

What action da you take? 

Q.2 - Neither vulnerable, as I 
South you hold: | 

AAK64 "77 3 6B42 *A K 6 4 

The bid dine has proceeded: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

lA Pus INT Pan 

* 

What action do you lake? 

Q. 3 • Ad South, vulnerable, you 
hold. 

AA764 Tv) 106 09 *A87GZ 

The bidding hoa proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

I'j 15 Pans ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 4 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*K 10 5 4 2 T8 vK983 *34! 
The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1a Dbl ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 5 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

:AJ64 AKQJ8S 

The bidding ha* proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1? Pass 2 a Mm 
2* Pass 30 Pm 

4* Pass ? 

Whot do you bid now? 

Q. fi - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

«K8S TAK9684 OS *QJB 

The bidding haa proceeded: ^ 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
» - Pass 20 Pm» 

F Pass 2 a Pas* 


Whin do you bid now' 1 
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1)3111011 JS 1 in action to win the French Grand Prix ahead Canadian 
vm French AJesl Hill increased his margin over Williams 
pomts “ finished one - two »■ Fre ”» 

Hill wins French Grand Prix; 
Schumacher out early 
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MAGNY COURS, France 
(AP) — It was a red-letter 

- for the blue-and-whire 
hams team but a dark 

- for the red Ferraris. 
ion Hill captured the 

French Grand Prix Sunday 
after two-time defending 
champion and pole posi- 
tion Michael 

Schumacher’s Ferrari 
blew an engine on the 
L warmup lap. 

Hill’s teammate, Jacques 
Villeneuve, followed Hill 
across the line, 8.1 sec- 
onds behind, to give 
WilHams-Renault its sec- 
ond consecutive one-two 
finish and fourth of the 
season. 

The Ferraris, meanwhile, 
lasted a total of five laps. 

“There were no prob- 
lems in the race, every- 
thing went fantastic. I was 
a bit worried when 
Michael’s engine blew 
up,” Hill said. “1 had to 
back off. His car was 
spraying a lot of oil. It 
made the race a whole lot 
easier.” 

i The Beneaon-Renaults . 
of Jean AJesr. and Gerhard ~ 
Berger in third and fourth 
to give Renault the top 
four positions in a Grand 
Prix, the first time ever for 
the French engine. 

Renault ana ELF, the 
engine and fuel suppliers 
for the Williams and 
Benetton teams recently 
announced it will end its 
Formula One activities 
Renault after next 1997 
and ELF after this season. 

Mika Hakkinen and 
David Coulthard, in 
McLaren-Mercedes, were 
fifth and sixth. Only five 
cars were on the same lap 
asHilL 
Hill completed the 72 
laps in 1 hour, 36 minutes, 
28.795 seconds, averaging 
190.183 kph (118.2 mph) 
for the 306 kilometres. 

Schumacher, the two- 
time world champion, had 
the fastest qualifying time 
and had won the last two 
races here easily, first in a 
Benetton-Ford " then a 
Benetton-Renault 
This time his Ferrari did- 
n’t make it to the official 
starting line when his car 
started smoking less than 
30 seconds after the 
w'armup lap started. 

“At the beginning of the 
warmup round when I 
sped up out of the fast 
right curve, I noticed the 
performance had fallen off 
a little. But I thought little 
of It” Schumacher said. 
“Then when speeding up 
coming out of the hair pin 
I noticed that almost no 
performance was there. At 
first I was a little shocked, 

I looked in the rear view 
mirror and saw only blue 
smoke and realised that 
was it for me. 

It was the second time 
this season that 
Sch umach er had an early 
exit after winning the pole. 


At Monaco he crashed on 
the first lap after leading 
qualifying. 

“The fact that we would 
have reliability problems 
is something I was aware 
of from the moment I 
started working for 
Ferrari,” the German said. 
“However I thought we 
would have them at the 
start of the season.” 

It was a bad day for the 
Ferraris. Eddie Irvine, 
after starting last because 
of a technical violation in 
the qualifying, went out 
five laps into the race with 
a gear box failure. 

“It’s an uncomfortable 
situation for us all. for the 
team and for me. But 
unfortunately that is part 
of the racing sport,” 
Schumacher said. 

This time it was a 
reverse of fortunes for Hill 
and Schumacher as Hill 
increased his lead in the 
drivers standings. He now 
has 63 with Villeneuve at 
38. Schumacher is still 
third at 26 points, 
point ahead of Alesi. 

._HI11 led qualifying 
last three years but 


one 

toe 
had 

three consecutive second 
places in toe race. 

This time be led for near- 
ly toe entire race, losing 
lead briefly after the 




first pit stop 27 laps into 
toe race. 

Hill went back into first 
when Villeneuve pitted 
after the 31st lap ana held 
toe lead from there 
although the Canadian cut 
toe margin down to 7.3 
seconds after 49 laps. 

That was toe closest as 
Villeneuve went in for 
tires and fuel on toe next 
lap while Hill waited until 
the 53rd after building toe 
lead back up. 

After Hill came out of 
the pits toe second time 
with 1 8 laps to go, be had 
a comfortable lead and 
won easily. 

Villeneuve had had a 
hard crash in Saturday’s 
qualifying. 

“The guys did a great job 
working overnight to get 
toe car ready,” Villeneuve 
said: “And then there was 
a little work on my neck to 
make sure I would be able 
to last the whole race." 

“At least I fiCftddotooye, 
my. neck, tfte.mu$el£rwgs 
stretched,” Villeneuve 
said. “Halfway throughout 
the race it started to hurt" 

The next race is the 
British Grand Prix at 
Silverstone, July, 14. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT TO LET 


A First floor, 3 bedrooms apartment, fully 
furnished pnci . au amenities) , private telephone, 

2 bathrooms, central heating, balcony, located in 
w.shmeisani 

For details call 622646 / 662307 / 079-34333 


Complete Furnished Floor For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 luxurious bathrooms, 2 
spacious salons, 2 glassed-in verandas, sitting 
room and spacious American kitchen + telephone 
and central heating. 

Location: Dahiat Al Rabiah 
For more information call Tel: 667752 - Amman 


CAR FOR SALE (YELLOW PLATE) 

Duty free car (duty can be paid), 
Mitsubishi Pajero, model 1988, good 
condition, price $ 7,500 or equal in JD. 
Contact Tareq Tel: 863683 
from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 


TUTOR 

Teaching Arabic as a foreign language. 

Please call 781498, 

Mr. Lahham, 1:00 - 6:00 p.m. 


DELUXE ALT. ECD DENT 


Consists of two bedrooms, two luxurious bathrooms, 
reception area with marble floors, playroom, 
spacious terrace, telephone line, superb finishing. 

Location: nicest area in Abdoun 


For more information please call Tel. 814833 


Kinane 

Irish 

Derby jinx 
goes on 


DUBLIN (R) — - Trainer 
Dermot Weld lifted hi$ 
Irish Derby jinx at the 
Cuiragh Sunday, but the 
wait goes on for his jockey 
Mick Kinane. Irishman 
Kinane has won top races 
all over the world in a dis- 
tinguished riding careen 
Butin the Irish Derby, his 
home classic, he has fin- 
ished a frustrating second 
three times in 16 ndes. 

On Sunday, be deserted 
20-1 winner Zagreb, 
trained by Weld, in favour 
of the 9-4 second favourite, 
toe English raider Dr. 
Massini, who trailed in 
seventh Of the 13 r unner s. 

Lucky substitute jockey 
Pat S hanahan said: “If I’d 
had the choice I would 
have probably picked Dr. 
Massini. Zagreb (only) 
won a maiden (race) and 
got beaten the next time. 

“But we have always 
thought a lot of him. I 
expected Zagreb to run 
well and I thought he 
would finish in the first 
four or five. 

“Michael is allowed one 
mistake and he’s matte it I 
saw him afterwards and he 
said well done.” disap- 
pointed Kinane said: “Dn 
Massini never travelled. .J 
didn’t make a good call but 
I am delighted for the con- 
nections, especially Pat” 
Weld, who has also won 
races all over the world but 
failed to land his home 
derby until Sunday, said: 
“In 11 years with Michael 
we have proved we have a 
unique relationship and it 
wjU last as long as he rides 
and I train. 

“I would have loved him 
to ride today but circum- 
stances were such that he 
wanted to ride Du Massini 
because he thought be had 
a winning chance. 
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Germany wins Euro 96 
with 1st ‘golden goal’ 


LONDON (AFF) — Olivier 
Bierhoff came off toe bench to 
score two dramatic goals as 
.Germany came from behind to 
beat the Czech Republic 2-1 
and win toe European 
Championship final with the 
first ever golden goal at 
Wembley Sunday. 

Bierhoff was sent on midway 
through the second half and 
scored with a header just min- 
utes after his arrival to cancel 
out a controversial penalty that 
put the Czechs into a shock 
lead. 

Four minutes into extra-time, 
the 28-year-old Udinese striker 
capped a remarkable appear- 
ance, and secured Germany's 
third European crown with an 
excellent left-footed strike 
from the edge of the box that 
crept over the Hne after Petr 
Konba got a glove to his clini- 
cal strike. 

But there was to be no repeat 
of the 1976 success over the 
Germans for the Czechs who 
took a shock lead on the hour 
when Italian referee Pierluigi 
Paireno awarded a dubious 
penalty after Matthias Sammer 
had brought down Karel 
Poborsky on the edge of the 
box 

_ Pairetto had no hesitation in 
pointing to the spot as 
Wembley, boosted to capacity 
by thousands of Englishmen 
looking to toe Czechs to 
avenge England's semifinal 
defeat to Germany, erupted in 
delight 

Patrick Berger, one of toe 
three Czechs in toe side who 
play in toe Bundesliga. con- 
verted from toe spot but televi- 
sion replays showed that 
Summer's challenge was a 
yard outside toe area. 

But with 20 minutes to go, 
toe Germans were back on 
terms when Christian Ziege 
curled in a left-footed free- 
kick from the right 
The Czech defence, barely 
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The Czech Republic’s Karel Poborsky (top) is fouled by Matthias Sammer of 
Germany for a penalty in the Euro 96 Cap final at Wembley, June 30. The Germans 
went on to win the match 2-1 in extra-time under the ‘Golden Goal’ rule (Renters 
photo) 


tute Bierhoff timed his run to 
perfection and placed his head- 
er to the right of Petr Konba 
just minutes after coming on 
for Mehmet ScholL 

Amongst the capacity 
Wembley crowd were Queen 
Elizabeth n and her husband 
the Duke of Edinburgh, British 
Prime Minister John Major. 
German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl and Czech President 
Vaclav Havel as well as a host 
of other dignaiaries and 
celebrities. 

After a spectacular closing 
ceremony, though, attention 
quickly turned to toe football 
as clear favourites Germany 
made plain their attacking 
intentions from toe outset 

Boosted by toe return of 
striker Jurgen Klinsmann, 
Germany dominated posses- 
sion in the first half. 


The Germans, looking for 
their third European title and 
toeir first since 1980. bad toe 
Czechs on toe back foot in toe 
early exchanges without man- 
aging a clear shot on goaL 
But it was the Czechs who 
had toe first genuine chance of 
a match being watched by over 
400 million people in 195 
countries, only for Liverpool- 
linked Karel Poborsky to vol- 
ley over toe crossbar from a 
superb cross by Kuka. 

The Czechs, 150 to one to 


win the tournament after toeir 
2-0 defeat to Germany in toe 
opening Group C match, 
looked content to soak up the 
pressure and hit toe Germans 
with quick counter-attacks. 

But with Klinsmann troubled 
by his calf injury and Kuntz 
woefully off-taiget on at least 
three occasions, toe sense that 
a shock was on the cards began 
to grow amongst a Wembley 
crowd that had thrown its 
noisy support behind toe 
underdog Czechs. 
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OFFICESFOR 

Different sizes in Western Amman. 

Please call the owner, 

Tel: 695933 


FOR RENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED 
APARTMENT. 3 BEDROOMS, 3 
BATHROOMS, SPACIOUS RECEPTION, 
TV AND DINING ROOM, FULLY EQUIPPED 
KITCHEN, PANORAMIC VIEW IN ONE OF 
THE BEST LOCATIONS IN RABIA. 

PLEASE CALL TEL: 838758 / 079-35991 


FOR RENT 

1) Deluxe three-bedroom duplex residence 
with quality furniture. Facilities include satellite 
TV, telephone, garage, use of common 
swimming pool, squash-court and 3-acre 
landscaped garden, security gate with remote 
TV entry phone. Ideal for foreign executive. 

2) Deluxe two-bedroom flat with all of the 
above facilities. 

. Call for appointment to view 834552 
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ANNONCE 

Monsieur Bernard BAJOLET, Ambassadeur de France en 
Jordanie, invite cordialement les frangais en Jordanie a la 
reception qu'il offrira a (’occasion de la Fete Nationale, le 
D! MAN CHE 14 juitlet 1996 de 19 H 30 a 21 H 30, Q. la 
Residence de France a Amman. Les cartons d’invitation, 
qui seront exiqes a I'entre e de la residence, peuvent 
etre retires des maintenant et avant le 6 juillet a 
i'Ambassade, sur presentation d'une carte d'identite. 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Location: Prime Ministry Road, close to 4th Circle, 
behind Omani Embassy 

DESCRIPTION: 1st floor, area 200 sq.m. 1 master 
bedroom, 2 bedrooms with 2 bathrooms, spacious 
salon and dining room, fully equipped American 
style kitchen, maid & washing room, intercom, 
telephone with independent central heating. 

For more details, kindly call 843030 
after 2:00 p.m. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished ground floor of a 
brand new villa next to Al Maaref 
School. 3 bedrooms, living 
room, dining room, laundry 
room, 2 garages, Garden, fully- 
equipped with new American 
furniture. 

Please call phone 864287 (owner). 







For every purchase of 10 JD got 
a coupon and win Instantly plus 
a chance to win In the grand 
draw. 


Win a 




IBIZA / 

Vo 

And other 
valuable prizes 


Win a Seat Ibiza 96 plus other 
fabulous prizes: 

- Interest Satellites 

- Round trip tickets to Tunisia 

- Color TVs 

- Swiss made sport watches 

- Win your shopping free 
and thousands of prizes & 
gift certificates. 

Shop and collect more 
coupons and increase 
year chances of winning. 
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John Travolta and 
Gene Hackman 
in 

Get Shorty 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 



Eddie Murphy ....in 

The Distinguished 
Gentleman 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD "1 


Abu Al Dahab 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10.30 

“™“FonForo""“2”"”” 

That Night 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Will shortly present Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in a play entitled 

Five-Star 

Government 

Starting comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 

& Hussein Tubeishat 


PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Iraq disarmament makes 
little progress, says Ekeus 

Kuwaitis mark 50 years of oil exports, wealth 


KUWAIT (R) — U.N. 

chief arms inspector Rolf 
Ekeus said on Sunday his 
mission to scrap Iraq’s war 
arsenal had made little 
progress recently because 
Baghdad had Failed to 
account for several missiles 
and chemical weapons. 

But he added Baghdad 
had taken an important step 
forward on what he called 
operational issues by agree- 
ing to allow his inspectors 
unconditional access to 
sites They wished to visit. 

“We have had no change 
with regard to the .substan- 
tive issues." Rolf Ekeus. 
head of a U.N. special com- 
mission on disarming 
Kuwait’s former occupier, 
said on a visit to Kuwait. 

“We still have concern 
about items which have not 
been accounted for like 
missiles and chemical 
weapons and oilier items. 
So that on substance we 
haven't seen much change, 
but on operational issues 
we are hopeful." 

He was referring to an 
agreement he struck with 
Iraqi authorities in Baghdad 
on June 22 allowing his 
inspectors immediate. 


unconditional and unre- 
stricted access to sites they 
wished to inspect. 

“This is an important step 
and we hope it will be trans- 
lated into practice," Mr. 
Ekeus told reporters. “This 
is u written undertaking and 
we will see if it is translat- 
ed into practice." 

Ridding Iraq of weapons 
of muss destruction is a key 
requirement before sanc- 
tions on oil exports can be 
lifted. Iraq bas been under 
stringent trade sanctions 
since its troops invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Mr. Ekeus visited 
Baghdad after the Security 
Council condemned Iraq’s 
refusal three weeks ago to 
give U.N. inspectors access 
to a number of military sites 
that Iraq said were sensitive 
from the point of view’ of 
its national security’ or sov- 
ereignty. 

Mr. Ekeus, who arrived 
from a visit to Turkey on 
Saturday, was expected to 
meet government officials. 
Parliament Speaker Ahmad 
A1 Saadoun and European 
Union ambassadors on 
Sunday. On Monday he is 
due to meet the emir. 


Sheikh Jaber AJ Ahmad A1 
Sabah, and Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah A1 
Sabah. 

Mr. Ekeus was attending 
celebrations in the Kuwaiti 
oil township of Ahmadi 
south of Kuwait City mark- 
ing the 50th anniversary of 
the start of Kuwaiti oil 
exports. 

The emir marked the 
anniversary by turning a 
guild-painted handle on a 
valve opening a symbolic 
export pipeline in front of 
applauding dignitaries out- 
side Ahmadi oil township. 

The ceremony was held in 
blisrering desert heat near a 
site where Sheikh Jaber's 
father. Sheikh Ahmad A1 
Jaber A1 Sabah, turned a sil- 
ver wheel to open a real 
pipeline and send out the 
first export consignment on 
June 30. 1946. 

“To many, it was the day 
we became rich," said Ezzat 
Jaafar, 84, an adviser to the 
ruling Sabah family who 
helped Sheikh Ahmad 
turned the wheel at the 1946 
ceremony. “Everybody was 
happy — everybody." 


Take Jerusalem by 
force, Tantawi says 


CAIRO t APt — Egypt's 
leading Muslim scholar 
urged Muslims to return 
Jerusalem ro Arab control 
with guns and swords and 
said God would be pleased 
with those who kill in its 
defence. 

Mohammad Tantawi. the 
grand sheikh of A1 Azhar. 
also urged Muslims and 
Christians to block Jews 
from moving into tradition- 
ally Arab East Jerusalem by 
settling there themselves, 
the Arabic-language A1 
Hay at newspaper reported 
Sunday. 

As the head of Al Azhar. a 
leading institution of reli- 
gious scholarship. Mr. 
Tantawi *s word carries 
great influence among 
many Muslims. He was 
speaking at a conference 
Saturday at Al Azhar 
University on Jerusalem 
and Mam. 

Jerusalem. holy to 
Christians. Jews and 
Muslims, is an explosive 
issue in talks between Israel 
and the Palestinians. Israel 
claims the entire eitv as its 


capital. while the 
Palestinians w’ant East 
Jerusalem as the capital of a 
future state. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
however, has ruled out any 
negotiation over Jerusalem, 
making the chance for com- 
promise remote. Israel 
seized East Jerusalem in the 
1967 war. 

“Defending Jerusalem is 
legitimate and God will be 
pleased with he who kills 
for this." Mr. Tantawi said. 
“The case of Jerusalem and 
the occupied territories will 
die if there is no force to 
restore it and protect it." 

Asked how he defined 
force, Mr. Tantawi said: 
“The gun and the sword." 

Delegates ended the con- 
ference Sunday with a 
pledge to provide 
Palestinians in Jerusalem 
with aid to counter taxes 
levied on them by the 
Israeli government. The 
resolution did not specify 
the type of aid or say how it 
would be delivered. 


Al Khobar air base 
gets new barrier 


DHAHRAN. Saudi Arabia iR) 
— Worker* on Sunday built a 
new security barrier 120 
metres from a L’.S. military 
housing complex — a move 
Saudi authorities had refused in 
tin.* months before List week’s 
licoJiv track bombing. 

Seven tracks carried concrete 
barriers into tlie p.trking lot as 
work began early Sunday 
m< 'mine at the Khobar Towers, 
site of Tuesday \ terrorist bomb 
blast ih.il killed I 1 * Americans 
and injured hundreds. 

“Tliey stopped work a link* 
while later due to the heal but 
will be resuming when it gets 
cooler." L’.S. Air Force 
spokesman Captain Scon 

Vudnnis .said Sunday afternoon 
a> the temperature soared to 4 1 
degrees Celsius. 

At the time of the bombing, 
the security barrier was about 

t marcs from buildings hous- 
ing American personnel. 

Shortly after the attack, securi- 
ty checks were moved out to 
I2H metres, but the new pity st- 
eal tumor has yet to be com- 
pleted. 

The commander of the U.S. 
Air Force in Dhahran. 

Brigadier-Genera! Tcrrvl 
•Schw alter, said that before the 
bombing Saudi officials twice 
Mused to allow the barrier to 
be moved to 120 metres. 

*We asked them to mov e it to 
the outside of the parking lot." 
Gen. Schwalier saul Saturday. 
“The answer was. ’not at this 
lime’." 

He explained their refusal by 


saying 'the pace is different'' in 
the kingdom. “We did as much 
as w e could, given the environ- 
ment.” he said. 

Gen. Schw alier said that after 
a Novcmbv bomb attack that 
killed five Americans and two 
Indians in the Saudi capital 
Riyadh. Dhahran base officials 
conducted a “vulnerability 
assessment" and identified 40 
necessarv measures for beefing 
up security — including mov- 
ing the perimeter. 

Measures taken included 
mo\ mg ihe main gate: erecting 
barriers to slow vehicles 
approaching the entrance: 
stringing a second tier of con- 
certina wire around parts of the 
perimeter fence; and increasing 
patrols. 

Since the blast. Americans 
also have been relocated from 
exterior rooms to rooms closer 
to the centre of the buildings, 
where they are safer in the 
event of a bombing. 

Meanwhile, U.S. and Saudi 
investigators pushed ahead 
with their search for clues that 
could lead them to the 
bombers, though no new 
details were announced 
Sunday. The chassis of the 
deadly fuel track — complete 
with serial number — was 
among the parts Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
agents from Ihe United States 
had discovered. Saudi authori- 
ties reportedly have ihe licence 
plate number and plan soon to 
release composite sketches of 
two suspects. 


Qatari FM’s 
surprise visit 
fails to heal 
rift with 
Bahrain 

MANAMA (AFP) — A sur- 
prise visit to Bahrain by 
Qatari Foreign Minister 
Hamad Ibn Jassem Al Thani 
on Sunday failed to heal a 
lingering border dispute 
between the two neighbours. 

At the end of talks, 
Bahraini Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammed Ibn 
Mubarak Al Khlifa 
denounced remarks by his 
Qatari counterpart Sheikh 
Hamad restating Doha's 
claim to sovereignty over the 
Hawar islands and die waters 
surrounding the Fasht Al 
Dibel. 

“Bahrain was surprised by 
the lengthy statement of the 
Qatari foreign ministers ... 
(who) renewed Qatar's alle- 
gations in territories which 
are an inseparable part of 
Bahrain's territority.” he told 
the Gulf News Agency. 

The statement “does not 
serve the objectives of his 
visit which Bahrain hopes 
will be the start of a new era 
in relations.” Sheikh 
Mohammad added. 

In 1988, the dispute over 
the islands almost flared into 
armed conflict, but Saudi 
Arabia intervened to defuse 
the tension. 

Before he left the Gulf 
archipelago Sheikh Hamad 
repeated Qatar’s position 
that “if Saudi Arabia comes 
up with an acceptable solu- 
tion for both sides, we will 
withdraw our claim to the 
international court of jus- 
tice." 

Sheikh Hamad met with 
the Bahraini emir. Sheikh 
Issa Ibn Salman Al Khalifa, 
to give him a message from 
Qatari Emir Sheikh Hamad 
Ibn Khalifa Ai Thani on 
“ways to strengthen bilateral 
relations in various fields." 



PILGRIMS ARRIVE ON A MOUNTAIN NEAR THE VILLAGE OF PRUSAC: Pilgrims with Muslim flags arrive 
od top of a hill near the village of Prusac in central Bosnia Sunday. Over ten thousand people arrived in the village 
for religious pilgrimage that has got 480-year-old tradition (Reuters photo) 

Big powers want Karadzic to quit definitively 


LONDON (R) — The big 
powers on Sunday called on 
Bosnian Serb “President" 
Radovan Karadzic to quit 
definitively after an 
announcement that he had 
handed over power to his 
depury but would retain his 
title. 

Heads of the Group of 
Seven industrialised nations 
urged Mr. Karadzic to quit 
immediately at a summit 
meeting which closed on 
Saturday in the central 
French city of Lyon and 
threatened to impose sanc- 
tions if the Bosnian peace 
accord was violated. 

Mr. Karadzic’s deputy 
Biljana Plavsic said on 
Sunday that Mr. Karadzic 
had relinquished ail power 
to her but bad kept his tide 
as head of state which 
would be in defiance of 
international demands for 
his resignation. 

Her statement was vari- 
ously interpreted. 

“We’ve seen the same 
news reports that you've 
seen. Those are just 
reports." White House 
spokesman David Johnson 


told reporters. “We don't 
know for sure what bis sta- 
tus is." 

Reiterating White House 
policy on Mr. Karadzic, Mr. 
Johnson said: “Our policy- 
on him remains what we 
have said in the past: That 
he needs to be not only out 
of power but he needs to be 
out of influence, out of town 
and in the dock.” 

Their patience with the 
defiant Mr. Karadzic at an 
end. leaders of the Group of 
Seven (G-7) industrialised 
nations — the United 
States, France, Germany. 
Italy. Britain, Japan, Canada 
— joined forces with Russia 
to deliver the Lyon ultima- 
tum. 

International peace coor- 
dinator Carl Bildt bad set a 
deadline of Monday for Mr. 
Karadzic’s departure. 

France said it now expect- 
ed “the Karadzic resigna- 
tion to be complete and 
definitive, and that he will 
not partiepate in any way in 
the campaign for the 
September 14 Bosnian elec- 
tions. 

“We will judge by his 


actions," the foreign min- 
istry said. 

Mr. Bildt announced on 
Sunday morning that Mr. 
Karadzic, who is wanted for 
trial for alleged war crimes 
in the Bosnian war, had 
resigned in favour of Ms. 
Plavsic. 

But Ms. Plavsic said Mr. 
Karadzic would remain 
president until September 
14 when inter-ethnic elec- 
tions are due to create post- 
war democratic institutions 
for the Serb and Muslirn- 
Croat entities in Bosnia. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel welcomed Mr. 
Bildt's news but added that 
the * German government 
and the international com- 
munity want Mr. Karadzic 
“to disappear from the polit- 
ical stage completely." 

Britain promised to moni- 
tor Republika Srpska close- 
ly to ensure that Mr. 
Karadzic does not “exert his 
malign influence behind the 
scenes". 

On Ms. Plavsic's state- 
ment. Mr. Bildt's 
spokesman Colum Murphy 
said the Serbs were playing 


a double game and this 
would have to be addressed 
by the international commu- 
nity. 

Mr. Bildt was given this 
week “explicit assurances" 
which were in contradiction 
to what Ms. Plavsic said, 
Mr. Murphy said. 

“If Mr. Karadzic in Pale is 
telling his people one thing 
and the international com- 
munity another then that 
discrepancy is of the most 
serious kind and the high 
represntative will have to 
answer it in coming days. 

“The international com- 
munity cannot be toyed 
with indefinitely in this 
extremely frivolous man- 
ner," he added. 

Western officials in 
Sarajevo said Mr. Bildt 
appeared to have been out- 
manouevred by Mr. 
Karadzic for the second 
time in a month. 

“I think Carl Bildt has 
been mugged by the 
Bosnian Serb leadership,” a 
NATO peacekeeping officer 
said. “This looks like a mas- 
sive own goal to me." 


Palestinians urge PNA to 
permit Israeli civil marriages 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) Palestinian busi- 
nessmen have urged the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) to allow Israeli civil weddings to take place in 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank town of Jericho, the 
Israeli Press Agency said Sunday. 

The businessmen, who asked to remain anonymous, 
made the request to Palestinian Justice Minister Freih 
Abu Meddein, saying it could be a money-spinner for 
the Palestinian authority, 1TIM said. 

Although the Israeli interior ministry only permits 
religious marriages within Israel, under international 
law, it has to recognise civil weddings carried out 
abroad. 

Couples who want to have a civil ceremony are 
forced to travel abroad, with many choosing to be mar- 
ried on the nearby Mediterranean island of Cyprus at 
an average cost of $1,200, the agency added. 

The Palestinian authority has so far resisted calls to 
authorise Israeli weddings in the autonomous territo- 
ries for fear it could anger Palestinian miliiants and cre- 
ate a precedent which would lead to similar demands 
from secular Palestinians. 

Rabbi Uri Regev, head of the Centre for Jewish 
Pluralism, said that “the idea of civil weddings for 
Israelis in Gaza and Jericho has been mentioned at 
meetings with PaJestinan officials." 


Iraqi paper urges Turkey’s 
Erbakan to improve ties 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq's 
most influential newspaper on 
Sunday urged the new Turkish 
prime minister, Necmertin 
Erbakan, to improve Ankara's 
relations with Baghdad. 

Babel, owned by President 
Saddam Hussein's eldest son 
Uday. said improving relations 
with Baghdad would secure 
economic benefits for Turkey. 

“We hope that the Islamist 
Welfare Party and its leader... 
will implement whai he can of 
his declared political and eco- 
nomic programmes with 
regard to relations with Iraq...' 
because such a move would 
bring economic and non-eco- 
nomic benefits for Turkey," 
Babel said in a front-page edi- 
torial. 

Turkish President Suleyman 
Demirel on Friday approved 
Welfare Party leader Erbakan 
as the country’s first Islamist 
premier, heading a coalition 
with conservative Tansu 


Ciller. 

Babel listed Turkey’s com- 
plex relation's with Iraq, the 
Turkish military training 
agreement with Israel, the dis- 
pute over sharing the water of 
the Tigris and the Euphrates 
and Turkey's stance on Gulf 
war sanctions on Iraq among 
the problems Mr. Erbakan had 
inherited from previous 
Turkish governments. 

Turkey was a key ally of the 
American-led military coali- 
tion that ejected Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait in the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

Baghdad criticises Ankara 
for supporting a U.S. -led 
allied air force based in south- 
ern Turkey to protect rebel 
Kurds from possible attacks 
by Iraqi armed forces. 

Iraq hopes that Turkey will 
support it in its efforts to lift 
U.N. trade sanctions imposed 
after its 1990 invasion of 
KuwaiL 


Greek PM Simitis wins Socialist Party leadership 


ATHENS (R) — Greek 
Prime Minister Costas 
Simitis won the leadership 
oF the ruling Socialist Pasok 
Party on Sunday, averting a 
government crisis. 

Mr. Simitis, who had 
vowed to resign from the 
premiership if he did not 
gain the party's helm, won 
53.5 per cent of a Pasok 
congress vote and the 
remainder went to his oppo- 
nent. Interior Minister Akis 
Tsohatzopoulos, according 
to official results. 

”1 want to congratulate 
our new president. We are 
all united, we will complete 
our four-year term and win 
the next elections." Defence 


Minister Gerassimos 
Arsenis, who had opted for 
Mr. Tsohatzopoulos, told 
reporters. 

The result gives Mr. 
Simitis the green light to 
proceed with reforms in the 
economy and public sector 
after years of stagnation due 
to the poor health of late 
party founder and former 
Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou. 

Political commentators 
said Mr. Simitis would soon 
reshuffle his government to 
replace ministers who 
oppose his reform policies 
but would leave Mr. 
Tsohatzopoulos in place to 
maintain delicate balances 


in the disoriented Pasok. 

The congress, attended by 
some 5,200 delegates, 
developed into a brutal race 
between the two men who 
also faced off for the pre- 
miership in January when 
Mr. Papandreou resigned 
and Mr. Simitis came out as 
the winner. 

Mr. Simitis, who is 
staunchly pro-European and 
has called for radical party 
reforms told the delegates 
again late on Saturday that it 
was all or nothing for him. 

“If I am not elected party 
president, I will resign from 
the premiership," he said on 
Saturday. “Have no illu- 
sions. T\vo different leaders 


will result in a split and an 
electoral defeat." 

Such a move would have 
sent Greek markets reeling 
and plunges the ruling 
socialists into crisis, with 
their parliamentary group 
having to choose a new 
prime minister for the sec- 
ond time in this year. 

Mr. Simitis, 60. faced 
strong criticism from an 
array of top socialists, all 
calling for him to withdraw 
his threat to resign and to 
reach a compromise which 
would benefit the party as a 
whole. 

But his gamble paid off, 
giving him free rein and 
control of the party and the 


government to set Greece 
and Pasok on a new, post- 
Papandreou course. 

It remains to be seen how 
Mr. Tsohatzopoulos. who 
represents Pasok’s tradition- 
al wing and was a trusted 
Papandreou lieutenant for 
30 years, accepts defeat. 

He said before the vote 
that “if Simitis wins 51 per 
cent of the vote then the 49 
per cent will be against 
him." 

Pasok parliament deputy 
Vassilis Kedikoglou put it 
this way; "We all want 
political stability but I 
expect many ministers to 
resign and a totally different 
cabinet very soon." 
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Smoke in 

cabin spooks ~ ^ 
plane’s passengers 

FORT LAUDERDALE. 
Florida (AP) — About two 
dozen passengers walked off a 
Sun Jet International DC-9 at 
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport after 
smoke started coming through 
overhead vents. The passen- 
gers on Saturday's flight told 
the Sun-Sentinel of Fort 
Lauderdale that they remem- 
bered there were reports of 
smoke in the cabin just before 
VaJujet Flight 592 crashed :n 
the Everglades May 11 killing 
110 people. That plane also 
was a DC-9. “You can’t blame 
the passengers for pulling out, 
especially with what happened 
a month ago," said Michael 
Larkin, of Jupiter, who 
switched his II -year-old 
daughter to another carrier. The 
smoke on Sun Jet flight 315 
was traced to an overheated fan 
in the plane's air-conditioning 
system. The problem was not 
deemed serious enough to 
ground the plane, and the flight 
departed from Fort Lauderdale 
at about 5 p.m., 90 minutes 
behind schedule. It arrived 
without incident in Newark at 
8:10 p.m. The passengers who 
left the flight were not refund- 
ed the cost of their $79 to $149 
tickets because the flight was 
not cancelled, said Rafael 
Yaipen, Sun Jet station manag- 
er. 

Charles to get 
loan to pay off 
Diana — newspaper 

LONDON (R) — Prince 
Charles is to take out a £20 mil- 
lion ($31 million) bank loan to 
finance a divorce settlement 
with Princess Diana. Britain's 
Sunday Times reported. He 
will also give his wife 
£50(t,000 a year for her own 
private office in a “take-it-or- 
leave-it” deal being offered by 
lawyers in the acrimonious 
divorce battle. The newspaper, 
citing royal sources, said die 
heir to the throne did not want 
to depend on the generosity of 
his mother. Queen Elizabeth. 
Instead, he will borrow the 
money from the bankers of his 
own Duchy of Cornwall. That 
could cost him up to £1.4 mil- 
lion ($2.17 million) a year in 
interest payments alone. His 
lawyers are said to be frustrat- 
ed by the delay in finalising the 
divorce settlement. Queen 
Elizabeth wrote to the embit- 
tered couple in December, 
calling for a speedy end to the 
14-year marriage that turned 
from fairytale to nightmare. 
She is believed to be increas- 
ingly irritated and keen to 
resolve the issue so that the 
engagement can be announced 
in August of her youngest son. 
Prince Edward, and Sophie 
Rhys-Jones. 

Boy found behind 
high-stakes U.S. 
credit card fraud 

LEONIA, NJ. (R) — A 14- 
year-old whiz kid from New 
Jersey used his home computer 
to devise an ingenious high- 
stakes U.S. credit card fraud 
enterprise, police said on 
Saturday. A few weeks ago, the 
Leonia, New Jersey, high school 
sophomore downloaded a pro- 
gramme called “Creditmasier" 
from the Internet, police said. 
The programme randomly gen- 
erates credit card numbers. 
Leonia police Ll August 
Greiner said. The numbers 
themselves are like loneTy tick- 
ets — the user can only make 
money off them if they match 
another set of numbers so no- 
where else. The youngster, 
whom police have dubbed “The 
Whiz Kid" because he is consid- 
ered a mathematical genuis, hit 
the jackpot. He used several 
numbers to order $5,000 worth 
of computer equipment, Greiner 
said. The boy had the goods 
delivered to a vacant condo- 
minium a block from his home, 
he said. However, the teenager’s 
luck deserted him when he tried 
a new number to order a 
modem. The number he ran- 
domly chose was a credit card 
that had been reported stolen, 
Greiner said. Police staked out 
the condominium and arrested 
the boy when he picked up the 
modem and stashed it in his 
backpack. The boy was as pre- 
occupied with his computer as 
other teenage boys might be 
with a new car, Greiner said. 
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